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Cum ftmle^io Vomifch Mdx.^ senatus Venetl. 
VENETIIS, M. D. XX XXV. 



LIBER PRIMVS DE IMITATIONE. 



VMdeme f^fm dudires Alfonfe 
VYince^s in omni fdtulute imitdndi 
C Ydtionem plHrimum conducere ^ 

cdm^: undm effe drtem^ cjH(je^ cjuic^ 
quid d^eret cj^is ^ illi quafi ^ re^ 
(Idm 5 ^ficilem dgendi uidm pr^muniret ^ dtc^ue 
confceret ^ contrd uero ^ qui ed careret ^ illum Idho^ 
riofe omnid ^ ^fruflrd condturum ^ dc mdiores no^ 
fros cum illd dtcjue ddco cum poferis iniquius egif:x 
fe cjui cum decd^teris omnibus ingcnuis drtihus dbfo 
lutiflime fcripfiffent ^ hdnc undm tdm nobilem^tdmcp 
neceffaridm fotius iudicdffent ^ quam quod dd edm 
intelligenddm ^ dtque fercipienddm fatis ef ^ omnino 
frxfitiffent ^ de me eodem dudires : mecum fdepns 
cgifi ^ ut quid ego de imitdtione fentirem ^ dc cjU(f 
de cd j)rd:ceptd trddi poffent ^ dd tc co^iofe ferfcribe^ 
rcm . qu^ tud honefiffimdfetitio me diu^ multumcji 
torfit fciebdm enim me tud cdufd ^ debere ^ ^ cH 
fere omnid . contrd uero fummd rei diffcidtdte^ cjuo 
minus ^ dnimo meo obfequi ^ c7 ^orem tibi gere^ 
re ^offem uehem.enter impediebar . Ndm f uUd med 
cfl dignitds\ c^Ud^ hdudfortdffe exigud ef ^ edm tO:s 
tdm d te effe mecuomnes fciunt . Cum hoc Iqco ^ quo 
me Hercules pdter tuus dpnd te effe uoluit -y tu quod 
ipfe eius ifis fudijs mdiorem mihi in diesgloridm co^ 
pdrdre contendis . In re dutcm tdntd fufcipiiendd qui 
deterreri non poterdm y cum fcirem primum mdxiiz 
mdm effe comrou<rfidLm ^utryim imitdtio durctur 
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DE IMlTATIONTii 

nec nc ? ddnde fi ddretur cmnino ^ cjuihus in ^r^ce^s 
fth cd dditefccrct ^ mihij^cnc diuindndtim effet^ cum 
de cd multi multd dif^utent ^ ^duci dutem hanc ip^ 
fdm dut fcqudntur ^ dut etidm norint . dc quod unu 
in tdntd rci dijficultdte miiA certiffimum prd^fidium 
ejfe potiiit j ut dut tc dd pdrcntcm tuum rcijcei^ 
rem^cjuic^udmpduciffmis rcmtdntdmtdm dhfolu 
te c^udm etidm dmdntcr explicdrct ^ dut fdltem ego 
eius confdio utercr y dc dd cius fcntcntidm mcdm fcri 
j>tioncm dccommoddrcm utrunquc multiplices eius 
fdiciter gcrendd! reip. cogitdtiones mihiprorfus dufci^ 
rehdnt . \ilud etidm dccedehdt ^ qucd cum duo fcri:^ 
ftorum gcncrd fint^ umm ^ qucd dh imitdtione pror 
fus dhhorrct ^ dherum ^ cjuod e^r cdyn optime cdllcfj 
^ in ftiis fcriptis fdclifjime complcditur ^ dh utro^ 
que mihi mdgnopere pcrtimefccndum erdt : nefi hoc^ 
quod illd optime utitur ^me c^uiccpidm in cius pr(£ce^ 
ceptis trddcndis dut negligentcromifffe ^ dut pdrum 
prudcnter uidif[c(c^udndo e7 ego in tdntd rci difficul 
tdte non poffcm non Scpiiid ddmittere ^ ^ cd pUt: 
Yunc^ue fint hominum ingcnid ^ cjUd^ longe uitid ^ 
qu.im uirtutcs dttcndunt dcutius) fud diligentid dni^ 
ntdducrtiffct ^ mcum hoc omnc fiudium inic^uius dc^ 
cufdrct ^ dtcjue infc^idrctur drdemius . Cum nequc 
id qnocjue prorfus contcmncndum uideri dchuit ^ nc 
cju d ifti ipf tritiflimdm uidm cju.^f communire uoii 
luiffcm ^ cjuoddm modo fuhindigndrctur ^ dc minime 
(equo perferrct dnima . Ah dltero ucro^cjucd in fud 
laquendi licentid lihertdtem communis ordtionis tueri 
proftctur ^ cuius numcrus tdnto efl mdior ^ qudnto 
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L I B E R I . 3 

ttUm nequioY ^ mdgnum perkulum erdt ^ ne id mt 
in iudicium uocdrct ^ dc iniquiflimc ^rodidonis rcum 
fdcerct ^ cjui non ^dtridm ^ fcdgcrmdn^ locutionis li 
hcrtdtcm ^rodidijjcm^ c^udndo ego unus tdndcm cxor 
fus cffcm ^ (jui cos dddliorum rdtioncm loqui ticUcm. 
QU(£ mc du(Z rcs grduiffmx dd hunc ufque diem d 
fcribcndo rctdrddrunt ^ dc pcne etidm frorfus deter-n 
THcrunt . Scdcum is mcus fcmpcr dnimus fiicrit y 
dtquc ed fcntcntid ^ ut cxifiimdrcm nullum mdius ui 
tium cjfc ^ c^ulm ojjicio non rcfj)ondcre . ncque cuU 
fdm ulldm mdiorcm contrdhifoffc ^ qudm dc nohis 
oftime mcritis nu^.ldm mcmoris dnimifdccrc fgnifi^ 
cdtionc ^ mdlui d ccetcris omytihus ^dcntidm. mcdm 
dccufdri ^ qudm d tc officium mcum dcfidcrdri .fim 
ergo ego quij^rimus dudcdm de cd fdcultdtc dbfolu^^i 
tius fcribcrc ^ qucc tdm difficdis cfi qudm ctidm pr£ 
cldrd j qu£ ^rdicldriffimd efl . me huius dmici etidm 
cdcrint ^ dccufcnt inimici ^ dtque imperiti . lu ucro 
me eundem dlicjud ex fdrtegrdtum hdbe ^ cfuiq; ^ in 
quo foffim^grdtidm tibi dliqndm rctuliffc uidcdr. tihi 
dffirmo hoc mum mihi multo plus uohi^tdtisy qudm 
molcfiidc ilU omnid^cffe dHdturum mcq; ^r<£ hdc dni 
mi mci henignd fdtisfd^iionc nihil dducrfdriorum 
mcorum cdlumnidm multo ucro minoris indncm 
dccHfdtionem ^rorfus cffc fd^iurum . Enigitur aU 
fonfc Princcps^cju^ mcd fit de imitdtione fcntcntid ^ fi 
mulq; cius procccptd ^ cfu<£ d mc tdntopcrc expetehdSy 
in hifce tribus lilris tihi fdclitcr pcrfcriptd ^ cui uni^ 
ucrfe fitu^ut locutioni ddhuc fecifii ^ dtquc ddco 
qHotidic perbclle fdcis ; aftc Jiudcbis ^ non dubito^ 
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DE. IMITAriONE 
<lu.U hrenl , quicftid tihi fcrihendum dcciddt , id <^ 
fdcile , e^7 certd cum Vdtione fdcere ^offit . fed idm 
imitdtionem ipfdm dggredidmur. 
V M igitur de imitdtione, de qud hac d nohis efl om^ 
mfufceptd dijfutdtio , udri.t fmt duthcrum fenten 
ti<e,percommodehoc loco me fd^urum drhimr ^ 
fifriuij qudm ego quid de edfentidm , dc eius prxce 
ftd trddere dggredidr , dliorum opiniones dccurdtd 
diffutdtione refelldm.ut c^dfi totius cedijicij fundd^ 
mentisfr<ecldreidais.reliqud inftituti operis fuhfru^ 
Bio fdcilius dd fdjligium fuum perducdtur . Dud> 
funt igitur opiniones de imitdtione^ inter fe non leui^ 
ter diffcntientes : und , qu£ in fud tdntum ndturd^ 
ftdncunc^ue ndHd fit , imitdndd mirifice fe fe ohle^ 
eiet , extrinfecus , quo meliorfidt , nihil quxrens om 
mm : dlterd , qu£ contrd dd dlterius imdginem fe to 
tdm conformdre , dtc^ue confingere prorfus fiudedt . 
(fHdm undm imitdndi rdtionem itd fujficit , itdcjuc 
ddmirdtur , ut in <juo opere cuiuf<jue ^eneris opti^ 
mi duthoris imprejfd, in quihus dpte poffit confifiere, 
ueftigid non dgnouerit , ciudnc^udm id tdle ft, ut ex 
meris orndmmis nihil ei dd amnem commenddtio^ 
nem defit , niJnl defideretur dmplius , illud fi tdmen 
poffe cumuldte Uuddre pernegct . r^eque enim ego 
^uenqudm effe drhitror , qm , cum rcs , dtciue drtcs 
fere omnes ndturdm ducemfcqui, dtque imitdri md^ 
gifirdmuidedt,tdm d rerum omnium , dtciue dr^ 
tium infiituto , dtque confuetudine dhhorredt ut 
mUmhuic fdcultdtiin rehus dgendis ufum'ptr 
qudm cmrdrum rerum ufus maxime comprohltur, 
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L I B E R I . 4 

rfft>i^>«^t om«i«a , Quji enim quicfo aliud ejl toc 
ta dgri colendi curd , at<jHe JludiHm , (ju^m ndturet 
ipfus non ddumhratd , fed expreffd c^uxddm imitdc 
tio ? l'dd dgrorum fccitatem coekfti humore toUit , 
hominei uero, qnod foffunty idipfum irrigdtionibuSj 
ejfcere conantur . Qucd folum natum efi pinguiuSj 
id ctidm multo efiferdcius , itdcfue in eo, quod ui iU 
Id nmrali cdredt , hominum folertid fiercorationem 
txcogitduit . fudiorum omnium m.oderdtd ce/fdtios 
ne ddhihkd , dd fufceptum munus fromptius confc 
ciendum , ynulto aUcriores , dtque drdentiores red^ 
dunturhomines ,id cjiiod in noudlidgro prudens 
fer-Muit doricold . Quonidm uero ndturd nihil fem 
piternum , n\hil perpetuum hdhetur , ownfd^; , c^uA 
in hds durds fcmel produdd funt^dd interitum fuum 
nt dliqHdndo pcruenidnt neceffe ejf j dliud iU def^ 
cientif^ffct dd longioris tcmporis propdgdtivnem , 
quo modo drhores tum tnfitione ^ tum pldntdtione 
' ab dgricolis quotidie repdrdri uidemus . Sed ut db 
dgro dd ciuitdtes , dtque ad nohiliores hominum dr^ 
tes me refcrdm : Continuo philofophia , qu^e efl re^t 
rum diuindrum , dtcjue humdndrum cognofcendd^ 
rum dmor , e7 cupiditds, non ne in fws fudijs ndtu 
ra defderium fecutd ef ? f cjuidem omnes hominet 
nihil tdm ndturd cupidnt , dtque appetdnt , tpndm 
fcire , (jUdm intelligere ? leges uero , quibus homi^a 
num focietds incohmis , dcque integrd conferudtur , 
non ne ^(j ipfe quoque in uetdndo^ dtque imperando 
ad ndturx rdtionem fua iuffd conf ituuntur f illd 
enim^quodhonefum ef ^ mdxime tuetur, dtque am 
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DE IMIT ATIONE 

plcHitur (i& co uero ^ quod turpe fmit longe dh^ 
horrct . uero bonos prxmijs ^ pApplicio fontes dffz: 
ci iuhent . in uniuerfi xiero diccndi drtc quid dlitid 
Rhctorcs dttcndunt cjuam ut cius fr^cc^td omnid 
dd ndturdm ipfdm dccommodentur ? Qontinuo enim 
ordtori dut db cxordio ^ dut ctidm fmc^ incipicndum 
effc pr^ccipiunt . quorum titrunquc cum ndturd md 
ximefdcit . ndm qui incitdto dc grduiter commoto 
dnimo dgit ^ irdti ndturdm fec^ucns ^ fuhito in dduer 
farium irruit ^ dc cpufi ^ dntequdm gUdium frinn 
gdt ^ dd mdnus uenit . Qui ucro fcddtius ^ dc trdn 
quillius dgunt ^ corn cfl proprium cxordiri . in qunt 
dut duditorum dnimi fxdtim concilidntur dut 
ttidm rcuocdnvMf ^ fi dlicj^uo modo fucrint dhdliend 
ti . (^Hod totum itcm d ndtnrd cfi . cjuje hominem do 
cet 5 ut in eo ^ cpAod pctdt ^ ohtincndo ^ continuo^ dt^ 
que in ipfo dciionis ingreffu pctitioni fu^ fudcrc in::^ 
cipidt ^ dc duditorum cum dd reliqudm didioncm ^ 
tum dd rcm conccdcnddm fdciliercs fihi compdrct • 
Udrrdndum cjl hrcuiter ^ quin in re notd nc ndrrdn 
dum ef qiiidem ^ proptcrcd-^ quod ndturd ucritdtem 
fducis contincri pcrnouit ^dccd ^ qnx optimc nouc^ 
rit j fdflidit ^ fi fxpius doccdtur . Pdrtmtr item cdu 
fdm f^dm ordtor in pauciord cdpitd, qudfi uero ndn 
turd totdmfdhricdm fi.im in pducd rcrum omnium 
primordid dif])erticns ^ non illudfdcilc commonflrd^ 
rit . Confirmdrc fid ^ dducrftrij coittrd drgumcn^ 
tdinfrmdrc jdtque dchiHtdrc dchct ordtor ^ quod 
ndturd ipfd dd tmccndum potiflimum ofcndit^fuds 
dddugcrc (jjicnfic dcherc uircs ^ dducrp,rij ucro ^ 
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L r B E R I. $• 

qudntum ^offit ^ infrmgcrc ^ atc^nc comminuere . 
Commode dutem digredi d re ^ aut di^h dliquo du^ 
ditoris dnimum dcj-cjjum recre.ire ^ non poflremiim 
ordtoris cft offcium , quli ttidelicet ndturd? fdtictds 
in ijfdem ^ dc pcrpctuis rchus excitdtur ^ dtcju: com^ 
mouctur mdxime , defcffd dutem ndturd dli(S^ud rc- 
crcdtione refciendd cfl ^fi cdm intcgrdm dd rci fu^ 
fccpt(zfinem ftlicitcr pcrduccrc uclimus . Foflrcmd 
uero ordtlonis fdrs cd efl^ qud duditorum dninu md 
xime commoucntUY ^ cum eos dut dd odium^ dut di 
mifcricordfdm verordndj trdducimtts. qn t duo cum 
ndturd mdxime confcntiunt . Vrohe enim ndturd 
compdrdtum e[i ^ ut quiff ie pro errdti ^ dc fcckris 
gencrc in ipfum rcum dut lcuius dd mifcricordidm 
commouedtur ^ dut dccrbius dd ir/<m infldmmetnr . 
quorum iitrun.-ju: eius ordtionis pdrtis mdxime pror: 
frium cffe folct^ ut dut cd cx dlicjUd ^quitdte yniferi^ 
cordidm rco com»pdrct non minim.^m ^ dut crimin^s 
dtrocitdte idum in edm inuididm ddducdt ^ qud ioni^ 
ge copiofius condcmnctur . uniucrfd dutem ordtio 
dd Trdfimdchi ditdtcm rudd^ dc rudis ^ qu^quc tdn^ 
tum dnimorum ftnfd cxpriynerct ^ impcrite ^ dtque 
ncgligcnter efl pcrdttdd . nuHd enim in ucrhorum 
colixdtione iucunditds ^ qus^ dc indufirid conquiftd 
effct ^ Kulld condnmtds dd durcs quoquc ohlcHdnc^ds 
prorfus fcntichdtur . TrdfimdcJm dd dclccfdndum 
duditoris dnimum ^ numcrum foluta" quoque ordtio 
ni primus ddmifcuit ^ quem fofted ifocrdtes ftcutus 
lon^ehdnc numcrorum ronem modcrdt\orcm effccit^^ 
quidfcichdnt ndturm hominis^qu<z nnmcris coflety e 
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DE IMITATIONE 

coclo ducidm , qmfi mde faaa erat , mmeromm 
dulcedine maxme deUetdri , id quod in ^oetis , ac 
nxuficii longefdcilius comprobdtHr . Uedendi uero 
drs , cui uit£ recuperdtio dehetur , non ne er ipfd d 
certiffmiis ndtur£ experimentis profecld eftfndm 
quemddmodum dcdnihus uomitioncm , dtcjue d 
conid excrementi prouocdtdm dticclionem ex inferio 
rihus pdrtihus ,fic ah hirundinis fuau fdnguinis mif 
fionem mutudtd effe fdcilc uideri poteft . Qmd dUs 
tem fidor.quid fldtudrius, cum ille fingitjhic 
formdt dliqudm imdgmem ? nonne cjuo propiusdd 
ndturdm , dut hic celo , dut pennicillo i'de :ccefferit, 
eo cddm Idudemferet illuflriorem ? \Aeque uero uii 
lioris drtifctj fdcultates hdc quofie Imkdndi rdtiont 
cdruere . veteres nduem fdhricdti funt .fi qu£fds 
undeformdm edmfint mutudti , dh duihus fumpff 
fefe rclfondchunt , ndm remi aUrum loco perhelle , 
perq) dpte diffofti , totum corpus dd curfum , qudl 
fi duem dd uoldtum impellere uidentur . unde etidm 
fcriptores dixere nducm uoUre . contrx uero de dui^ 
bus , t^dem remigium dUrum ufurpdre non duhitd^ 
runt. Quinetiamutinduihusjicin nduihusro^ 
flrafunt diaa; , ac utrlufque nomen ( ne quidfmili 
tudinii omittdm ) qudm pen^ idcm fit , qu\s non in^ 
teliigitur . nam fi primam tdntum dlterius literdm 
tolUs , alteriui integrdm uocem rcmanere uidehis . 
Sedhxchominum funt , quce fuhfquuntur dnima^. 
lium. CoruusitddrticuUtdmuocem in fdlutando 
C^fdre aliquandoprotuliffefertur , ut iliud pen^fe^ 
fclieritjdc pro hominc dcccptus fit^et nofi qUdm rau^ 
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L I B E R I. 6 

cf, ^yjerf incrocitet.dd fidm ttem uocem effin 
genddm ( ut nunc complures in hoc genere duiculds 
omittdm ) Coruo Pfyttdcus nullo drticulo obfcurior 
hdhctur j itd enim dpte , cr explicdte utrique literds 
omms cxprimum ,ut,fi non uidedntur , edm uo^ 
cem prorfus hominem fondre credds . Vndm fmidm 
inhoc genere pr^tcrirenon poffum , quod dnimdl 
qudm ndturd , e^T fdcie , ^ geflu ridiculum efpn^ 
xit , tdm ei mirum dd omnid imitdtione efpngendd 
drtiftcium ddiunxit . Omnis dutem ddminiftrdn^ 
di imperij rdtio duplex fit . vnd , cum folus Vrin^ 
ccps j dlterd , cum ciues ipf remp. communiter ge^ 
Yunt . hxc informicis , ilid in dpihus confldntiffme 
cernitnr ? Qmd uero quod ne drhores quidem drtis 
huiufce expertes remdnfere , qu£ tdntum dheft ut 
dliendm ndturdm refugidnt , ut edm etiam prorfus 
induentes , fudm qu.tf dedifcdnt. dc ( ut inquit Md^ 
ro ) mirenturj; noudsfrondes , ^ non fud pomd . 
Omnid fi denicpue diligenter dnimo perlufirdbimus , 
nihii tdm hmiile , nihil tdm dhiedum in ndturx ope 
re uniuerfo repcriemus , cuindturd ipfd non dliquid 
attrihuerit j dd cuius tjudfi reguldm dutuiuendi^ 
dut dgendi rdtionem dirigdt , dtcjue contcnddt . 
QU£ cum itd fmt , ut quicquid dgdtur^ id dd dlicus 
ius ndtur£ dut fu£ , dut dlieme rdtionem omnino 
agendum fit : iam uidedmus utrum dliendm tdn^ 
tum , dn noflrdm propriam ndturdm ( cjuemddmo^ 
dum d nohis initio ejl propofitum ) fequi dehedm.us 

tdntum cui^ 
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DE IMITATIONE 

tncntU conuincm concntur ^ j^rimim uidedmus . id 
igitHr ifti dndhus rdtioniyus ohtincre mdpiopere con 
tendunt^ imd ^ cjuod imitdndo nulU jfts ft uincendi^ 
dlterd ^ cfuod ndturx uis nulld iinc^udm fit djfcren^ 
dd . ndm quod dd uincendtm dttinct^fic drgumen-^i 
tdntur . cum omnis Idus ^ dd cjudm (juifcpie fudftt 
mturd ducitur ^ in und uiciorid ft poftd ^ in ui6lo 
dutem nihil honefi ^ nihil non contempti effe uided^ 
tur y ed dutem imitdtionis fit rdtio ^ cjU:£ d uidoria 
longijfimc fity f quidem imitdndi fudium nuncfudm 
fe fic dcuct ^fccji incitdhit^ ut quod imitetur djfequi^ 
nedum f^perdre poffit ^ fequi dffrmdnt ^ ut qui hdnc 
mdm uicloridm djfeddnt^ (^udm omncs ndturce ui^ 
dtque im.pulfu uehementer dffc^dm^ dd 7tulldm dlio 
rum imitdtionem eos dgere dehere mdgis ^ cjUdm dd 
fudm proj)ridm . ndm imitdtorem ^erinde dgcre di:^ 
cunt ^ dtque ille piHor^ quifuis colorihus dlicuius rei 
imdginem cxprimcrc condtur ^ qui nunqudm tdn^ 
tunH drtifKium ^ nunqudm tdntdm cum mdnu di^ 
ligentidm ddhihthit^ ixt dd id imitdndo i^m prope dc 
ceddt 5 quin ei fcmper dd ueritdtcm mu^-to fuperfit 
dmp ius . qui fi contrd lihere ^ dtquc cx fud mente ^ 
^ uoluntdte ^ ut ei mdgis uidehitur ^ dliquid d fe ef 
fngdt ^ longe fuilius contingcre pofje ^ ut cdm IdU::. 
dem dffccjUdtur^qndm dlium fcqucndo nunqudm dt^ 
tigifjet . ?dri item rdtione in eo cquo fdciunt ^ qui 
liherior ex cdrcerihus fe fe in curfum dgens ^ quiq; 
nuUis hdhenis ohfridus ^ fcd ftopte curfu ^ ^ 
jiudio dd uinccndi gloridm imptdfis^ cdm multo fd^ 
cilius djfcquctur ; qudm qui dorfo hominem ftrdt ^ 
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L 1 B E R K 7 
dcqudfi dd eiusrdtionem ^edem poncre co^dtur . 
ndm cjui in fcribendo flylum fuum ^ fuum ingc^ 
nium fec^Mtur tdntum ^ qui ndturce fud: cjudf uefu^s 
gtjs currdt ^ non dd alterius rdtionem fe fe dgdt^ dut 
quicqudm dttenddt dlienum ^ longe cdm Uudem ^ 
qudm om,nes mire principdtus dffe^idnt^ fdcilius dffe^ 
cuturum effe dfprmdnt . cjudre etidm dd fudm fe 
quifq; mdgis y^dturdm fropridmimmndi fudium 
mne ut reuocet^dtquc in fe uno totdm illdm^cjudm dd 
dlterius exprimcndi imdgincm ddhihcdt diligentem 
Ydtioncm ^ ut confinidt ^ frd:cipiendum effc fidtUMt. 
"i^idturdi dutcm rc^ugndre^ dtque edm in comrdrium 
feclere ^ tdm effc impium cldmitdnt . qudm fi mort 
gigdntum ^ cum dip bellum gerdtur ^ cuius qudntd 
uis ft nihil inquiunt dttinet diffutdre ^ cum pldnt 
fcidtur ^f cjui mdximo fludio dh ed ucl longiffime dli 
qudndo dbduLius ft^ dtque per multum temforis ffd 
tium in dlicno permdnfcrit ut ciprimum dd am re 
currendi fdcultds obldtd fit edm tdm duide drripei^ 
rt ^ qudm qucd duidiffime . ndm ^ ut inquit Hord^ 
tius ^ "Ndttirdm expellds furcd ^ tdmen ufque recur^ 
ret . Qu/fi ucro Qicero c7 C<jcfdrem l. F. e7 
Cottdm non mdgnopere commendet ^ quifuo utriquc 
dicendi gencre dclehdti ^ dlienum contcmpfere . cum 
- ncqutitem Qurionem improbet mdxime ^ qui quen^s^ 
qudm non mdgnopcre fuducrit imitdri . quibus fuis 
Ydtionibus quid cfftcidnt ^ uidcdmus ^ dc etidm dd eo 
Yum imitdtionem ^ quonidm in tius prxcepti^ uerfd^ 
mur ^ id quJm pdudffimisferi poffit uidcdmus . 
Ac quod dd uicloridm dttinet ^ fidm nulldm ex hoc 
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mitdndifludh reportdri fojje contendmt-^ continuo 
id ij\h dmus ^ c^uod tdmen pdulo injrd fecus dccidc^ 
re 5 ut ipfi quoc^uc nohis conceddnt ^ fdcile conuince-:^ 
mus : S t inqudm itd ^ ut qui imitetur ^ eo femper ^ 
quem fequdtur longe fit infcrior ^ mnqudm eum 
cec^Hct ^ nmqudm fupcret • Certe ipfi mihi hoc dent 
ncccffe cfl^ ut intcrfe ipfi quoque imitdtores fudm Idu 
dem hdhcdnt : qudm ^ c^ui c^teros dntdbit ^ dffecjud:: 
tur . fict enim qudfi cum cjui in arfu contendtmt^ in 
quo cum plus uno primus cffe non poffit ^ qui tdmen 
d primo relicjuos ^ dut quifdltcm dlicjuos pofi fe reli:^ 
qucrit ^ cd ^ qud potefl^ gloridc pdrte contentus difce^ 
ddt j ndm qudnto ifii longius imitdtorem mihi rclint: 
quunt dh eo^ cjuem fihi propofuerunt dd imitdndum ^ 
tdnto mihi in eo ffdtio occupdndo ^ dc propius dd 
uerum dcccdendo mdior cum cceteris imitdtorihus glo 
rid ofientdtur .utf^ quem primum locum cum mul 
tis conor dffequi non poffum^ comites certe in co imi 
tdndi fludio complnres poffim longe fuperdre ^ cjudn:^ 
do primus locus non tdm d nohis duide cfl expeten^ 
dus j ut fecundum ^ ^ tertium prorfus dffcrnemur. 
Ac idm illum quoque ^ quem imitemur ^ <^ fdcilc 
d^qudri ^ e7 fuperdri etidm poffe int-erdum ^ com^ 
prohemus . Certe ut ifli dxcunt ^ in ndtur^ rehus ef^ 
fngendis tdrdiffimd efi hominum drs^ dtque ingc:^ 
nium minime impigrum . Sdne tdme horum utrun^ 
que ufque eo uires fuds intcndit ^ ut cum ndturce ope^ 
re horum opus imerdiim rede confcrri poffit. Siqui:^ 
dem memori^ proditum effe d doiliffimus uiris lcgi^ 
mus /ipms ^ zeufim Erdclcotem piciorcm eius ^idtis 
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exceUentiffjmum rdcemumltd fuo drtifido dd 
ndtnrdm cxprefplfc , ut dd etim aues , tdnqudm ad 
uerum cupide ad:iolitdrent , dc roflro etidm fccfius 
apfieterent . hoc loco iftos frontem uidco contrdxif^ 
fe .dtquegrduitcrcffc perculfos , cjudndo <jui hiflo^ 
ridm dcctifent , nihil babcdnt , hdbent tdmcn ddhuc 
quo confugidnt , ncfcio quid dnguli ,fdcile cnim in^ 
quient , fuit tdm belle duiculds fdUere , in ed pmfer^ 
tim re , cpudm miriim dppeterent in modum . quod 
non itd iili ipf in puero dcciderdt effngmdo , qui md 
nu dlterd uudm gefldret , dlterd bdculum tcneret, 
ndrji^ f id qiioque itli eueniffet y potuit pari rdtione 
puer hdculo duiculds db uuis dbflerrere . Age duicm 
Ids omittdmus , ^ oftenddmus non idm dnimdntcm 
uUum rdtionis cypertcm ^ fed ipfum hominem^ atque 
eum etiim hominem , qui omnium minime dcbuit , 
in eundem errorem cffc indu^lum . rerunt tjdem d% 
^lores ifum ipfum zcufmjcum in eo certdmine uu£ 
Ydcemum a fc eo drtificio , quo efl d nobis fuprd di^ 
^umjfdclum protuliffct y dc db dducrfdrio uelum 
in tdbuld mirifice dcpicium dffcrri uidifjet , dliqucmc 
tulum mordtum , mc/o i'do id tegi rdtum , quod uudi 
fwe opponeretur , tdndem dixijfe . ^cqudndo uelum 
ijlud tollis ? dd qu.im uocem , cum ?drrhdfius ( cum 
eo enim in id c.ertdmen ucnerdt) drrifijfct , tum pU^ 
nefenfit fc in ue.i imdgine mdxime ejfc dc.ufum , ^fs 
que itd iiii uicioidmfud ffionte fdciie cefjit . ut idm 
d , quem fequendum fumpferit , bis pdrem hdhedmus 
imitdtorem . Qujduero jihuncipfumetidm fuperio 
rem , dtque ddeo longe fuperiorem e» ^ quemft imis 
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tdtus , ^Yohdtiffimo ijlos comilncdm exemplo ? dt hoc 
qu<;(^ue (juam fdcilc ^racflcm , uide . Omnid C^.tidli 
ed , cuiufe^ue gcnerii , fcri^td funt , (juis: d honis 
mnihus mdximc prohentur . qit£ uero in PeW^c, ^ 
rhetidis nuptijs cecimt , lon^^c frohdtiord hdhentur , 
dtaue Id^iddhilioYd . in ijs Ariddn^ dcflitutioncm , dc 
luclum (juerimonijs plcnum indncit . cd cfi cius poes 
tte fm jf qud dlid , dhfolute i^erfc^U , dt<^ue cxpd 
litd y omnid ddfunt dd inicjuiffmec: iniHri<x: qucnmo-. 
nidm , dtt^ue Idmentdtioncm in pcrfdum, , dtque ini^ 
grdtum cir hoffitcm , ci/ uirum, cx ijS inqudm, qua 
in ciufKiodi homincm excogitdri,qud:que dici foffiintj 
nihii non uif.m , mhX non diclum , dt<^ue ohicHum 
efi . dt ed etixm di^ionc omnid funt expfitd , dtcj^At 
diefd , ut nihil ornMus, nihilpurius dut exponi, dut 
dici poffc uidcdtur . Hdnc tdmcn pdrtem integrdm 
cum lAdro in fudm Didonem imltando trdnsferret , 
tdntum dhejl , mlongiffime dh illo relinfierctur hic 
foflerior , ut eum ipfc longiffmo fofi fe reiiquerit in 
terudllo . utriufqtie cdrmind fio loco commodius con 
ferentur , cum de inuentionis imitdtione dgctur , cx 
quorum coildtione id itd cffc , tum fj^erofore , utfd^ 
cile prohem . NM«c dd ijios redeo. Cicero gloridri f > 
lehdt Idtinos homines fdpientiuSy cjUdmgrxcos inueniti 
re , (^ux uero dh ijs dccepiffent , necjue ed de nugdtott 
rvjs , dut indnihus , fed qus: dignd iudicdffenty in cjui 
hus ingenitm fuum exercerent , longe illis ed fdcere 
meiiord. qutcro cgo de ifis^ quid tum uir tdntus dut 
d^ehdt , dut tiolchdt dlitid , nif c7 hcc ifftm , cjucd 
in MdYone cum Idtino homine fldniffime eji comproi 

bdtumf 



3:i 



■ I 



Early European Books, Copyright© 2010 ProQuest LLC. 

Images reproduced by courtesy of the Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di 

Firenze. 

Ald. 1.4.33 




r 



0 

i0 



L I B E R I. ^ 

e7 ^^^^^^'^ ^JP^^ trdcldtd ^ ^o ffc iterum^ 

C^7 fcpmfieTi mcliord imtdndo . qud totd de rdtionc 
ionge fumus infrd copofms diffutdturi ^ ut idm ifi 
cldmdrc dcfindnt ^ dtque obtjccrc ccffcnt ^ fd dlium 
imitdndo fequdtur^ nunqudm cum cfje dntcccffururn^ 
nunqudm primum locum occupdturum . Qd utro 
fiHorem frccfrdntiorcmficrifoffc cum^ cjui ddfud.m 
mcntem tdntum ^ artcm ^ ^ mdnum dirigdt ^ 
qudm qui dd dltcrius dhfolutiffimdm pin^dt imdgizz 
nem^confldntif]ime dffrmcnt ^ non ego fdtis quid cf- 
ficidnt intclliga . neque fortdfje ifli ipfi prorfus drri^ 
dcnt , ndm fi pingcndi libcrtdtcm edm dppclUnt^ qud 
in cJnmcrdpclorcs uti folcnt cffngendd ^ is pcr me 
quidcm licct ^ ut etidm^qudm duis in uoldtu ^ ife in 
pingcndo fit lihcrior . Sin {quod omncs fdciunt)edm 
idcdm ^ (judm idm conccptdm dd dliqudm rcHdm rd 
tioncm hdhcdt^ pcnnicillo^(^ colorihus fuis fcqui md^ 
lit ^ dtque dd cdm exprimcnddm omncm drtcm con^ 
ucrtdt ^ is dh imitdiionc non difccdct . rede fdne ^ dt 
cd eius critproprid incitdtio ^ in qud etidm fi fe non 
(£quet p dlijs tdmcn in co fdcilc prc^fidre potcrit^ hdud 
incpte quidem ^ ^prudcntcr . Scd qu^ro ego unde 
edm idcdm fihi hunc cffnxiffc uelint . ndm fi dliunde 
fumptdm dffrmcnt ^ uidos fcfdtcntur :fin d fe ipfis 
defumptdm dtquc depromptdm ^ mdgis tucdntur ; 
quccro item undc cdm fdtis hdhcdnt prohdtdm^ qu(£q} 
honorum iudicio ^ quo uno ^ non dutcm nofiro 
proprio fldndum efl ^ minime improhctur^ prd:fcrtim 
cum ilhidpernotum fit e7 coruo fd puUi . Ciudre 
ttiam piitoYum fdcile princ(ps Apellcs-^cum quid tdlc 
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coloYihus fuis d fe expreffiffet ^ ^ro^dldm ii ^ropone:z 
re folebdt ^ dtque in occulto dngulo ipfe delitefcens^ 
fratereuntium fententidm ^ dc iudkium aucupdbd:: 
tur p cuific ohtemperdbdt ^ ut eum dd futoris corre^ 
^ionem crepid;£ fbuldm corrigere non puduerit . 
Qiud quod Cicero ^ ^ VirgiliuSy duo Idtincc lingUi£ 
fj)lcndidiffimd lumind ^ cum ea effcnt e7 ndturd ^ 
crdtione cjud dbfolutius feri nihil potuit ^ qudmc^} 
fofleri dd imitdndum fihi umnes boni fdcileproponuty 
dlter tdmen nilnl egit quod fud imitdtione cdreret^ 
dlter non folum id quoque pr^fritit optime ^ fed prcjers 
ciperenon ccffdt ^ dd optimorum rdtionem ^ quicquid 
dgdtur ^ diligcnter effe dgendum . Necjue poflremo 
ecfms 5 qui feffore udcuus ^ dtque hdhcnis dd metdm 
Uberior per fe flddium currdt ^ eo dut citius ^ dut 
ttidm celerius perumiet ^ qudm qui Uuem ^ dc pru^ 
dentem hdhcdt reHorem . ille enim pdffim ^ quj dp^ 
fetittis rdpiet pra^ceps udgdhitur : hic^ quo hominis^ 
dc uhi^ hreuioris rdtione ducetur ^ fecurior peruold^ 
hit j fdcia-j; potius^ quemddm.odum ille dit ^ Acer <^ 
dd pAm6t per fe curfurus honores ^ fi tdmen horteris 
fortius ibit equus • e57 re uerd qui db optimo duce iter 
fuum dgdt 5 is id mmqudm nifi rcHiffime confciet ^ 
nequc in eo quicqudm temere ddmittet , quo ei dut in 
cdput redeundum ^ dut quoqudm declindndum ^ dut 
etidm in medio confiflendum fit . Qjdod uero dicunt^ 
ndturce uim nulUm effe dffcrcnddm ^ dc db ed nc 
Idtum quidem unguem cffc difccdcndum ^ m fusi ni^ 
mis ifli induigent ndtnrs^ ^ contYddutem permiiltum 
detrdhunt de drtifcio . ndm f itd fit ^ ificrdtes do^ 
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floT fingtildrU minime re^e Efhoro ^ rheopom^ 
fo difcifulis fuis cofuluiffe uidctur^ auorum utrunque 
d ndturu fud ^ qHdmim potuit ^ dlduxit . ndm cum 
diterius ordtionem qudfi dhunde luxuridntcm uide^ 
ret ^ dlterius qudf uerccunde ceffdntem ^ illi cdlcdr ^ 
huic frenum ddhibens ^ qudntum de dlterius luxuria 
detrdxit ^ tdntum duddci^x. dd dlterius cunddtionem 
dddidiffe creditur . Neque Demoflhenes tdntum fu^ 
dtj ^ tdntum induj\ri<£ ^ tdntum Idboris in und tdn^ 
tum literd dfte froferendd pofuiffet ^ fi d ndturd 
nunqudm difcedendum effe iudicdffet . ndm cum hic 
ndtur<£ uitio^r^literdm nif hlefe ^ dc inepte j^roferrety 
tdntum dh drtifcio confecutus ejl ^ ut nulldm dlidm 
fdcilius p nulldm d^tius ^ nulldm decentius exprimc:z 
ret 5 dtque froferrct . At dh md literd dd mdgnam 
huius eloquentiiZ pdrtcm trdnfcdmus . omnes ifli i^fi 
Demofheni uim in dicendo d ndturd tributdm effe di 
cunt. hic fi in eo tdntum ndturt^ hono fe fe continuif^ 
fet 5 necfue dd artem in cteteris ^drtihus ordtorijs trdn 
fiffct ^ dtcjue fe confnxiffet ^ nunqudm eum locum ^ 
quem frimum hdhuit imer ordtores ^ tdmfdcile ohti 
nuiffet . ndm nifi d ndturdli illd fud dicendi ui^dtque 
uehementid dd lenius ^ dc remiffms genus^ quoties res 
fofuldret ^ (jeque defcendere^ dc dicendifdces illds re:^ 
mittere didiciffet ^ edcji fcmper dudire uduiffet ^ ne^ 
que unqudm dd lenitdtem imitando fe fe excoluiffet ^ 
^rofeclo grduiffimus ordtor extittffet ^ uerum nuna 
qudm primus ^ dc ^erfeclus . Contrd uero Aefchines^ 
fi qudm hdhuit d ndturd dicendi fuduitdtem ^ in ea 
ft tdntum continuiffet ^ nequefortius illud Demofthe::: 
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nkum dkcndigenus interdum ejfct imkdtus ^ ^ i^fe 
dltcrd ordtorh o^timi ^drte cdrwffet y neque tdm 
fortdjfe fiiduis ^ qulm etidm elumhis ^ dcfrigidd eius 
ordtio fcntiri ffotuiffet . Verhis efftruefcebdt Sulp^ 
tius ddolcfccm ^ dcpdulo etidm nimium redunddhdt. 
fi in ed uerborum luxurid ^erfcuerdffet in reliqud 
etidm ^tdte ^ \d ei mdximj uitio ddtum effet . hic An 
tontj confdio dd Crdffum fe contulh ^ eimc^) fic dni^ 
mo^ «77 mente complexus ef^ut hrcui eo ftudio^dtcjuc 
imltdtione id dicendigenus ^ quod ci ndturdle erdt-^ld 
xum ^ dtque redunddns ^ dm^lum ^ dc mdgnifcum 
^erfcccrit ^ quod nuqudm folus effcc\ffet . Ndm quod 
dd Cd^fdrem dttinet^ res cjuidem fe fc hdhet : fcd hunc 
ipfim-,cum d ndturdh illd fefiuitdte fud nufqudm di 
fcederet ^ cjuippe qui in trdgc^did quoque lenis effe co 
geretur ^ ut ordtore fne neruis ^ dc pdrum grducm 
idem Cicero notdre non duhitduit . Cottd ucro idm 
ndtu grdndior dd Antonij imitdtione fe contulit . dc 
Curione dutem quid dmfliui dicdm ? qudm eum pr^ 
ter unum ucrhorum f^lendorem ^ nihil ordtoris hd:^ 
buiffe ? quiqipene infnitis uittjs Idhorduit ^cu neq^ td 
men eo in loco is fit Cicero ^ qui Curionem non impro 
hdt ^ quod pdrum quenqudm imitdretur ^ fed Anto^ 
nius ^ qui ex fud id dgeret ndtur<e diffimtddtione. 
Quod dute dd Antonium ipfum ^ nihil dliud dicdm^ 
nif quod doHiffimorum hominum fententijs ^ dc fcri 
ftis mdxime ejl comprohdtum ^ non tdm cum drtis 
contemftorem , qudm difjimiddtorem fuiffe oftimu . 
Hdficmis eorum rdtionihus ^ qui d ndturd proprid 
toti^endcnt imitdndoj^dtisfdflum effe drhitror^dtquc 
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fortdjp itd ^ ut ne ifli qtiidem ipfi ^ (ju^ d nohis funt 
in eoTHm fcntmkm difj)Utdtd^non omnid frohcnt ^ 
dc uerdfdtcd>WAr . Scd ^dulo tdmen^c^udm fudm ifti 
ndturdm ddmirdntur ^ dtque undm edm fcqudntur 
dmdnter-^ edm fi fldcct fortius excutidmus . Vrimum 
ig^itur ifli ^ qui id fudm ^umque ndturdm fcrihcndo 
rcuocd^n 5 qHi^^i d fefc cdm nibil difccdere uoiunt-, ni^ 
mis fiulte dc pneriiitcr fdccre uideripoffint. Qm imi 
tdndi rdtioncm uniuerfdm ^ cuius tcrmini longe ^ Id^ 
teq;pdtcdnt jrntrdunushomunculi nmirce dngU:^ 
fliffimos fnes concluddnt dtque conflringdnt dr:^ 
dius . Qui miJn ^erinde f:iccre uidcntur ^ dtque im^ 
frudens dgrkold ^ qui ex und tdntum drhorum ffe:^ 
cie omnidfructHum gcmrd fidpte ndturd credri ue^ 
lit : id quod fux fultitid exoftdre fdcile fotcrit ^ re 
dutem minqudm dffcquetur . Qerte ucro id mdgnd 
fx pdrte ohtinchit ^ f drtifcium ^fi ndturdrum com 
munio fidt ^ qucmddmodum uhiq; undm drhorcm in 
fitione complures fruclus ^ eosq; omnes prohdtiffimos 
ferre uidemus • dcinde ucro in mdgnum pcriculum 
fuum iudicium ddducunt ^ qui enim ifli pUne perfffc 
cium hdhcre poffunt ^ dn ndturd cx omnihus 1% pdr 
tihus conflct^ (jUi£ ddperfecldm diccndi rdtioncm pcr 
tinent ^ prdifcrtim cum minime fihiquifcjue notus fh ^ 
neque impeditius quicqudm iudiccmus ^ qudm cum 
de nohis idfdcimus ipf . ]<idturdm kdhuit Apuleius 
dd edm fcriptionem^ qudm contincnter cf pcrfccutus^ 
dt hic rei rdtioncm ^ cpudm dgehdt dliqudm hdhue^i 
rit ^ conuemrit id diciionis gcnus dd dfni ruditus . 
Politidnus (qudndo hunc imitdtio grduiffimum hdn 
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huk dduerfdrium)^ de rehui grduiffmh, ^ddfd 
milidres complurd uolumind fcriffit , uhi<^; edm ndtu 
rdm dicendo ejl jjerfecutus , qudm eum dlijs etidm fe 
quenddm effe , dliqudndo prxcipere non puduit . hon 
rum duorum locutio tdntum dhefl ut uUd ex pdrte 
frohdtd fit j ut dh ijs , cjui elegdntius fcrihi uoluntjne 
legi quidem , dut dudiri foffit diutius . Sedfdc non 
imperite fit fdHum , non pueriAter , fdc rehe iftos 
fenfiffe defefe^ dddo etidm condtum fuum omni ex 
pdrte fddilime effe confecutoSj dixerint dpe omnes dd 
fudm naturdm , non impolite fcrifferint , neceffe td^ 
men erit, illud euenidt , (^uod Qicero Grm^ eueniffe 
querehdtur , ut dum in fud fe cfuifcjue ndturd ddmi^ 
retur fcrihendo , neque dd eum^cjuem optimum exi^ 
Jlimet j ordtionem fudm conformdre (ludedty i>lurdy 
dtque mdxime diuerfd dictndi exifidnt generd . At 
dicendi drtem , dd qudm pene imitdndi pracejitd 
mnid conftituuntur , d ndturd ipfd profeeidm effe , 
nemo unqudm infcuhitur^ necfiie id iffi uncjudm in^ 
fcidhimur . uerum illud conpdnter nohis tenere lice^t 
hit^non continuo edm ex cuiufuis hominis ingenio ejfe 
comprohdtdm j fed uix etidm multorum feculorum 
frudentid , <^ iudicio in id du^orttdtis perueniffe , 
quo cfl mdximc conf itutd . Ytfortdffe frimi illi ho 
mincs j cum heflidrum more , in dgris pdUntes dge 
rent , c^i undm ndturdm mdgifrdm tdntum hdhe^ 
hdnt , edm re6ie fequercntur in dgcndo , neque dli^: 
fiid extrinfecus fumerent dut dd dgendum , dut dd 
dicendum . Cum uero longius atds ddoleuijfet , dc 
gens coiffetin focietdterr: , quin igndri prudentiores 



Early European Books, Copyright© 2010 ProQuest LLC. 

Images reproduced by courtesy of the Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di 

Firenze. 

Ald. 1.4.33 



I 2. 




L I B E R I. 

imitdrentur reaifjime , nulli dubium uideri fotefl , 
id quodnobis, qni idm pridem cum ferfeaiffmii dgi 
mus jfineduhiofdcicndum effe c-nftmus . Alterum 
uerogenus erdt , fiod tdntum imitdtioni tribuehdt , 
ut nif itt iUo opcn , mod in mdnus incidiffet, optimi 
in eo genere duSioris imdginem expreffdm uideret , 
etf id dh omnihus dlijs pdrtihus optime confdret^fn 
hi tdmen non fdtis prohdtum iri affrmdre non duhi^ 
tdret , ut mihi rem cum tjs ejfe uideds , qui nullum 
medium adhihednt , in extremis inh^redm ohfindte . 
illi omnid dfud quenque ndturd , nihil extrinfecus pe 
tere iuhent dd fcrihcndum . hi contrd nif quod dd 
dliorum rdtionem prohdtifjimum in tud ordtione fen 
ferint , non funt ddmodum comprohdturi . Sedijj 
qui fudm quencjue ndturam fqui uolunt dgendo\fd 
tisfuprd(qu(mddmcdum drhitror) a nohis funt con^ 
futdti , dtque conuiHi . nunc dutem iili , qui itd cen^ 
fent , omnid nohis dd dlienum infiitutum effe confor^ 
mdndd , nihil dd nofirum , pdri funt rdtiom confu^ 
tdndi , dtque conuincendi . Ego neque tdm inhumd^ 
nus fum , qui ndturx hono hominem priudre dudea, 
neque tdm fdtuus j qui non uidedm ndturue uim in 
omnihus rehus mdxime dominam . neque ego unqua 
C.Cafdrem , nec Cottdm , nec Curionem minus pros 
hdtos hdheho oratores , quonidm fud naturd mdxi^ 
me fint deleddti , fed cjuoi , in quo ij potuerunt hor: 
nos imitdri , negUxerunt , non poffum plane proha^ 
tos hahere . nam fi hoc fit , quod ifii uolunt ydfeipfo 
nihil ut fit expetendum,n£ cum i'Iis inique dclum effj 
quip>rimi homines , quos imitdrentur , dut in Mus 
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(cdifcdniis, dut infuis fenfs uiciffim fromendis nuU 
los hdhHermt . <\uod minime e[l dicendum , ne ndtn 
Ydm omnihus in rehus optimam mdgiflrdm , dc md^ 
trem omnmm henigniffimdm , dut in hdc ^drte mdn 
cdm , dtque imperfe^dm , dut imtidm nouercdm in 
fimuldre uidedmur . neque ht£c ipfd fdtis cum homin 
ne liherdliter dgeret , cum quem liherum frocredffet , 
in loquendo tdmen eum inferuitutem redigeret , fi , 
nifi dd quafi fraifcriptdm dlterius rdtionem^ uel uert 
hum ullum ei proferre minime liceret . ?r<£tered ue^ 
ro quid in eo omnes du6lores tdm conuenienter con-a 
fenfiffent, cum ndturdm in omnihus rehus fudm cuis 
cjue ofitimdm ducem effe jynsdicdnt fcquenddm ? quid 
inqudm illud , cjuod in ore ejl omnium cum crehcrrl 
mum , tum celeherrimum , "tiequid inuitd fdcids^di^ 
Cdsue lAinerUd ^fid noftrd deficienda dd dliendm , 
dtque ddeo noflr£ mdximc contrdridm nohis effet con 
fugiendum ? Senti&hoc loco iflos indigndri grduiter , 
dc mefumm£ inconfidnti£ , dtque etidm freeudricdn 
tictnis dccufdre , qui modo contrd ndturdm cdufdm 
medm egerim tdm dcriter , nunc ucro totd cd diffiis 
mulatdjficin eius cdflrd trdnsfugerim ^ fcf, eius 
defenfwnem fufceperim , dc omnihus cam ^mfidtjs 
communire coeperim , m qui totus db ed fiet , quic^] 
fortiffme undm edm tuedtur . hos dutem ne muU 
tis morer , dc qudfi fecum ordtio med , non du* 
tem ctim illis contcndere uidedtur , quid ego tdndcm 
de imitdndo fcntidm , dc cjudm huic fdcultdti fumn 
ntdmfdcidm , idm explicaho liienus . Ego igitur fic 
fcntio , ^ ndtur£ artificium, c7 drtificio naturdm, 
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ut in cxterts rehus -,fic in imitdtione flurimiim froa 
defje , dt^ue dlterHm dlteriui duxilio omnino indige 
re j ndm qui ndturdm fudm , in cjua minime mdU 
fit jfec^H itur , eum udlde effc ^rohdndum , nec qH£ 
fihi deeffe fenferit , /i ed dliunde imitdndo dffccjui fn 
dedt , c^uicqudm contrd im^rohdndum exifimo . itd 
enimfet , ut neque ndtur£ dduerfetur , ei7 ^^^^^<^ ■> 
qu(£ dut fihi erunt neceffdrid , dut fuis etidm melio^ 
rd j minime contemnere uidedtur . qu£ med fenten^i 
tid cim nordtvi fentemid mdximc confentit , ijui fic 
^ ndturdm , ^«^^ f^^gendis uerfihui conis 
iungityUt dlterius dlterdm of e indigere j^Uniffime tfs 
jletur j cum dit . 

l-idturdfieret Uuddhile cdrmen , dn drte, 
Qiuefitum efl . igo nec jludium fine diuite uend , 
,j Ncc rude quid frofit uideo ingenium : dlterius fic 
5, Alterd fofcit ofem res , O' coniurdt dmice . 
mturdm , er f^dium dcfiderdt Hordtius infoetiSj 
fii mdgis ndfci , qudm feri folent : qudnto dutem 
uerius id in folutd erit tenendum ordtione f QUdf 
uero if>fe cjuoque Cicero ^ dtcjue ddeo in ijs iffs^ c^uos 
idmf<efe dddmo^ ncn idcm fUnius fenfcrityf ({ui^ 
dem hic C. Q&fdrem. C.Cottdm , dc Curionem com^ 
menddhit , c^ui ndturdm fudm fecuti effent non feffi 
mdm , in eo' uero quod diiundc fumere foterdnt , dd 
orationemfudm ferfe^ius dhfoluenddm, cum negle^ 
xerint , eos iffos tum mmime leuiter imfrohdhdt , 
id (juod ille , ^wif^MW is fuit ( cjUdndo funt , ^wi Hos 
rdtium fuiffenegdnt ) in Lucilio dd hunc modum 
ddmndhdt . 
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->•> l^emjjeincompofito dixipedecurrere uerfus 
35 Ludli . qui tam Lucilifautor iftepte ejl , 

Vt non hocfdtedtur f dt idem,<^md fdle multo 
73 Vrbem defricuit^^ clurtd Uuddtur eddem . 
Lduddt i'Ie Luciltj fdlei , non itd uerfui compofitio^ 
nem . dt id eim <etdti condonetur jfic enim tum in^ 
compofite fcrihehdnt , dtque incondite . Ouidius ndt» 
turd ucrfus effudiffe fertur fdcillime , id quad ipfe 
quoque tefldtm efi dliquando . nic fi eos dd dliquod 
diligentioris drtis , aut dttentioris ndturce fudium 
fcripfiffet , dc fhi infua ndturd tdntum non ejfct oh^ 
fecutus, certe fms dmores uerfu elegdntiore perfec^ut^ 
fud dutem tempord non tdm m^llitcr, tamq; ejjheml 
ndte defere potuiffet . Keaius dut P . Sulpitius , dt 
<luo pdulo dmefuprd dicehdm , (jui cum n.nurd ip^ 
fd dd mdgnifcum , dtque praddrum dicendi genus 
tnflruetus effet , uidem tdmenfe e^flo ndturce fu£ 
bona peruenire non poffe , fe dd Crdffum contulit , d 
quo uniusdnni ffdtium plurimum ddiumcnti dd m 
turdlemilldmdicendidignitdtem dttuliffe teftdtum 
rcliquit Cicero . Sdne mro cum in omnihus homlni:. 
bus uix omnid effe poffmt, qu£ cumuidte Uudentur, 
rue js duddcler , nif ctidm temere ,fdcere ufetur , 
qui in fe uno ed pofitd effc omnid infolcntcr confddt] 
atque arroget impudcnter . Hfc ^ ndturdfd^us erit 
dd doccndum , ille mdgis m deleact, dlius utgrdui- 
ter commouedt , dccuftioni dlius , dlius defenfoni , 
dlius dd populum , in fcndtu, dlius d ndtura diaio'- 
nemfudm felicius hahchit dccommoddtdm . s>i mi-. 
dem ndturd ndfcifdaum dd omnUfDip fdis comin 
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gere folet . itdque re6le ed ^ in quihus rtdturd defue:^ 
rit ^ nobis noflrot jludio ^ atcjuc indujlrid crunt com^ 
fdrdndd . Imitetur dutcmfilium mcus imitdtor^ cpii 
cum fraceritdte ^ colore ^ uuku ^ ore ^ fdcie denique 
totdpdrentem oj^timum reftrdt ^ eius quocjHe dnimi 
uirtutes ^ dd qudsfortdjfc ndturd minus dfte fe fd^ 
^him fcntidt ^ fuo fludio ^ fud diligentid in fei^fum 
ex^rimere conctur . quemddmodum in bonis pdtrtjs 
fdcere foict idemflius ^ cjvii non folum ed ^ qu<£ fibi d 
fdtre rclicid funt bond ^ confcrudre ^ fed ifs etidm ex 
trinfecus fuo fludio ^ fudcj; indujlrid flurimum dd:z 
iungerefolct . itd meusfdcidt imitdtor ^ cui ndtura 
lonum plurimum dffuerit^id diligentcr conferudhit^. 
fi cjH^ uero defiderdbuntur^ dut cjudfi dd locufletio:^ 
remfdmilidm dlenddm ^ dut flidbus dotem compd^ 
rdnddm longe compluribus ^ ed fUo ffudio dliundc 
bonorum imitdtione compdrdrc debebit . Ciupd igi^: 
tur quifc^ue ndturdi bonum fofftdedt ^ is in eo itd fc 
exercedt ^ is id itd tuedtur^ itdfouedt ^ itd dm^lexei:^ 
tur^ ut in eo ctzteris dliqudndo fevr<x:bedt dd imitdn^i 
dum . in eo uero ^ c^uod dcfiderdbitur ^ (ncque enim 
nobis femper cu^reffus erit pngendd ) id drte ^ dtcp(c 
meliorum imitdtione ut corrigdt dccurdte ftudci^ 
hit . Ciui uero ndtnrd feffime impdrdtus eritfqudn 
do omnibus dliquid confulcrc uolumus ^ etfi cum bo-^ 
nis ddmodum fentimus ^ non^ut diunt^ cx omni ligno 
dpte Mercurium feri folere ) cui inqudm fene totd 
dliend fit ndturd inducendd ^ fud contrd exuendd ^ 
eum^ ne fc cjuoque uitium fuum dlicpid cx fdrte cor^ 
rigerepoffcdefjjeret ^fdeliter ddmoncmM^fi [Ih:^ 
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diumjdiligentiamjdtnorem in eo ddhihehit corrigenm 
do . Qmn etidm dcddere fojje , ut prohdtiffimus , 
dt(^ue mdxime ^crfeclus eudddt , folliceri foffumus 
fortdffc non inepte . cjui (jUdfi dgrefis drhor fdcidt , 
(^U£ cum nuUus tolerdhilis fdporis fruclus ferret 
frius , pf r furculum unum dlienum in fe immiffum^ 
ueterem illdm omnem dcrimonidm exuens , nouos , 
dc minime infudues fuccos recipit jfic ille totus dfefc 
difcedcns , dc in eum locum prohdtiorem ndturdm 
ddmittens , dtc^ue interferens j aliqitando etidm fe fen 
tiet e flipite hominem eudfijfe perclegdntem. conetur 
modo , dudedt , contenddt , hdhedtc^i in primis , c^ui 
uidm monftret , quifideliter edocedt , uel f omnino 
cum primis minime excelluerit , certe e) perueniet , 
Ht fui lociJjdudqudfidm poenitedt , ne<jue in pojlre^ 
rnis , dtque contemptis hdhedtur . Equidem imitdi 
tioni ( ut c^Hod de ed fentidm , tdndem pUnius exrs 
plicem ) id dccidijfe drhitror , c^uod aateris omnihus 
drtihus dccidiffe conjidt jUted^ <ju<& dfdpientihus ui 
ris prohdrentur ^fludiofms fequercmur , qudm qu<e 
non fdtis tuto d nohis effent excogitdta , cum pcricu-t 
lo experiremur . Quemddmodum in frugihus pldii 
niffime uideri potcji , cju<e. pojiqudm funt in ufum 
hominum ddinuent<e , nulld gens tdm cfferd , nu}la 
tdm elegdnsfuit , (juee dh tjs ferendis , dtque colen^ 
dis dd noudm ui6lus rdtionem inddgdnddm ani:a 
mum fuum conuerteret . Sic in cedihus ^edifcandis 
euenijfe , affrmdre non duhitdrim , in cjuihus hcmii 
nesprimum , ut cui<jue fdelum dccidchat , cx cjud^^i 
mdteria ad frigus , imhres , niucs , atque drdcntio^i 
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fis folis (cflus depcUendos ^ dtcjtie defendcndos tcHum 
dliquod fihi confiitHebdnt . ut uero ij reperti funt y 
(jui dd neceffitdtem illdm c^dium quocjuc dlgnltdtem^ 
dtcjue mdgnifcentidm dddidere ^rimdm illdm fim^ 
flicem (cdificdndi rdtionem duibus ^ dtcjue feris rclin 
quentes ^ hdnc drtis mdgifrce foldm ^ofcri fibi uen^ 
dicduerunt . Simili rdtione in fidurd fd^ium ejfe 
fdcile conijci j^otcfl ^ tdm uidelicet initio dtit ex cdrt: 
bone ^dut ex ebtdi bdccis extremis lineis ^ ifsc^i crdfjto 
Tibus rei tdntum ^ cju^ effngeretur ^ imdginem dr:^ 
cunduxijfe j)ofted ucro remfelicitcr dd diflin^iores 
colores fcrueniffe ^ dc non modo ritformc: ueritdtcm 
ipfdm referret ^ fcd dnimi etidm dff^clus ^ dc atdtem 
in uultufro^oneret ex^licdtdm ^ fdelius obtinuiffe. 
Qud und ferfe^e fcrcej^td^illd rudioris c^tdtis lined:^ 
mentd c^udfi f^ongid funt ex hominum dnimis ^ ncc^ 
dum exgentium ufu f>rorfus deUtd^^ dtque extincld. 
Vt in hac quocjue nofird ^dri rdtione fdciendum ejfc 
fdcile uideri ^offit . ndm cjuoufque pimi rerum om^ 
nium du6lores non fdtis frobdnntur ^ fuum tum 
cuique ingcnium ut experirctur^ dc fe unum fccjuere 
tur j recle fortdffe ^ermitti fotuit . ut uero fduld^ 
tim cum hominum ingcnid ^ tum fludid ufque eo fc 
expoliendo ^eruenere ^ ut fene omnid hdbcrcnt dbfo^ 
lutiffimd ^ dtque fcrfe^liffimd ^ dc cuiufquc rci cjua 
fi certiffimdm imdgincm fibi effnxiffcnt ^ fUruncjut 
dd eorum reguldm certiffimdm dgcndi rdtionem di^ 
rigenddm effe ^ boni omncs comj^robdffe uidentur . 
Qujnetidmin ij^fondtur^ nofra bono cxcoUndo 
nihilfrorfus obfucrithdhcrc ddcuius imd^ncm id 
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expolidmus , atfie ferfediui dhfoludmus , ut omniis 
no lyac imitdndi rdtio cum hominum fudijs , tum 
etidm ndtura henefcio plurimum profuturd fit . 
lUud dutem in primis , etfi pojlremo in loco pofitum 
fit , diligenter etidm , dtcjue etidm erit uidendum , 
ut , qui fiue ndturdm fudm tdntum fec^udtur , fiue 
ijui dliente fe quoc^ue commiferit , rei in primis , qud 
de dgetur , ndturdm dttentius ohferuetj dtque cujio^ 
didt diligemiffme , cjuemddmodum Mdro , qui dlio 
numero , dtque uerhorum grdnditdte tuktm infld:: 
uit 3 cum Aene£ errores , dtc^ue res eius prxcldregeiz 
flds cecinit , dlio cum rei rujiic<ii ( ut hucolicum cdri: 
men ionge hoc c^uoc^ue infcrius nunc omittdm ) pr^es 
ceptd trddehdt , cum eodem tum genere uerfus om^i 
nid perfec^ueretur . cjuod de uno fcrihendi genere di- 
^tum , de omnihus didum uolo . Sed idm cjui nohis 
imitdndi fnt duclores,^ quofque duces fequi dehed^ 
mus , explicdre dggredidmur . Optimi igitur in 
(judque fdcultdte , quorum fimiles fimus , nohis pro^ 
ponendi funt dudores j ne fi j quem fihiquifque dd 
imitdndum fufceperit , eum fuperdre , dut etidm tfs 
qudre , quonm utruncpue eft difjkiley dc perrdrum, 
non poffit omnino , fd^dem eo in loco confifldt , quo 
prorfus idcere non uidedtur , dc in ed quoque com^s 
menddtionem dliqudm ferat^ qui non humilid fecld^ 
tus , in deligendo recle fnfffe iudicetur . Qj4os dUc 
tem optimos intelligdm , ij pimefmt, qui nohis ufu, 
dc honorum teflimonio mdxime comprohdntur . C<€ 
fdrem in hiflorid Cicero plurimum commenddt, Sd^i 
luftium ufque eo quiddm in Romdnd extulerunt , ut 
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illi in ed pYincipdtum dej-erre non duhitmnt ^ cum 
lim Iddetim elocjHcntii^ ( ut ipfi dicunt ) idm fle^ 
rique trihudnt cdndorem . Qdtoni ^ Vdrroni ^ Qo^ 
lumeH(e{his etidm ?dllddius dliquo modo^fi quis ^frs 
lit j fer me quidem licet ^ dcceddt ) Afconio ^ Celfo^ 
Vitruuio^in fuo cuic[; fcrihendi genere ^ dtque ordine 
certiffimo non minimd Idus trihuitur . in uno uero 
Cicerone ( ut C<£fdris nunc tejlimonium omittdm ^ 
qui illum non tdm de pdtrid ^ de qud of)time ^ c^udm 
denomine Romdno mcritum effe tefldtus cji ^ ) omdi 
nid j cpi£ eloquenti<e. froprid funt ^ und omnium 
hominum^^ feculorum fententid cumulatifftme funt 
dhfolutd . Inpoetis dutem Terentium ed commen^ 
ddtio frofequitur ^ qu<£ eius fdhulds oh edrum ele^ 
gdntidm d ulio ^ dtque Scipione confcriptds effe fujfi 
cdtur • ?lduto nullum mdius ddri potuit teflimodi 
nium ^ qudm cum mdiores dixere^mufds ^fi Idtine lcr 
qui uoluiffent ^ vidutino fermone fuijfe loquuturds . 
Senecd dutem med quidem fententid non tdm dccu:s 
fdndus efl ^ qucd non ferfctuo fldn^ dc jjlendide U 
tine locutHsfit ^ qudm etidm Iduddndus^ dtque rcci^ 
fiendus y quod trdgccdia jbrmdm ^ neque edm dd::: 
modum contemnenddm ^ (jui nohis commonfret ^ fo::^ 
liis remdnferit . Cdtu^lum ^ rihuUum ^ Lucretium ^ 
Hordtium ^ Mdronem ^ tdntum dhef nt honi omnes 
non mdgnopere Idudent ^ ut eos etidm nullo fne fu:: 
fficidnt p mirentUY ^ coldnt . Sed rem lunc totdm ^ 
fi fldcet ^ fdulo copofius ^ dtque diligentius fertrd^ 
eiemus . F.x tjS itdcjue ^ c^ui dd fcrihenddm hifloridm 
{(jtidndo hos frius fupra nominduimus ) fcjc dffli^ 
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cuerunt , tres ejfe dicehdmus , <jui in edfdcile ^ratjid 
rent , Cr. Sdlnftium , C. lulium defdrem , T . 
LiulHm Vdtduinum , c^ul omnes cum mdxime ciiuer^s 
fum fcribendi genus fecuti fmt , in fuo c^uifque tdmen 
dffecutus ejl , ut ddmodum frohdreturj ndm in dm 
hus ^rimo , ^ ^ojiremojfdne quicd.im uirtutes ex^ 
tdnt y qu£ fummdm illis , qudm pofftdent in fcrihenn 
do^ldudem omnem confccerHnt . Sed his tdmen lus 
minihus uitid qu^ddm ipforum froprid non nuUds tc 
nehrds offuderunt . ut in Sdluftio , qui , cum rhud:: 
didio more crehcrrimh^ dc locui>letif[imis fententijs hi 
jloridmfudm exornet , dtfde ilkjlrct , dc in ed dis 
cendi hreuitdte , (jU£ hiliarict mdxime frc^rid efi , 
fne controuerfd folus dominctur , ncc non locorumj 
dtcjue ^erfondrum mirus fit dcfcriptor , non cdruit 
tdmen fuis quibufddm uitijSj qH(£ hifce uirtudhus dli 
quid officerent. non enim defunt^ qui eldhordt<£ ords 
tionis hunc dccufent . ccrte uero ^ermultd hic uer-s 
hdjtjUiZ prorfus dh iiU excultiore , dtque ddeo fud iCs 
tdte exciderdnt , retinere condtur : non enim dhduci 
foteji j quin Idtindm ordtionem nimis fietufiis , rffs 
que horridiorihus uerhis dhfurde infufcetj ohtcnehret, 
exdfferet , dtque inculcet . Liuium dutem ( ut eius 
cdndorem nunc miffumfdcidm ) mdgis in concioni^ 
hus fuis fummos fihi cUmores ixcitdre ho}n fiUrique 
txifiimdnt , dc eum iiU in fdrte omnem Uudem exn 
hdufffe fdcile confe^itiunt . Sed hic quoque in eo , in 
quo mdximdm Uudcm dffcqui uidetur,ne interdum 
extrd fuos cdncellos ( ut pdtduinitdth illud nefcio 
quid ei condonem ) dicendo ejferdtur , mdgnum eft 
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pYiculum.cum eo oYiitianis genere in comonihus ud 
non licedt , cpod dcre , dtf.e contortum dppelldturj 
dcfcfius ufu uenidt , ut milites hortdndi fmt dcriter 
in rem from^tius , dc uehemcntius gerenddm . Um 
uero ut de Ccefdre dgdmuSj hnnc ego mihi cx nofiriSj 
in fio omnes hijlori^ uirtntcs ehicefcdnt , nihil tmij 
contrdHum fit , fnc uUd exccptione pro^ono . Ndm 
f in hiforid fldnd breuit.is mdodmd in Idude pow= 
tur , cfuis uno Ctefdre furd , dtque iUufri hreuitdtc 
dulcior , dtquefldnior i in c^uo ne uerhum qiiidem , 
(juod dut dd rei ^Uniorem defcri^tionem defidercs , 
dut dd nimidm luxuridm difflucns redundet.^ofitum 
effe offendes . Sincerus hic rerum efi gefdrum pro= 
mntidtor , nudus , re£lus , dc nuilo ohlitus fuca , 
fedfuo qudf ftnguine colordtus . quin eo iffo , qvJ^d 
omni ordtionis orndtu cdret , nu]lis<^, dd ucnujldtem 
cdldmiflris eius diclio eft inujid , multo orndtior , 
dtc^ue uenufior uidetur , ut mulier , fi£ fuo^te hos 
m fdtis hdhens dd fulchritudinem , cjuo minus dd 
edm cUltus ddlnhedt , eo multo uenufior , multoc^; 
comptior fit . uerhd in omni ordticne cd mdxime ejfe 
dehentjquce ufu frohentur-,f uero dd idhorum 
dele^us dccefferit , nihii tum fofted relinfiitur , 
quod ordtioni defiderem^is . Qua du£ res in uno 
Cicfdre mdxime enitent,^nihil enim uerhorum efi ufu 
confuetudine non frohdtiffimum , nihii humile , 
nihil dhxeclum , nihii indignum in eius ordtionefen^ 
titur . niflori£ item ordtio ut leni^ dtque cequdhi^ 
li trdBu frofudt , non pfremd efi commenddtio , 
At in Ccefdre fia uerhorum lenitdsf ({Udm dftd colt 
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locdtlo ? qu<s. uero huim afidbilU condnmtds ? nihil 
in eo djferum , nihiL inccmpofitum , nihil abfurdum 
ojfenditur , omnid item fic coharent ^ ficij; dpte codg 
mentdtd funtjUt emUemd ucrmicuidtum imitdri 
tim ordtio uid^^tur . H^c denitjue ita cum iufto , 
dc tolerdhili fpritu termindntur -, ut ne ttcrho qui^ 
dem poduciior j qudm pdr eff , trdhi , dut dngu^ 
flior j qudm deced-^premi fentidtur: cum in fuperio^ 
rum dkero trihui interdum uerhis conflri6id ^for^i 
tdffe nimis drHe comprehenddtur , in dltero uix tri^ 
hus uerfihus luxuridns fententid loiigius dildxetur . 
Qui dutem hunc dccufdnt, fidfi omnem hifloria /cs 
gem in fud hiflorid minime complexum , ij qudm id 
reeie , uiderint ipfi . Rqnidem cum uno Ciccrone er 
Ydre m.dlo , ^M^m cum illis f.pere , qui cum de hoc 
•>•> iffodgitjftcinquit. Sed dum uoluitdlios hahcre 
fardtd unde fumerent^ (jui uelient fcrihcrc hifloridmj 
ineptis grdtum fortdffe fecit , gtii uolunt illd caldmi^ 
fris iniirere , fdnos quidem homines a fcrihendo deter 
ruit , ut ineptos eos appeliet Cicero qui uclint manus 
dddercj ac qudfi pigmentis circUinere^ fanos , qui dh 
eo munere fufcipiendo fum deterriti . id quod nuUd 
dlid rdtione fdclum cfl , nif quid diuinus fcriptor 03 
mnem hiflori£ uim in fud hiforid confumpferit ni^ 
hilqi quod dd edm pdrtem fcrihendi pertineret , dut 
omiferit , dut non fit omnino egregie pcrfecutus . 
mncigitur mihi.fi hiftoriam fcrihdm^fme ulld 
duhitdtioneproponAm^ddcuius fcrihcndi rdtionem 
medm ipfe omnem conformem , dtcjue confiitudm hi^ 
fiori^ imdginem . medfentmtid eo ftoque noc 
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mne meo dnimo longe j^Yohddor dccidit , qtiod idem 
And.NdUdgerium fcnfijje mcmorid teneo^ ^ojled uc^ 
ro Pitr . Bewfcfim hoc i^fAmin fnd hijlorid fccijfe 
uidco . qtiorum duorum prxjld^niffimomm homis 
num ducioritds tdnti djfud me cjl, ut cum dh ii/d md, 
iorum nojirorum <etdte difcedo , qute elcgdntiorii Id^ 
tince di^lionis co^idm omncm fccum extuiit , hii ^ 
recie iudicdndi^<^ fcrqudm orndte loquendi frimds 
fdcile conceddm . Hiforicis uno j^lures funt , c^ui de 
dgriculturd cum fummd Idiide fcrffcrunt . uerum 
in Cdtone multd indnidj frccter uerborum ufum oh^ 
foletum jfnnt qui grdnitcr nprehcnddnt . In V^^rs 
ro«e dutem dlicjudnto Idtinus fcrmo cultior ejl fds 
elus , fed i^fe c^uoc^ue fdulo frcffior uideri fotefl , 
qudm tdntd rci mdgnitudo fofiuldrct . Yidm tdmcn 
fi quis utriufHis infifdt , non ddmodum eum imfrois 
hem , modo edm c^uihufdim in locis Idxiorem , dc 
fdulo fdtentic^rem efpcidt eundo . Hoi ColumcUd 
fec^uitur ^fed c^ui dh utriuftjue dnguf^d ( ut dicchd^ 
mus ) nimis fnedfiendi rdtione in fdtentiord frxce^ 
ftd difcefjit , c7 ^fP cultiori iilo dicendi genere , 
c^uod mdgis frohdtur , elocutus efl . Ad hos Vdlld^ 
dius dcceffit , non totus hic c^uidem fortdffe contem^ 
nendus , qui nonfokm ueterum infitutd non neglc^ 
xit , fd fudm etidm c^tidnddm fr£cipiendi uidm dd^ 
inuenit noudmjCjui fmgulis fcfdrdtim mcnfihusfuum 
quodci;ftudium conftitult , dc certo c^uof ie temfore 
c^idfdciendum , c^uid non j fUnifjime demonfrd^ 
uit j in quo rem rujiicdm non tdm edocere , c^udm 
etiam comfonere eft uifus . vmor ne meum iudic 
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rmw f« ceniffimumpericulum ddduxerim j qui tdm 
libere de pmpdntifjimii uiris , quid ego fcnferim , 
fojleris etidm fcriptum relinqucre fim aufm . hoc 
enim quifdcic y non tdm uidetur de dliorum fcriptis 
iuduiumfdcere j(judm fud ipfe fcripCd ^ de quibus 
dhj iudicent , in medium proferre . Scd in hoc quoa 
que Qiceronem , c^4(£ imitcmur^ locuplctiffimum hds 
hemus duftorem , qui idcm pracUrijJimc fecit in eo 
lihro , qui Brutus infcrihitur . Atque hdud fcio , dn 
hoc quoquc meo periculo pudiofis^quod unum dtten^z 
do , fludeoi'p mdxime , dliquid profcccrim omnino , 
ut pofl i:oc meum iudiclum non defmt , cjid fuum 
quocjue j fortdffe redius jinterpondnt ^dc quod a 
me fiudiofi hdbere neqmuerint , id med fdltcm cdufd 
pldne fint confecuti . Kedeo igitur dd inftitutumj dc 
dd eos , fd interpretcm dgunt , cjui:j] mdgis in dlie^s 
no fiudio fuum fludium exercent , cjulm dlicjuid , 
quod dltj intcrpretentur/ius generis ipfi confcribdnt. 
Si mihi igitur interpres fit dliqudndo dgendus , nilnl 
mihi dut Dondti prudentid. dut Seruij Honordti di^ 
ligentid , ( ut reliquos minorum gentium interprcs 
tes omittdm ) quicqudm obfiiterlt , quo minus Afcos 
nium Pedi~-(num mihi deligdm ^ cuius dd rdtionem 
interpretdndi totum me confcrdmjdtque ddiungdm, 
quod d mco Mdnutio in epiftolis dd Atticum exponen 
dis uidco feri fdne qudm prxcUre . dgdt dlij per mt 
quod luhet , non fe fe oftentcnt , non db re dberrcnt , 
non omnid conturbent , non etidm perperdm fxpius 
expondnt , uideantinterdum quid dicdnt , hic uero 
meus itd re^k omnid pertrdHdC ^ itd pUtie docety ut 
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neque in re fddli fxjiidium creet , neque in diffcili 
nonfdciUime fdtisficidt. quin id mrunque cd ordtio^ 
ne ^erfequiturj ut tiix fcids ir.terdum dn h fit^ dn Cis 
cero , c[M2 locfUdtur . nnum in ea tdntum defiderdri 
potef , ut dliciudndo integcr dlicunde in lucem emer 
gdt j id quod d meo Mdnutio mdgnd ex ^drte uidcs 
tur ex^ekdri . In ijs diitcyn difcipliniSjfdhus fingun 
lis fnguli tdntum fcriptores memordntur ^fdcillimd 
in deligendo dccidit deiiherdtio . c^uem cnim figit , ft 
cui in re medicd fcribendd uerfdndum fit^dh uno Cel 
fojUiro med quidem ftntennd diuiniffimo^ nunqudm 
ejfe difcendendum ? fin dutem in ed fdcultdte c^u£ 
uillds , (ju£ ades , qud! templd , qud; urhes ifps, quA 
lesfutum fint , effngmdo framonflrdt , dtque re^ 
j^rcefentdt , operdm fudm collocdrit , qudm ille imdn 
ginem fcquetur , nifi qudm illi Vitruuius confi^ 
tHcrit , dtque confnxerit ? Sed ^rmr eds , qudf 
fduciores commemorduimrtSj longe etidm flurcs fcri 
bendiforma fuferfunt dlix , qu(Z fudm c7 if/^ , c«« 
/e ddiungdnt , d nohis imdginem defiderdnt . ndm 
0- dgimus cum dhfentc per literds , idq; non uno mct 
do . Artium deinde frieceptd trdduntur . Poflrema 
incidunt dccufdtiones , uitu^erdtiones ^fudfiones , to 
tidem , his qu^ dppondntur , defcnfiones , Uuddtio,: 
nes , diffudfones . horum omniumgenenm imdgi^ 
nes , med quidcm fententid dut dh uno Cicerone, dut 
a nemine dlio funt fetendx ,// quidem hic itd eds 
mnihusfuis Unedmentis , dtcfue colorihus defcrihendo 
expreffit , itdq; exfreffds cmni ordtionis orndtu illui 
firduit , ut in utro fit mdiorem Idudem dffecutus , 
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nonfdcile dixeris . nam quod dd epflolds , ^Une fds 
edrum multa effegencrd . aut hic mus omnid felii 
ciffime execiim ejl , dut qu£ non dttigit , dut idfd^ 
cere ei minime ufus uenit , dut contempfit omnino. 
Certe f cjuis , qua Qicero trd^lduit , ferfecle noue^ 
rit , nilAl uereor , c^uin cmra c^uoc^m d fe ipfo fcffit 
egregie pertrdcidre. quod Bewl>M5 infuis{ut dlcum) 
hreuih.optime comprolduic : quific ed in epiftolafcr 
mdm redegit , ut , cum illd legdSy uere Utinas epiflo 
Ids iegere uidedris . cum uero pr<£cipit , non tdm id 
dgitficile , quod dgit , (^Udm fdciiiirr,e ^ ftdm fde^ 
litcr , dtque difiincle . ndm f de re muicipiici pr<x^ 
cepcdfim trddendd , ftdtim ed in fud diuidic cdpitd, 
fdrtes deinde cuiufc^i cdpit s rc^lo ordine, dtquc rd:3 
tione dhfolutiffime , dc minutijfme confcit . sin du 
tem ordtio ditius toilendd cfi , dCque dut dd iudiccs 
cdufd efl perordndd , dut diiqucm dd popuium or^ 
ndndum,dut in fendtu grduiter fentenciddiccndd ef: 
dut hic unus omnid egregie prccfiitit , dut diius ne^ 
mo . quis enim lioc uidct dcucins ? cpuis inuencd fuo 
qu^que ioco certius dijfonit^ qm orndtius f quis con 
fiofius f qitis grduius ioquitur ^ quis item cum cdu^ 
fd cxordicur dptlus f quis brcmus ,fuduius , mdgisq} 
dilucide rem totdm ndrrdndo comple^itur <' quis 
fuds uircs dugec forcius ^ quis dduerfdrtj udiidius dc 
biiiCdC ^quis icem commodius d propofico di^rcditurf 
quis commodius ad propoftum rcdit <' cpm Lc poflre 
mo, er quilm dnimi dccrkus impeHdncur dd irdm, 
qwi^us impuif ienius dd mifricordidm crdducdn 
mr,duc mifcrdbiiiHs , dut dcrius pertrdddc f in cpiu 
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quoque foflrcmd diccndi uirtute mdximd fiid fo- 
lus domindbjtur ^ in ijs cdufs ^ in quihus plures pd^ 
troni ddhiberemur ^ edm omnes illi coniunHiffimis 
fcntenttjs defrebdnt . Res und ef udridy^- multiis. 
f>lex ordtorid fdcultds in cuius diic^ud ^drte qui ex:^ 
celluerint ^ multifdne qtiidem numcrdntur ordtores^ 
qui uero uniucrfdm cius fcrtrdS{dnd<i>rdtionem e^re 
gie ^ dc pcrfede tenucrit ^ cuic^) frimds ^ ^ fccun^ 
dds ^ tcrti.is omnes uno confenfu fdcile concefr: 
ferint ^ folus cft Cicero . ndm fi in re humili uerfci^i 
tur ^ edmc^i dut demiffms ^ ut pdr efl ^ fequdtur^ dut 
fi dd cdufx dmpUfcdtioncm iUdm ipfdm dltius toildty 
dici non pofjet ^ c^iidm utrunque fdcidt commode . 
In mdgnd uero fi idem ufus dcciddt ^ dut hic omnem 
dd edm exto^lcnddm ordtionis uim ^ dtque illdm ip:^ 
fdm luminihus omn.hus ilujlrdnddm f^lendidifjime 
ddJnbebit ^ dut fr^jctered nemo . Sin dutem contrd 
hdec eddem extenudndd fit ^ nihil hoc humilius ^ nihil 
dhiedius dcmitti fotejl . cum in temferdtd nihil ex^ 
trinfecus dttingdt ^ quo quidem mdgis dd hdnc ^ 
qudm dd dlterdm pdrtcm inclindre uidedtur . Duce 
funt res in Ordtore ^ qudi illi mdximdm Idudem df-^i 
ferre folent ^ dicendi uis ^ dc f^duitds ^ utrd qudrum 
uis in quo extiterit ^ is certe mdgnus hdhchitur ord:^ 
tor ^ utrdm uero Ciccro ccrtius fojfederit ^ in duhio 
relinquitur ^ ndm cum uult ^ itd duditorum dnimos 
fuduitdte firfundit ^ ut eos omni liquefdcidt dulccit 
dine . Contrd ^fi lihet^fic dltius eos ipfos dcfgit^ ut 
in ijs grduitdtis dculcos dd diuturnum tempus relin^ 
qudt . dic ne finguU ( ut coepi ) pergdmfuis Idudi^ 
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lus toUcrc qU((: in hoc um omnid jloruerunt ^ id 
tdntum ddddm ^ hoc uno in cjuouis dicendi generc 
nihil pcrfeclius ^ nihil cumuldtiiis ^ nihil dhfolutius 
necfd6lum effe ^ necferi ^otuiffe huna^; eum fuif^ 
feordtorem tenere ^offumus ^ quem Antonius fe nun 
qudm uidiffe dicehdt ^ quemq; Cicero i^fe in fuis ordn 
torijs lihris optime informdt ^ tdmetfi is ^rohe ^ (^7 
modefliffime diffimulet . Hunc igitur unum in hi^ 
fce dicendi generihus^ dd cuius imdginem fcriptd fud 
conformet ^ dtque dd c^eterd dicendi generd locutio:^ 
nem trdnsferdc ^ quifque fihi proponcre ^ dc deligere 
tndxime dehehit . Sed quonhm mihi idm integrum 
non efl ^ ut poetds dh ordtorihtis fegregem ^ quos fui^ 
prd coniunxerim ^ pcrgo ^ ut eos quoque dhfoludm . 
tdmctfi qudm diffcili ^ fcopulofq; in loco mihi uer^ 
fdndum fit y pldne uideo ^ cum de tjs hominihus ^ qui 
dnimi uigore dd Deos propius quJ:mgenere dd hoi^ 
mincs dccedunt ^ ego homuncio iudicium fd6\uru$ 
fim . Sed hacc quoque ioco pluris fit ^ dpud me dni^ 
mum ergd fudiofos meum finguldri offcio extitiffe ^ 
qudm uel tdntum meum pcriculum diffimuUndo de 
uitdffe . E^o igitttr ex tdnto eorum numero ( e(l 
enimpeneinfnims) quiin pdngendis uerfihus fe fc 
ohle^idrimt^ pducos ddmodtim reperio^ qui itd inge-^ 
nio floruerint ^ itd cloqucntid pr^liiterint ^ itd deni^ 
que diuino illo f^iritu dffldti ucrfus cius generis edii^ 
derint^utdignihdhcdntur^quonm nohis imdft:^ 
nem propondmus dd imitdndum . Atque ut dh illis 
cxordidr qui numcris huic ^ qud uulgo Idtini loqucs 
hdntur p ordtioni coniun^tiorcs funt : Duo tdntum 
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: comkomm numero fADcrjnnt y 
tHS P . Terentm , ex cjuaYum titrocjJu fdtis 
hdbehis , cjHod in tudmfdbuUm trdmferre j>offts di 
imitdndum , ndm fiue rifum (jiixrds crcberrimum , 
quod fo^ulo mdxime ^ldcere intelligo , id ex ?ldUi 
to fumds licehit . Sedne rifum tdmen exceddt , erit 
tihi mdgno^ere uidendum . Sdles enim <^ fdcetix 
ufcjue ej fdles funt , c^uodd intrd legem fudm contitt 
nenturj cum uero dd fcurrilitdtcm [uxuridntur-^tum 
^lcheio tdntum digrua funt the.itro . Sin grduitdtem 
in fcendm inducere mduis , dc cum fummd etidm di 
gnitdte dcledldre , qud uid id efficids , Terentius tihi 
fdcile demonjlrdhit . de quorum utroque j)lurd nihil 
dttinet dicere , cjiUm quie dh Andred 'i^idUdgerio in 
fud in rerentium epiftold prAdentiffme funt difj}Utd 
td . Ldtindm cjnidem ordtionem ^ducis quihufddm ue 
tujlis uocihus(ftc enim ipfi tum locfuehdntur) declindn 
tis , ex utroque tihi mutudri licehit . [oge tdmen cdm 
uheriore vldutus fupfteditdhit . ftefdis enim quoddm 
modo , ue[{ut modefius dgdm de tdnto uiro)^drcior 
eft -rerentius , cjH£ res i[life off.rt f^fws dicen^ 
ddm , eodem femfer modo , dut fducis admodu nm^ 
tdtis , dn f>ronunciet mln[ Idhordt . cum vldutus in 
€0 nuncj.idm fit fui fimi[is , nouusq; in noud ordtio^ 
ne femver dppdredt . Po[itior , dc cdfior tdmen^cfuo 
ddm ctidm modo nohi[ior Terentij [ocutio omnihus 
femper ef uifd , qux^ res undfortdffe in edm ofmio^ 
nem homines induxit , ut eius fihu^ds mdgnd ex fdr 
te d lelio , dtque Africdno expobtds , uel etidm con^ 
feclds effe fAlficdrentur . Comoedii fuhfecjuitur Trd. 
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gcjcdid , etfi fcio dlio ordine hdnc ndtam ejje. in hdc 
dutem fi meum iudicium libere proferdm, uereor ma 
gnopere , nc contrd multorum fententidm fdtis id pof 
fim fujiinere , dtque ^rohare . ndm fecus , qudm ego 
fentio j multis iam fridem ^erfudfum ejfe intelligo . 
Sed , ne ah hoc cjuoque deterredr j NdUdgerius effirs 
cit , c^ui Terentio hoc modo ^ofi multd fecuU dduer^s 
fus multorum fententidm in comicis locum fiium pr^e 
clire reflituit . Secum igitur in hoc gcnere fdhuldi f>le 
ricjue ^efjime dcium effegrduiter queruntur , nes 
que id tdntum trdgicorum fducitdte , qui dd unum 
exfretjuenti numero funt redd^i {id enim incommo 
di cum multis dlijs drtihus illi commune dccidiffe, dli^ 
qudm confoldtionem hdhere foffct) fed quid , cjui reli 
quus ejl , itd eius fcriptd improhdncur , ut ne digrnt 
fiidem fmt , qun ferlegdntur , nc dum in uUum 
eum trdgicorum numerum ferduxerint . utrum dti 
tem id itd fit^idm uidcdmus . Tridfunt , <j«(e trdgoe 
dia mdxime conucniHnt , ex^ecidtio , gefiio , exitus^ 
horumnihilin tothuius trdgoedijs dejiderari uide:a 
tur . summdm enim hic duditori cum mdgndrum 
rerum excitdt expecldcionem , tum illum ufque eo fn 
fjjenfum fuftinet, ut,(jHorfum tdntus dppdrattis prius, 
cjUdm dd rem ipfdm fit peruentum , minime fentidz: 
tur . CXuod dutem dd rei geftionem j aut ed uerhis 
tdntum explicdtur , dut etidm re ipfd ojlcnditur , ^ 
uc uerd dnte oculos geritvtr . dieiionii id quidem ge^ 
nus eft^ cjHod fdtis tolerdhile ejf uidextnr . certe quic 
quid hdbet minus purgdcx locutionis , ^ iUi acdci , 
tr eius fortdjjcn^cioni potuit condonari j m tdnti 
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omnmo ejje non dehuit ^ ut qua ms ca^terd multd 
fnnt o^timdi ^ tdm imque tx hominum ledione qudfi 
delcrcntUY ^ fmfertim cum locutionis rdtionem fcne 
totdm dliunde ^etenddm cjje pr^cdfidmus . Alterum 
erdt ^ cum res dnte oculos ^ ut eft ^rlus um gefd ^ 
iterum qu.if uerdgcritnr . in quo ncque hic exlex^ 
dut tcmerdrius eft dcior . ndm ctf lAededm cordm 
fopdo necdntem filios inducit ^ item Herculis d fdtrc 
furenti fgittis confoffos ^ licere hoc quoque ^erfdbui^ 
Ulegem ^funt qui grduiffme tcfentur du^ores ^ 
C7 quigrdccdm fcripfere fahuldm ^ hoc fuo drbitrdtu 
fd^itdjfe confdt . At Hordtius in Idtinis dlitcr fn^z 
fit . dt ctidm redius fenferit ^ c57 ndturdm fidm^ <^ 
fortdffe etidm fud tcmj^ord fecutus dh horum f^e^d 
culorum immdnitdte dhhorruerit ^ fuhfcciitd eji dlid 
atds ^ dtque d'ius fcriptorihus animus ejl ddtus. certe 
neque Hordtij iniuridm ^ ncque mihi noudm lcgem 
fdcio^fdd dudrum legum d tcrdm fuhfcriptionem 
medm dccommodo ^ eius non fcquor . qudf uero c7 
Terentius a comicorum lcgc non intcrdum receddt ^ 
^ non infihuldm hondm meretricem ^ focrum nu^ 
rus cHpidum ^ dcprorfis dlien^^s ferfonds dd quodda 
certum tempus minime inepte introducdt. Exitus du 
tem is ef ^ qui mdxime trdgo^dice conuenit ^ lucluois^ 
fus . quin etidm fi -pdulo Utior ddhihcdturj non is td^ 
men eft ^ quo minus fdhidd frobdri poffit . Trdga i:: 
di^ Wid grduitds mdxime proprid ef . h(fx dutern 
dut perfonis ^ dut re^ dut uerhis ipfs contineri^ dtque 
prs:fdri folet . Qwod dutem dd perfonds^e^ quidem 
in hunc funt indui^ce ^ qu£ trdgocdils conueniunt ^ 
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Yt^(J^ ^ mdgn(2 . Res dutem mfi ed quoque ^ qua trd 
goedids excket . Vojfremo uero fic grduiter dgit ut 
neque rci uerhd ^ neque uerhis res j^erdmpld deejfe ui^ 
dedtur . in re enim horrihili uhi eius ordtio^ non grda 
uis ? uhi non triftis ? uhi non dtrox ? uhi dutem rei^. 
mijfd f uhi Utd f uhi ^Ucidd ? uhi denique cum re 
totd non confentit ^ dtque conuenit optime ? Trdgoe 
di(Z uero grduitdtem ^ de qud nuncdgitur ^ ddiuudri 
in^rimis grduitdte fentcntidrum nemo non intelligit. 
Qmsdutem uno Senecdin fententijS eft crehrior^ 
quis etidm grduior f cum in eo quot uerfus ^ tot pe^ 
ne grduifjim(£ fententice numerentur^ exq; omnes 
fuo loco cum dignitdte fofit.i> ^ dtque di6liZ fmt ? 
QUdnto trdg(X'di<£ fcriptor mdgis ynifericordidm du^ 
ditori commouehit q^idnt^ rem crudeliorem ^ dc md 
gis dtrocem fdciet tdnto dh hoc mdiorem fihi fldUi^ 
fum excitdhit ^ tdnto eius grdtidm inihit ^quiorem • 
dt Sencca cum id exequitur ^ ufque eo f^drtem illdm 
integerrimc f)rd:fdt ^ ut mirds inter queflus dccldmd 
tioncs duditori fuo commouedt . chori in trdgoedid 
nifi cum re ipfa confntidnt nif ^leni fmt fentend^ 
ttjs ^ nif (^que fcelus dtque dignum efl Idmententur , 
dut contrd y tiirtutem Idudihus efferdnt ^drihus ^ ij 
uitio dliquo cdrcre non fojjunt . uhi dutem hic nofter 
legem edm non diligenter cAfodiuerit ^ dc rcligiofc 
conferudrit ^uhi non ed omnid cumuldte ^r^s^fiterit ^ 
uhi dliquid ddmiferit^ expecto ^ qui me docednt.quod 
tdntum dheft utfdcile foffint ^ ut(f cum hoc dliqudn 
do ^quiore dgdnt dtiimo) in tjs ipjis choris fcribcndis 
nojlrum grcccos omncs ^ qui extdnt ^ fupcrdf[e fdtean 
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tur ^ nccejfe fit . \d uero mihi in hoc uira permirum 
uidetur ^ qii^d cum totfdbulds ^ eds^^i tdm copiofe 
mnes perfcripfcrit^nouus tdmen fcmper dppdrcdt^ nurz 
qudm fui fimilis . neque qui ^ quod d fe . ntcd fit di^ 
^um dlids^ in dlium item mutuetur locum . ut qudfi 
dmnem imitetur ^ cuius idem perpetuus fit curfus ^ 
qu£ tdmen dqud fcmel pr^^terldpfd ejl ^ nunqudm 
Yeldbdtur . Vt inique ^ dtque hdud fcio dn impie ifii 
fdcere uidedntur ^ qui tdm ob pdrudm cdufdm uni:^ 
cumpoetdm ne lcgcndum quidem effe contenddnt^ fi^ 
quidem totnm hominem ieuiffimd de cdufd prorfus 
toUere ^ belludrum mdgis cjUdm hominis ejl omni:^ 
no.iquidem cum in hoc genere plures fcripferinty 
cditeriqi omnes prorfus interierint ^ resq; trdgicd dd 
unum hunc redd^ld ft ^ huic ^ cui melior fortund pe 
fercerit ^ db hominibus quoque pdrcendum ^ dtque in 
quem eum locum ed ipfd pofuerit fortund ^ in eo dh 
ijs quoque retinendum effe ^fdcile cenfeo , Um uero 
CdtuUo in co genere cdrminis ^ cui ex fylUbdrum nu 
mero hendecdfylUb.nomen efl inditum ^ ne primds 
fdcile conceddm ^ tj efficiunt ^ qui in obfcccnumDeii 
tdm Idfciue ^ tdmq^ urbdne iocdntur . Sed pofi eos ^ 
uel undm etidm cum ijs frimum locum per me qui^ 
dem licet ut tenedt . perfdlfe enim ^ ^ fdcete ge^ 
nus i^lud omne pertrdildt . Dijfdcerent ut eius opus 
tdm integrum hdberetur qudim ipfe in dicendo pent 
nihil omifit ^ quod effet defidcrdndum . At dliterfen^ 
fit lodn.Pontdnus ^ e7 quidem mihi grduiffimus du^ 
elor opponitur ^ cuiusqi ineodem numero uerficuli 
mihi mdxime drrident . belliffime enim etidm ipfe io^ 
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cdtur^ ^ urhdmffime ^ fed uereor^ ne dd nhnidm 
mollitiem fc fe dimittdt . Venufldtem quidcm mdgh 
Idfciuientem ^ cjudm ex dliqud ^drte grduitdth digni 
tdte tcmferdtdm non diffimuUt . Vrimum dutcm lo 
cum in elegid ^ihullum fcrihendi fudidtdte fhi uendi 
cdre j^utdmus . neqne fit nunc^ cjui ii/i dut Ouidiitmy 
dut l^rofCYtium conferdt . quorum utcrc[i omnino> 
(jiidfddm elegids confcripfit ^ qui£ ddmodum non con 
temndntur . in cmrii uera^ c^uorum longe mdior 
eji numerus ^ dlter dut fe iufio demiffius dgit ^ dut 
itd cum numeri ^ tum uerhorum nu^lo prorfis delc:- 
iiu hdUtouerfus pdngit ^ ut f<^pius c^uiccjuid in huci^ 
cdm in cdrmen conijcidt . Alter ucro ^ dut rci diffi:^ 
cultdte ^ dut numcro quoddm dfj^eriore Vdulo horri^ 
diorhdhetur . cum in Tihullo ^cne lc^ifjimd omnidy 
^froptcrea ctiim fdcillimd U^dntur ^ cdddntcji itd 
eius numcri lenitcr ^ ut mdgis concinne cddere non 

!)offcnt : dcftn quo frimdm Uudem dccjuirit elegid , 
lic itd dj)te udgetur ^ itdc^i compofite diucrfi connc^ 
ildt ^ ut in re multi^lici ^ dc j^crudrid intcgrum ^ tdis^ 
men dcperpetuum ^ cjudm longum cfl^fdum cxifdt. 
Qupd Vrdncifus Molfd pUniffime fcnfit^qui dd huius 
imdginem optime omnium ucrfus fdcichdt . Hord^ 
tius in duohus cdrminum gcncrihus cgrcg^e ucrfdtus 
efl j Lyrico^ ^ hcxdmctro : fcd non illo ciuidcm grdr^ 
uioreheroico ^ cjuo diuinus Mdro : fed qui longe eft^ 
cum dd dmicos dhfcntcs fcrihcndum ^ tum intcr pr^e^: 
fcntes colloqucn\um^fdmilidrior : in cpuorum titroque 
(jui i^di fmilior cffe fudchit ^ rcde prohdhitur . ut in 
Lyrico meus vUmminius p tdmetf nimis cito drtcm 
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iUdm defmk . in illo uero dltcro /in (jtio itd Idxis nu 
tncris djlricldm orddoncm inccdcrc diahdm ^ ut pf:j 
ne libcreingrcdi uidcrctur^ Bondmicus ^ Ldmpridius^ 
Priulus ^ qui tdmcn ^ i^fe dlio hxc ftudid ccnucrtit 
dd fxnciiorcs litcrds ^ nccnon etidm Mdnutius noflcr^ 
qui egregie co qiioc^ue numcro dd dmicos fcrikre cort 
fueuit . fcd quonidm in hac quoque pdrte dupliciter 
uerfdri dictum efl Hordtium ei7 cum dd dhfmes 
fcribit ^ ^ij' cum dgit corkm ^ no\:\m in hoc\ quo prtf:: 
fens ordtio rcfcrtur ^ quifj)idm mihi luucndlcm du^ 
dcdt obijcere . Ndm Vcrjium nihilucrcor . ndm cum 
dd cdfigdndum ^quod in coft mdxinie ucrfuum gc 
nere ^ du(£ uiafint omnino ^ is dut iudicio non fdno^ 
dut ndturd^rdUd duclus odiofiorcm fibi dclcgit-^qu(C 
eft ^ ut fcrj^ctuis iurgijs ^ dc fan<£ mctu ^ro^ofito fcc 
cdntcm ddfdnitdtcm trdduccre conctur ^ in qud dc^ 
cufdndi rdtione itd fcej^ius dcrem cdfligdtorcm^ dtque 
dfl^erum dgit commonitorcm ^ ut nidgis dd grduius 
deiinqucndHm ^ dc etidm dd dcj^crdtionem rcum im 
fcUdt ^ qudm ut fuorum fcclcrum quicqudm dut fu^^i 
dcdt ^ dut ^ocnitcdt . dc ne te mtdtis tcncdm ^ cui non 
id eldtum nimis^uel dicdm infolcns uidcri ^otuit^ 
-)-> undc exorditur? Sempcr cgo duditor tdntum ? nun 
-)-> qudm ne rc^ondm f dt nofcr ufquc co lcnitcr fuum 
cdftigdndo ddigit ^ ut is Idchrimds ^rd^ pudne non tc 
ncdt ^ fq: co p in quo ddmomtur ^ odcrit plurimum. 
quod quidcm pdtris eft ^ iUud mdgis doyy.ini intcrejfc 
uidctur • Ad hdec iilud dcccdit ^ quld in Idtind locu:^ 
tione illc recentior huic Komdno conccddt ^ of^ortct . 
QjAondm tdndem-^inquit^ille ouidiiim mihi re^onis f 
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num hic ex tot uoluminum dliquo imcr tuos recen^ 
feri commeruit ^ dn prorfus ut qui dd imit:indum 
nihil confcrdt ^ reijcitur ? hunc equidem y quod ui:^ 
dedm ^ ex heroidum epifolis ( itd enim infcrihitur iU 
lud oj^us)dtc^^e ex trdnsformdtionihus ^ojfum in dlic, 
quem locum reciji^crc ^ quo dignus fit c^uem imitc:^ 
mur • Sed huius i^fius Mcdedm dudio d fummis ui:: 
ris omnihus in coelum tolli . ed f uncjudm in lucem 
^rodicrit ^ fortdffe locum illi dlium imf^etrdhit . Idm 
uero d Uicretio ^ f qui dut de dnimd dut de rehus 
coelefihus ^ dc ndturdlihus dliquld uerfhus dgendum 
tffe confituit ^ imdgincm edm fumere licchit ^ ut nu-^ 
fer Aonius trihus de dnimd lihris optime ^erfcciffe iu 
dicdtur-^qui totum cius numerum itd effnxit^ ut mi^ 
hi fcne Lucretium dlterum^ cum eum legOy legere ui:z 
dedr . Ac c^uonidmfere nemo ef^ cjui^ modo ^rimds 
fylldhds dttigerit ^ non dudcdt dliquid in epigrdmmd 
te iocdri ^ dcferpduci med cjuidcm fcntcntid itd fcri:z 
hdnt ^ ut iterum lcgi foffnt^ his cjuoque mdxime fro 
uidcndum ejl ^ ut hdhednt quo rcBe imitdndo fefert 
cipidnt . hdnc dutcm fdlmdm funt cjui CdtuUo con-^ 
fdntcr defcrdnt^fcd is quoddm fuo 7tumcro nimis dc 
le6ldri uidetur. qui n^ mihi quocjue prohdtur ^ f fud 
fj^onte ucnidt . fcd ucreor ne ui f^pius coddus trd^ 
hdtur in comfofitionem ^ certe conquiritur diligcn^i 
tius^0' froptcrcd ctidm Idhoriofus conncHitur ^ 
dtque 7tcn fdcilius compdrdtur . longe ucro mdior 
eorum ef numcrus ^ qudnto ctidm igndrior ^ qui in 
hocgencre Mdrtidlcm fcqudntur.de quihus nihil 
alitid dicam ^ qudm id eisfdcerc fnc riudli per mc 

qnidem 



i!: 



(il!: 



trs'' 



0 



L I B E R I . 

qiddcm mAxmc Ikcre . V.quidem illos foleo , <^ukun^ 
que tj fnere j qui cHmVirgilio in ohfcxnum Deam 
txm emdite , f.-im ek^dnCcr lufcre, cxCeris lius gcnc:: 
ris fcrij^torihus fMilc antifcrre . idf, inre oj^timofd:i 
cere liidfior , «jwf^pe ^«i C7- imentione nnnimz tiuWd 
ri , e!7 di6{i:ine , qune germdne Idtind fc , «e^we rc/ji 
quis dntcccUdnc . Qwotf ««mj i:<dudgerius wi^iit 
ptm«5 , e7 omnium imitdtus cf opcime . Tm 
rAilnddlmc rcftdttc j (juibus fimilitudinis imdginem 
in ^octis dccrikidm , Bucolicum cdrmcn , grdndius 
tdui hcroicum y-<c c^udf yellicim , e7 f '^o* 
rwm utninc^ue inccricctum cft , mcdiocre , ^w^tm fri 
^irwm imiCdndi rdcioncm Mdro nobis unus cum dhu 
ddntifjime , cum luculcmifftme fup^edicdhic . hk ec^ 
cnim in uno quofic ftc uerfdcus efl , uc in fmguiis os 
mnihus egrcgic pncfticcric . ndm cu uiderct qudntdm 
wtiucrfdCr£cid ex trihus fracldris fcrjptorihus,rheo 
crico y Hcfiodo , dtc^ue Homeroi gloridm cor.fcquerc^ 
tur , minime contcntus ^fi eorum qtiemuis in fuo ge^ 
nere tdntum <£c^.idffct , omnid unus in fe i'xpiriri tfi 
dufus : c^uod fjidcm ingens onus itd udlidis humeris 
fujlinukj ut quo Grccci fuum fmguli , dc ferfe c^uif^ 
que , hkfolus trid iik fcrihcndi generd forccer , dc 
fummd cum omnium Idude in Ldtium ^rouexerk , fi 
quidcm in fdjtoricio cdrmine humili, dCfte demiffo 
cdldmo omnium optime eji ufus , quds mdnfuctiorcs 
mufds fuo loco , dtqpic ordine res ruficd Ccmperdtius 
excefit , d qud difccdens diuinx i]li diuini hominis tu 
hd dltius cdrmen intonuk , cum heroicds uirtuces/t-, 
que drma, inuietd tjfdcm ^erj^etuis uerfihus grdiiiffi^ 
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nte efi pcrfecum . Sed dt i^oetis hdiHenus , um:^; dd 
inpimtum nojlrum redcdmus . Hifunt igitur fcri 
ftores j qui fuo quifcjue gcncre mdxime frohm* 
tur j qiiofque ipfi ex honorum omnium fcntcn 
tia fecjuendos cffc fldtuimus . qud ucro 
id ratione fieri dchedt , dcince^s 
dlteroj p- tertio lihro fU 
nijjime (quemad^ 
modu drhi 
tror) 
demonjlrdhitiir . 
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Bdrt^:olomn Riccij de mitdtione dd Alfonfrm AtCt 
jliHmy fuum in Ikens dlumnum^ Hercnlis 
ferrdriie Frincij^is filiun: , 



LIBER SECVNDVS. 

ROPERANTI mHn Alfonfc 
Vrtnceps ed , qH£ fcrihcrc inf^itue^t 
p rdm dc imitdtione , hoc fecundo li^ 

hr^ dhfolutius explicare , in metem 
ucnit uereri , ne med liacc omnis opc 
rdfrupra fumeretur , ncue cuidus dicendi genus an 
te , qudm dd fuum fummum ^erueniret , dut meo , 
dut quouis etidm m.tiore ftudip contineri fcffet^ (^Ain 
retro frxce^s colidheretur . ndm cum ^ducos ddmon 
dum uidcrem , cjui illifuderent , multas dutem cjui 
ohfiflerent dcerrime , dc non fdrum etidm dfcenfus 
dd eius perfefiiotjem refidre ferfj>icer^m-)fddlein 
hdnc fufficionem ddducchdr, ut mdgnofere uererery 
ne mdgxs inde , uhi nmc fitd ejl , elocjuentidy iterum 
dd imum detjcerctHr , qudm quod reliciuum erdt 
dfcenfus , fuj^erdret omnino . cuius cjuidem mei iupifi 
fimi metus rdtionem omnem ut fldnius ex^liccm^fdu 
lo mihi dltius efi rcpetendum . Elocjuentid igitur , 
quemddmodum memori£ j^roditum efi , cum ^rimTi 
ejl ndtd , de rcrum on-.nium more fduldtim , dc lon 
^ifftmo temforis ffdtio dd fuum fummum ^erucnit, 
ndm d regihus(de Idtind cnim nunc dgimus elocjuen^i 
tid)dd Ciccronis ontdtem , m c^uo mo fdne conflitit , 
dc cjuicquid hdhuic ei7 decorisj ^ uis ^ id omnc in iU 
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lo explicduit j feptin^enti ^lus minus , imerceiujn^ 
dnni .fiqmdem tdnt<£ diffkuhdtis eft , ddferfi^Ho^ 
nem unum (jmdque fudm feruenire . fondv iild qui 
dem l.crdfjijet M.Antonij ordtorii £Cdte, fed in uno 
Cicerone mJCimtdtem fudm confecutd , edm fofled 
tdm diu retinuity quodd diuind ilU diui honnnis mx 
fcr fummum jhgitium ere^td , dtc^ue interclufd efl . 
uno uera Cicerone de medio iniquifjime fubldto , uf^; 
eo de dignitdte fAdfduldtim efi deicctd , ucprimum 
hdrbdricm omncm in fe recipere , dcinde , qudfi hoc 
fdrum effet . in dliendm lingudm totd commigrdre 
codHd fit . in quorum dltero qudm diu confederlt , 
nihil dttinct dtcere y cum eo nouo fermone uulgo os 
mnis ddhttc utdtur Itdlid ji^^ut uideo , ferpetuo 
fit ufurd . in dltcro ucro multd quidem confenuit^dC:: 
que cont:tbuic fccuU ,f quidcm ab Augufti intcritu 
(ut qudnco poffum cdm longhis reuocem) pduUtim 
oh fcurdri ccx-pcdjnon multos pofl dnnos in edm^qudm 
pdulofuprd dicebdm , bdrbdrorum colluuiem demcr^ 
fd efi . quo quidem eitis miferrimo , dc cdUmitofiffi^ 
mo tempore ed peffime confcripcd func nchmind^cpudi 
ut mdk herba , qu£ Utlffimis frugibus inndfcuncury 
dcnfffimds bcnis i'Jius feliciffimi feculi du^hribus tcc 
nebrds offuderunc . Ex quibus tdmcn^ qudndo Dij uo 
luerunc , fcnfm cdput efferre cccpit , tdndem cnim 
aliqudndo , dtque ddeo pofl multd fccuU Ldurcntins 
extititVdUd , quific de ilU eft meritus , uc qui qudm 
optime , longe uero co quoque melius quod totdm op 
preffdm , dtque fepultdm offcnderdt . Vofl hunc 
Vdidus Cortefius (etf longo fortdffe poft mcrudilo ) 
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hulc quoq-AC ^Ttz-po (tffutjfe uiietur . qutd ille umen 
frofcceric ^ nm fdtU confldt. Certe cum Volitidni 
aquilii effct , diucfui eum , dc rcK^Mos nui <ctdti$ 
erudkiffmoi uiroi , fcd ^drum difcrtoi , £loc^ucntia> 
di^nitdtem pcr imifdioncm cffe refituenddm^ forti^ 
ter contendic . cxtdt ciui epifiold dd eum iffum An^e 
lum ?olitidnum in hdnc fententidm cum ualde eru^ 
dite , tum etidm perelcgdntcr confcriptd . H« dutem 
Adridnui dcceffit , fdfofled {utnofiri loquuntur) 
Cdrdindliifuit.fiic^ipfe elociuenti<c lumind^er 
infignid ciuxddm^quihui difiindd mdpdme iRufiriijic 
ret ordtio , fatii afte dcmonfirauit . Hunc autem 
tpfif tdmen hoc fdrum de me ipfo per medm mode^ 
flidm mihi Hcct dgeye) fecuti fimui , f dppdrdtti 
noftro , utdWciuidhuic fdcukdn confulercmiu , w^ts 
gnofcre contcndimui . utrum dUtem id fimui dffecuis 
ti , dliorum iudido reliclum uokmui . Ah dltero dp 
tdrdtui noflri dnno Udriui Uizoliui exiuit in me^ 
dium , qui e7 ipfe fdcnltdti ifi certe fbiYimum^ fro^ 
fuit . Pofiremo etidm meui 7.dnchiui , fii uniuerfds 
Idtindiuocei fdtiifdruouokminecomfleai cfl du^ 
fui , cum nefie tdmen multi fr<etered dlij interim de 
fuerint , if^, eruditiffmi , df^we omdtiffmi «iri,gui 
aud id rdtione fotuerunt non fdrum ofn m hdnc 
dicendifdcultdtemftudiofe contulerunt . Ex quibus 
tx m , ciui froximi dccejfere , f^dtuor mihi in frU 
mii occurrunt , nuU unqudm fnguli fdtii Uude co^ 
menddndi, Andrcdi Wdgeriui , Vetrui Alcioniui, 
Chriflofhorui Longoliut , udius Cdmifiui . Sed Udi 
udzerius €0 iudicio uir fuit , ut nulU in re , ^udm 
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ipfe fcYipfiJJlt j (jHdrKjudm in ed cmrii omnihusfdci^ 
le fdtiifeciffct j fbi quicquu fdtisfdceret . cjUdre etidm 
eucniebdt , ut non itd crebro dd fcrihendum dccede^ 
ret j quin etidm , tjuod moriens fecum hdhuit in GdU 
lid , ubipdtrioi fu<e lcgdtus deceffit , pducis horis dnte 
qudm moreretur, dnte oculosfuos comhuri iuffiffe ftr 
tur . hic dutem quicquid hahmt , quod quidem pluri 
mumfuit , id totum hdhuit d ndturd , in quof uel 
mediocre fludium ddhihuiffet, nulli duhium efl^quin 
reliquos omnihus fcrihcndi uirtutihus fdcile fuperdf- 
fet , certe, cjuod perrdrum efl , in eo uiro non defuit, 
ut in utrdfiefcrihendi rdtione ecquc egrcgie exceUue 
rit . Alcionij dutem diHio fic ed quidem compofite , 
dtque ndturdliter fuehdt , ut cum mdoame Ciceronid 
nd ejfet , cd tdmcn db co fumptd effe, nulli fentiretur, 
non cnim edm fcriptionem confadtus efl , qua locuc 
tionem integrdm , dtfie ddeo periodos ipfds in fudm 
ordtionemqudfde induflrid trdr.sferret . fed neque 
ipfefcripfit multum , dut non is cfl femper , qui de 
exilio dgit. chriflophorus Ungolius ^ hreui fdtis 
multd fcripfit , ^ quod dd locutionem dttinet , edm 
uidmfecutus efl^ qud quicquid ci diccndum dccideret, 
id qudfl cx Ciccronis ore dixiffe , dc eius lingud , ut 
fud ufus effe uideretur . quod genus dicendi etidm tu, 
CH moriturimoritur.n.ddolcfcens) fic probduit.ut nul 
li duhium fit.quin f dd iuflos annos uitdm perduxif- 
fetjn dicendo fdcile omnium princeps extitiffet . lulius 
dutcm Cdmillus cum ^7* ipfe minime inepte fcrihcrety 
dlidm tdmen rdtionem a fcrihendo , qud fdcultdtcm 
hdnc mdxime fuhleudrct J,hi ddinuenit , ndm cum 
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fY^tcY Idtindm diciionem, 0- dd dhflYufiOYd Intclli- 
gendum , dd Ycm intCY ft cpidf per fud cdfitd 
optlme conflitiicnddm miYC ndtiiYd fjiHiis effct , m id 
omne fudium fiium contidcYdt^ ut ddfddlimum 
mnium ufum omncm de eloqucntid Ydtionem fuo or^ 
dine dcfcYif^tdm conliitucYet . inde Ycgium illud thcd^ 
tYum cxiuit ^ txmetfi nondum cd cdm Ydtionem dcr: 
fcYiptum ^ qudm in dnimo conceptdm hdbebdt.ed du^ 
tem cYdt p ut qU(£Yenti pimum quid de qudque yc co 
pio/e diccYCt^ locos ei ubcYYimos ojfcYYCt^^demde quo id 
oYdinCy dtque dijfoftione tYdddYct^fdcile demonflYd 
YCt^Qui ucYO ed omwd ^gYcgie ddciccYGnis Ydtionem 
diccYentUY ^ tcYtio in loco copofiffime fubminifYdYct. 
Sed db hoc tdnto tdm.q^ nobili fudio mvdti pYimum 
cdfus iniquiffime eum ducYtcYunt ^ deinde fdCYdYum 
litcYdYum defidcYium hominem inudfit ^ fofiYcmo 
moYS ipfd totum nobis CYipuit ^ ndm cum ego hdnc 
fdYtem dgcYcm ^ is Mcdioldni dpud Dominicum Sdti 
lium Ycpentine moYitUY ^ uehemente ( ut CYcditUY ) 
dpoplifid fujfocdtus . Scd idm Ycdeo dd eos^ qui no^ 
hifcum ddhuc felicitCY dgunt ^ quoYUm ope ^ <^ fiu^ 
dio eloquendi Ydtio ^ ^ fdcultds mdxime uiget ^ dc 
foYet . F:^ quoYum numcYo ij mihi occuYrunt^ qtios 
fummepYobem^ duo ^ qui cumuldte fcYibendo quoti:^ 
die de eloqumid optime mcYcntUY ^ Idcobus Sddolc:: 
tus 5 Vetrus Bembus ^ ?old BYitdnus ^ Cdrdindles. 
Qui dutem ^ dicendo ^ c7 docendo duplicem hdnc 
Idudem dffequuntUY ^ lodnnes BdptifdT.gndtius^ 
PicYius VdlcYidnus ^ Rom . Amdfeus . LdZ . Bo^ 
ndmicus ^ PetYUsVi^oYius^ Bdrthol. Ldthomius^ 
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lodnncs Strumius . de qnihus ommhus omni uirtute 
fr<£dkh ulris nihil cft cjuod d me ex^e^les dm^lius ^ 
qudm cptod dut corum fcriptd ^ dut ex fuhlico loco 
uind uoxprohe de fc omnihus tcjldtum relincjuit . 
Cum non defint tdmcn ncque uiri complures dltj^ neti 
cpic etidm oprimd f^e ddolefccntcs ^ qui in cd fuflinen 
dd ^ O^f^^^^lf^ /liTim fummum aidm extoUendd 
cptimdm operdm ndudre f}offmt . in quihus Berndr^ 
dus "NdUdgerius fummd uir eloquentid ^ id cjuod 
etidm ex ed ordtione ^ qud ff lendidiffime Andredm 
Gritum Vrincipem vcnctidru infuncre fuhlico IdUin 
dduit ^ fdcik pcrf^ici potuic ^ Benedi^ius Khdmher^ 
tus ^ ipfe hoc gcnerc mirifce excellens ^ Berndrdi^i 
nus Mdfcus non tdm pdtrid ^ qudm etidm didionc 
uerc Romd7ius Ddniclfdmilid Bdrhdrus ^ lingud ^ 
dtque ordtione pldne Utinus Pompilius Amdfcus 
Komuli F . qui dicendo pdrcntcm optime refcrt . 
Crifofihomus Zdnchius^ DuoM.Antonij. e7 vUmc 
minius ^ Mdiordgius ^ in Arifotclis pdrdphrdfis 
uierquc Utine ^ dtque pcrelcgdrter confcrihendis . 
Ex quorum dltcrius idmpridem extdt in diuin^ phi^ 
lcfophi(£ duodccimum ^ dltcrius mox in qudtuor dc 
coclo iihros fufior dtque dihuidior edctur explicdtio . 
mciis itcm Mdnutius ^ Aldo pdtri diligentid ini^ 
dufrld compdrdndus ^ ingcnio ^ uirtute dntepot^ 
nendus . lulius Scdligcr ^ lodn.Omphdlius . lodch. 
Verionius ^ qui primns omnium re^e ex gr(£cis con^. 
ucrtcre didicit ^ dn docuit mdgis f non omnium mii^ 
nimdm prd^jldre potcrunt opcrdm . Ex tjs dutem ^ 
qui ddolefcentcs ^ ac cct.-itc pcnepueri^ dtque infdntes 
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funt , dkendi dutem clcgdntli po.f natu grdndioreSy 
Udfciis frdter , Cihertui Corregius Querccnfis -, 
M . VdnnidnHS , h\ntius Cdlinius , Syl . Scdliger 
lulij mei fdmilidriflmi pliiis , f «cji ddeo in frimis aI 
fjnfe Prince^s : gwi omnes adolefcentes non folum in 
optimd jhe uefrorum jludiorum , fcd etidm in ftm 
md . dociiffimorii hominum ddmirdtione fofiti ejlis. 
Sed ne fmgidos recenfedm , c^ui alic^uid , dtcjue ddco 
^lurimum. dicendo udient; cum item fcidm Corddum 
Regij le^idi , Luc£ Acternum , Vcrrdfne Cudriis 
num , e7 cirdldum , vincentia meum Crifolum 
o^time docere^ Benedicium dutem Accoltiumy Vrdn^s 
dfcum Gonzdgdm, Alexdndru Vdrnefium Cdrdin.^s 
les 0- fcrihere , eiT' ^Ofjzti fer<e'<ji fflcndide , nec^ue 
Hcrculem ^dtrem tutim minimc infdntem ejfe mt 
^rorfus fugidt , ucl ex cg temf/ore , cum ddmodum 
ddolefcens fic dpud Von.Adridnum cdufdm fudm pe^ 
Yorduit , ut i[[i ordtioni mdgno^ere omnes dccldmd^ 
rint j vontifex dutem cdufam integrdm fdcile ddiun 
dicdrit.^Vr^uifcum dcnicfue oliudm minime ignorem 
in hdc diandi rdtione omnium Iplendidifjime uerfd^ 
rij dtque tdntd huius intcgritdtis rcuerentid continci: 
ri , ut in eum ctidm ,// quem ucl inter loc^ucndum 
miniis Idtino interdu uerho fcnfcrit ufum dccrlius in 
uehdtur , ne inqudm omneSj qui hdnc dicendifdcuL 
tdtem colunt mdxime^ nominatim dfifeUem : ex om^ 
nihus gentihus atc^ue in frimis ex uniuerfd Itdlid 
huic numero mdior quoque numerus ddiungdtur , 
fcr me quidem licet . fclicius fit , qudm ego dudio , 
hoc folitioris Idtini fermonis ftudium , CT dmor , 




Early European Books, Copyright © 201 0 ProQuest LLC. 

Images reproduced by courtesy of the Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di 

Firenze. 

Ald.1.4.33 



I- ♦ 



DE IMITATIONE 
Ramd , Nedpoli , Bononid , lAutind , MedioUno , 
Verond , Fdtduio , venet^s . V.x unimrfd deniqne 
nthrurid (jHdntum potefl (fj fflendoris^^ elegdntijs 
dcceddt '. tot tdmen , dc tdntd funt , cfU£ huic grd:: 
uiffime dduerfdntur, (juacjue e^udf ol^fffkm infenfif^^ 
fime oppugndnt, ut hifortdffe dd edm gloridm, qud 
nunc mdxime foret , quodd nohifcum dgdnt , feli^ 
citer conferudnddm fdtis effe poffint . uhi uero decef^ 
ferint ( fti quotidie meliores duferuntur ) ejua ffes 
relicjud tfi^qud totdm pdulo pofl prorfus non timedm 
imeriturdm ? ndm cjui pofieris fdcidtds heec deinceps 
propdgdri poffit.duce ui<e funt omnino .fcribcndi 
und j docendi dltcrd , quorum neutrum d noflris fdi 
tis dbunde praflari nimis certo fcitur . ndm qui do^ 
cere optime fciunt j qui multis pdrtibus longe plures 
funt , qu:im cjuos pdulo fuprd commemordui , dut 
eiHsftudij Idborem fummum , dut indignitdtem non 
minimdm diutius ferre non poffunt , pnsfertim tdm 
eis exili mercede propofitd , dtcjue ed ipfdfuo fcepius 
tempore minime diffolutd.interdum etidm improbiffi 
me dbnegdtd . Quid f cjuod ex ijs , qui docent in^ 
terdum etidm fiultorum ciuium improbit.ne , qui 
duciorum eorum ir.terpretdtionem db eis pofiuknt , 
fiif>effime de Idtino fermone funt meriti potius , 
qudm id in hdnc ddmittdnt , ludos dcferunt , fefe in 
otium referunt , d publico munere dbfiinent . Q^i 
uero infcribendo pdripoffent rdtione uerfdri , necjue 
tj fud quocjue difficultdte qudm ob rem id officij mi^ 
nimeprceficntcxrere uidentur ,ndm cum dd illud 
otium multdfmt neceffarid , nccjue iUi tdmen exfu:s 
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fcriftis ulUm utilitdtem fercipidnt , dut d fcribendo 
frorfus cefjnnt ^ dut fdrum omnino fcribunt^ ed!^^ in 
terdum fecurn intcrirc fmunt . fed cum his pdulo li^ 
hcrius etidm dgdtur^ res cis undique dbunde fit : fcri 
bdnt inqudm ifti^ commode etidm fcribdnt^ innu^ 
merdbilid conpcidnt uolumina ^ gloridm fudm ddd::^ 
ment ^ qudntum tdmen fcriptio udledt dd hdnc ^ 
qudm (jiicerimus fummd^ elocjHenti(£ o^emferenddm ^ 
idm pridem cognitum efl ^ cum Ciceronis ipfius diui 
nd ilLi tot fcriptd multd fcculd idcuerint contemptiffi 
md ^ idc^: in ed ciuitdtc ^ in qud (^r ndtd ^ e7 ^ltd ^ 
eir diu feliciter domindtd effct ehcjucmid . lllud dd^ 
de j cjuod fi cjui ddolefccntes hifce himdnioribus fiuic 
dijs mdxime deleHentur , dc breui in tjs plurimum 
fint progrejfuri ^ copidscj; nofrds mdxime cum fcri:$ 
bendo ^ tum etidm docendo fmt dddufiuri^ continuo 
eorum pdrcntes rei dugend(£ ^ qudm ordtionis expo^i 
lienddC multo duidiores ^ eos dd dlids fdcultdtes ^ d 
pdleis ( ut ipfi dicunt) ddgrdnd compeilunt coliigen^ 
dd . in quo ipfo qudntum de uiribus nofiris detrdhi ^ 
tdntum dduerfariorum dddugcri fentimus . Idm uc 
ro qudm mihi db ddtierf^irijs f^erdndum fit ^ cum 
<i noflris ipfis non uno Uboremus modo^fdcile eft cui:^ 
que uidere.d cjuibus fne ullo dubio cum longe plurd-^ 
tum etidm fludiofiord ^ cjUdm noflrd funt omnid . 
ndm ut d philafophis exordidr ^ cjui dut fuo mdrte ^ 
dtque ingcnio de philofophid locfuuntur^dut fcribuntj 
ttut qui ueterum grd^corum fcriptd Idtind fc fdcerc 
drbitrdntur ^ cum in fidm lingudm cd conuertunt ^ 
horum primim inpnitus efl numcrm . dfjidue dein:^ 
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de <;y fcrihunc -, docenc , quam dtaem utrunfit 

fjiHYce , c7 contdmindte , dijjici/e f/l . </i(^M . 
Hij comuncii fnnt medicij qni ip/i te^re /««t wm'^ 
« , (^7 ^^" ddmodum dffiiui dut in fhdrmdcis 
fuis confcrihendis , dut in difcc^tdndo utrd fdlu:: 
brior medicind ddhihedtur grduiffime <egrotdnti , 
in quo dlicfudndo pefilentiori ordtiorie ututmir , 
c^udm morhus ipfe efl , cuius curdtioni iffi funt 
ddhihiti . luris uero cofultos c^uis dudedt numerdre ? 
fold hd!c qmdem fdcuitds und cacerds dlids drtcs fa 
mul coniundds , cum hominum , tum uoluminum 
ipforum jiumero fdcile fupcrdt . dt hi cjuoqiie , <jmos 
rum legcs tdm elegdntiffime funt confcripta , qudm 
etidm (ccjuiffime funt ferldt£ , 7Jon modo impuriffii 
me (i^ loc^uuntur <^ fcrihunt , fed legum etidm 
fflendidiffimis luminihus fudpte hdrhdrid tdntum 
effciunt , ut non folum non intelligdntur , fed idm 
fcne legi fmt defit£ . qudntum dtitcm ifii , dut etidm 
qudnti doccdnt , frequcntcs eorum fchoU fdcilc indis 
cdnt . certe ijiis multis pdrtihus , c^uam noftris mdioi^ 
Yd fcmper frofoftd funt fr^mld . Age uero illis , 
qtii tcjldmcntd j qui pdcid j qui conucncd fipuldns. 
tur , qu£ hdrhdrid: coUuuies pdffimford omnid poffi 
dct , dtque occupdt , qux infdncid non eloquentior i 
<ju<e prohtuies non mundiorf qi{i£ ducemfddior^qu<e 
ahfKrdiorjqji£ tctriorfex f qui ctidm {f dijs pldcet) 
de indufrid uerhum nuUum re^te proferre condn^ 
tur . QJi<c quidem pcftis circunfordncd dut uno os 
mnii ciuitdtis confcnfu in ultimds infulds dfj)crtdndd, 
dut in culeum confuendd ^ dut ^nco tduro Itnitcr 
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comhuYcndd effet ^ iit <jiidndo rc^e loqui contem^fe:s 
rit ^ J>ldne mughe ^erdifccret . N^m qH:d nofri dt 
tem fidm , m C(^tcri fdcinnt ^ minimc proftedntur ^ 
mdgno id cjuidem pt cum eloqMcnti^ detrimcnto . 
fed mnlto id grduius tdmen cft ^ multoc^i lctdlius ^ 
quod dh ijs ^ qui docent ^ huic infigitur itubius . 
ndm cum duitdtes md^^ifris cdrere non poffint ^ cos 
€x eorum numero ludis fuis ilU ^r^fciunt ^ qui id 
flcrunque pejjime fdcunt^quortim quifnt ductoreSy 
quos in fcholis focdifjime interprctentur ^ dut qudm 
uidm in doccndo ineptiffme fequdntur ^ pudet fro:^ 
ferre ^ ex quo tdntd cloqiienm cdUmhds inijdtur ^ 
tdntus morhus ^ tdntum ^ tdmq; prd:fcns ucnenum 
in totum eius corpus diffunditur ^ utfexccnti Ciccra 
nes edm incolumem conferudre non poffent . QU(Z 
quidem fuhlicd fcfis ufque eo idmfridem emdndt ^ 
utpriudtds etidm tedes fud contdgione foede coinqui^s 
net y dtque peftilerster infcidt . quis enim hodie dpud 
^rimdrios ciucs eorum liberos docet ^ nifi qui dut lcz^ 
guleius y dut medicus futurus fit ? quious quid tdn^s 
dem cum honis literis^ dtque cum cloquentid effe pof^ 
fit p ipft quorum res dgitur ^ uiderint frimdrij ci^ 
ues • Equidem qui operdm ddt ut cythdrotdtisfdt^ 
quomodo rcthoricam dlios docere foffit^ non fdtis ui^ 
deo . QUdntum dutem dh itdlicd lingud (ut de no^ 
ftris tdntum dgdm) ddmni ^ dc cdldmitdtis idm pri^ 
dem huic inucdum fit^ dtque ddco in dies inuchdtur 
tndgis ^ diffcile eft dictu . Si quidem c7 in nohilif^ 
fimis ciuitdtihus idm puhiic(£ dcddemia celehrdntur ^ 
^U(£ dd itdlid fermonis rdtionem omnes difciflinds 
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tYdducere condntm ^ ^ ex omni ordinc multi re^e-^ 
ridntm ^ cjui ^ qu^ idtind fmt ^ in fudm Lingudm 
conuertere non ceffent ^ eo^; idm uentum fit^ ut mul 
td ciceronis uolumind cofecerint . ex quo uno tdnto^ 
tdmcji nefdrio fcelere nonfolum elocjucnti^z ^ fcd Idti^ 
n<z rd litcrdri.^ uniuerf^ crudele exitium dffcrri ui^ 
detur . non enim idm pridem multi dcfunt ( ut illud 
iftis etidm condonem^cjuod fud ifid coucrtcndi rdtio^ 
ne optimos duHores mifere dildcercnt^dc infcliciter di 
fcerpdnt ) qui cum ignordntidm fudm fic excufent y 
tum etidm Idborem hunc fugidnt . Quid mihi 
idm tdntum fludijyi^ Idboris ponendum efi in Idtind 
lingud perdifcendd ^ cum idm in nicd hdbcdm muU 
td y dc hreui cxterd fim hdbiturd ^ cjH<e Utind funt , 
omnid ? Poflremo huc dccedit ^ cju.d ionge id dm^ 
flius efl ^ quod ei refldt dd fuum f^immum dfccndenci 
dum , cjudm cjuod ddbuc confccit dfccnfus ^ in quo 
uno fuperdndo longe etidm fortiorihus ^ quihus ud 
lide tolldtur ^ opus efl humeris ^ quihus qu^m peffime 
impdrdtd fit y idm omnes uidemus . Qwe cum itd 
fmt y ut dh hdc noftrd omnid exigud ^ dehiiid ^ cddu 
cd y contrd dh eius dduerfmjS mdxmdyUehcmentiffis 
me perdurdturd ^ dc poftremc ran in fummd ctidm 
difficultdte proprid uerfdri uidcdm ^ nihil cuicfUdm 
mirum uidcri dchchit ^fi ego id mdgis ueritus fum , 
ne h(^c rurfum dd iynum reuolutd celerius reidhcrc^ 
tur (judm ut dd fuum fummum perueniret-^ fj>erd^ 
rem omnino . Qucm mcum tdmen tdntum tdmcji 
iufiUm metum ^ mdgis mihi dd huic re^e profj)icien 
dum y cjUdm ddpro fus dc ect defj^erdndu fufceptum 
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tffe uolc . QUdre eos omnes ^ qui opem huic dffxrre 
poffunt ^ edm ne negent rogo ^ dtq*4e oro ^ longe co^ 
fiofius fcrihdnt . doccdnt quoquomodo foffunt^flu^ 
diofius . uidm dltjs fdclitcr commoflrent ^ eos etidm 
non dd fdruum itineris f^dtium comitentur ^ qudf 
defuo lumine omnihus cupicntilms lumen dccenddnt . 
Con(j>irent ^ qui bonif^nt uU-p dicendo^ in huiusfdn 
6liffim(£ regindd rempuhlicdm confcrudnddm ^ dtcjue 
tuenddm ^ omnem opcrdm ^ curdm ^ diligentidm in 
hdc und dugendd ^ dtque Idtius propdgdndd pondnt^ 
dtque defigdnt . l^c^uidem{cjudntum in me erit) f mo 
do dli(juid in me efi ^ curdho ^ ne id hdcc d me ulU ex 
pdrte dtfiderety nam ci7 fcrihcndi^ eJ7 docendi^c^Udm 
diu uel mihi licehit ^ offxio perfungdr ^ nunc dutem^ 
quod exorfus fum ^ de imitdtione fcrihere pcrgdm^ut 
prorfus dhfoludm . Qum igitur trid fnt ^ quoe uni^ 
uerfdm elocjuentidm conflitudnt ^inue/itio ^ dif^^of:^ 
tio ^ locutio 5 totidem etidm in rehus imitdtioyiem uer 
fdri 5 neceffe efl . Vrimum enim dd optimi dlterius 
Tdtionem inueniendum efl ^ dcinde quicquid inuene:^ 
ris^rccie ^ dtque ordine conflituendum ^ poflrcmo^ ut 
cloqudris ^ dc curdte Idhordndum ^ ndm fiue inuenids 
quid ^fiue id inuentum conftituds ^fiue poftrcmo' elo 
qudris ^ certdm in omnihus uidm ut hdheds ^ dd cuz:. 
ius rdtionem ed omnid perdgds ^ in primis erh tihi di 
ligenter prouidendum . cjuod quemddmodum in om^ 
nihus fdcundum fit y hoc fccundo ^ ei7 ioto tertio li:^ 
bro dhunde explicdhitur. Sed quonidm res omnes dut 
eadem funt omnino ^ dut fimiles ^ dut contrdri^pn^ 
tinuo quci exdem funt prorfus ^ neqtie inter fe qiiicc 
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qudm difcrepdnt ^ nihil dh imitdtione ddiuudri pojp 
uidentur ^ ndm rem prorfus cdndcm dgere ^ (judm . 
dlius dgdt ^ femper erit idem dgere ^ nunqudm imi^ 
tdri j ut qtii libros(qucmddmodum dicunt)imprimity 
qui quidem in fuis formis componendis fdciie hdhcrc 
poterit ^ dd aiius imdginem dtque ddeo imdgines 
cds compondt ^fed cum undm (quod diunt) torculdri 
infolium femel exprcjferit ^ dcperget infnitds expri^ 
mere ^ in nulld edrum uUd erit imAtcttio^ e^^dem femi^ 
per entnt d primd nihil ultimd difcrepdhit . fi quis 
item itd ridicule infanidt ^ ut Ddphnis mortem defle.it 
ijfdem uerfihus ^ quihus Mdro ^ nec literdm uildm c6 
mutet ^ (7 dicdt fe Mdronem imitdtu effe ^ quis hunc 
continuo cmtum non conijcidt Anticirds ^ dt mutet ^ 
ddddt detrdhdt ^ idm titm fui dliquid hdhere pote-^ 
rit . uerum fi quid fimile ^ dut contrdrium trdnsfe^ 
Ydt ^ tum prorfusimkdtoris nomen dffequetur. Ndm 
cum omnis res dut fimplex^dut muhiplex fit^ in muU 
tiplici tdntum imitdtio ddri uidctur ^ ut in inuemen^ 
do conjlituendo ^ loquendo ^ quonidm non uno mo:s 
do inuenimus ^ confituimus ^ eloquimur ^ in fimpli^ 
ci dtitem non itd ^ ndm qux fmiplex ft res ^ potejl iU 
Id qiiidem dlinnde dd fe conjicimddm imitdtioncm fu 
tnere ^ d fe dutem ipfd ^ fi iterum dgdtur ^ nulUm . 
tind tdntum Idtind fit lingud ^ edq:{ut reciius illi o^ 
miner)optimd. qui ed lingud loqUittur ^ quid fold fit^ 
in €d nulldm haoehit imitdtiomm ^ fed tantum Idtine 
loqui dicetur .dtfit{ ut efl)multorum generum^ft 
gYduis ^fittenuis ^fityqud^horum inter utrunquepo 
fitd ijl p mediocris ^ uoluhiliter fudt ^ intcrpuntlis ^ 
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dtqne intcYjJ^irddonmis difringtuitur ^ purd fit ^ dt^ 
cfu: lciiis : contrd ctidm iitrd ^ftuerd^ c^ fi qux .4id 
fmtgencrd : cid honm fc q:^As dddixcrit ^ rcJfc irni 
tdtor dicetur ^ qnorAdm vJnd frobdrit ^ c<£tcrd c^n:^ 
tcmpfrit . Scd qiioni:tm crtbro nohis dccider. ^ ut cu^ 
dicid fir.t frius ^ eddem f^f}ius dkendd occurrdm ^ 
qudid rdtione reclc fiai jyofft ^ locus ^polluLt ut 
^lurihus iXj^licemus . tdmctfi cum de locutionc dge^ 
tur multd etidm rejld^n dicendd . Q^i igitHr in co 
drgumento uerfxUtur in fcrihendo ^ cjuod ante tum 
quilj)idm dliiis occupdrit ^ dcf^um fibi ufu 'Acndicd^ 
rit ^ dut id dliend ^ dut ed ipfd ^ qud is id ^crfec^uitur 
iingud j erit ei fdcicndum . f in dliend id fdcidt ^ dli 
cjuo modo fdciliorem ^ dc mdgis tutdm fcriptioncm 
fudm hdbebit omninoy ndmfi c^uid ex ed in fuum ipfe 
tifum^ dc commodum fdulo libcrius trdnfiulerit, non 
cotinuo omnium dccufido ^ nccjue reprehenfio ci fnb^ 
eundd erit ^ cjtidndo lcgenti dhcrd fortdjfe lingud mi 
nime notd effe potcrit^ ddnde uero^ quod idm pridem 
honorum more ^ dtcjue corfictudine id uidetur fine 
ulld offcnfionis culpdfieri poffe . quemddmodum cum 
grdicis ?ldutum ^ c^ Tercntium feciffe confdt ^ q^d 
in fuds Idtinds fdbulds cx grdicis fdbulis locos integros 
tnnsfcrre non duhitdrunt ^ cjuin corum ctidm dlter 
ex dudhtis gracis undm fudm Idtindm dlicjuando fibi 
effccit integrdm . cldmct iJe ufcjue licet furem ^ non 
foetdm fdhuldm dediffe ^hociji nidgis effe contdmii^ 
ndre ^ cfudm fcribire fabulds ^ infimulet ^ longefem^ 
pfr equidem lelij ^ c7 Sci^ionis iudidum ^ qudm uc^ 
teris j^Gctx ohtrecldtioncm fccerim ^luris . dt Mdro 
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nbnis jrcquens in Hoynero efi ^ nimh'r^j dpertus ^ qui 
fdrtcs dduerbum j)ene innumerdh\les in fidm (^nei^ 
dem trdnsjxrre 7ion dubitduit^ ut in Aenc^: tem^cftd:^ 
te^ qudm totdm db eo furriptajfe crimindntur . nccjue 
item Qiccro non cx omni Gr^cd , cinicriUid ci libuie . 
minus in fud fcriptd commlduit : rccic f.ne utcrcjue^ 
^ ^rudcnter . fed multo etidm ^lurd fum.pfcrit Md^ 
ro{nccjue cnim illum unqudm furripuijfe fdtchimur) 
tdm id dpte ^ tdm cum re fud^ tdm cum ndturdfdcit 
ut potius ix eodefonte ^ unde ctidm Uomerus^ cjUdm 
db ullo gr£co exjidufiffc diccndus fit ^ dc quoddd tcm 
fejldtem dttinet ^ mihi noficr in ed optime (^fngen:^ 
dd ^ (^r dcfcrihendd^non folum nihil dh Homero fum 
ffffc ^ fed eum etidm longe fiperdjfe tiidctur . Quid 
enim qiidcfo horridi hdbet wlixes ^ cum ndufrdgus dd 
litus Udtdns eijcitur f ndm c<^:erdfHnt ^ ut in tempci^ 
fldte^ pldcidiffimd ^ dt nofer in i^fius etidm tem^cftd 
tis dppdrdtu legenti terrorem incutit ^ in re dutem 
ipfd (Dij boni) cjuid horridius f cjuid wiferdbilius db 
€0 cdrmine ^ Tdlid idddnti fridcns dquilcne proceU 
Id ^ ufcjue eo ^ cum Neptunus mdre totum ci^rifenfit^ 
dut fcribi j dutfingi potcfl ? nfi ifi ndturdm ipfdm 
cjUdfi Alexdndrum imitdntem fbi cjfingdnt ^ cjui uti 
fe d folo Apelle^fic h^c db Homcro tdntum^cjuiccjuid 
mirum cdiderit ^ depingi pdtidtur. hoc item modo de 
Cicerone efi dicendum ^cjui quod d grctcis fumpfit ^ 
non tdm id dd Idtindm ordtionem locuplctdnddm ^ 
qudm etidm dd id ipfum^ cjudm grm ipf^ fphtdidi:^ 
us orndndum -^fumpfffe conftdt . Qworum cgo ^ 
iudictj ^ doctrinx fdcilc principum uirorum feni^ 
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L I B E R 1 1 . 34 
tentid tmum dheft , ut de hdc med ftkfLim dcce- 
dam , ut in ed md?ii c^infrmer^ dtfie confiitn.ir ud 
lidiiis . >ic(jHe hoc , c^Hod ex dlicnd lingud p.imi fo^ 
te[t eti^m cum diynitdte^vonjrtim teflimonio compro 
hdtiimui j id tdntnm dc fdrticnlis «jKitMja^m quifi 
decer^tisj fe.i totiim etidm rci c^uf.nv.im cfi drgumen 
tnm ucl iinius , uel mdtorum id fit duclorum , in 
nojlrdm ordtionem trdnsfcrri foffe , honorum item 
excmflo conjldnter dffcuerdmus . vldto didlo^um 
de dmicitid fcripm reliquit , Idtind ordtione edm 
quocpie fdrtem integrdm Ciceroni fldcuit iRufirdre . 
in fio ftudio fiid uitij contrdxerit ne graci ipfi un^ 
fidm dixcrint . Arlfloteles , Fdnctius^ de of^ci^s ciu 
muldtiffmefcriffcruM . tdnt^}. dbeft.m horti duclori 
tdte Cicero c^uicc^.id dh vfs i-ffs fcrihendis offic^s dcter 
ritus fit , ut nihil illii fcriffcrit ff lendidius , nihil effe 
ccrit dhfoktius . QU£ tdmen fcrihendi fdcultds uni^ 
uerfd duds in frim.is cdudoneshdhere uidetur ^ne 
^rorfus in ed cfuifqudm furti nohifcum dgere foffit . 
undfi fiicquid dd dlioru xmuldtionem trdeidndum 
(umvferimus , id inucntione locufletius efficiemus , di 
urdji nofiro id infiltuto, dtfie ordine frofefuemur 
melhre . -xheocritus vhdrmdceutridm , /:oc efx , ext 
cdntdtionem dmdtoridm fcriffit , idcm Mdroni dli^ 
audndo efficcre ufus ucnit . in fio drgumento nofler 
lon?^e meliui uerfdtus efi . ndm fiod dd inuentionem 
dttbiet , p?piK5 indnid, dc fuerilid rheocritus gdrrit. 
Udro dutem non nifi qnod fe mdxime deccdt , dgit . 
t,dri dutem rdtione ft in ordine , in f^o nofier md-. 
[isdmfitus effenonfojfct.cumgrxcus inconfidn^ 
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terdgere ui 'edtur . Quin ilU (juoqiie ^fiqu^e ex fo 
Mdro mutudtui ejlj itd is commode fdc.t , itdf,e df^ 
fofite fiiis ddiunxit , ut edfotius in fuum locum ren 
ftitutd , dtque repetitd , qiu.m d quoqudm dhUtd , 
dtque dcceptd effe uideri foffim . Si uero in eddcm 
lingudftidem drgumentum ^ mdterid fluribus 
explicdndd , idquidem non pdrum erit ddiumenti^p 
dlius uerfhus , diius ed ordtione , <^Hd uulgo locpd^ 
miir , folutiore , illud dicendo exornetj modo diciios 
nis genus edfdcultds rccipidt ^ dt<jHe in fc ddmittdt , 
(juemddmodum cum Cdtone , dc Vdrrone virgilium 
in re rujiicdfeclffc mdnifefto dppdret . ndm qui hifo 
ridm uerfihus fcrihint perpctais , non fxtis commode, 
4tcjHeex ufn fdcere uidj:dntur ^ fcuti etidm necpue 
ddhuc , cjui edm didlogo pcrfcqtutur , quifqudm cfi 
inuentus . huicdutem intcgrnm drhitror futurum , 
utrum cjHdm ipfe fihi commode confituerit^dn edm\ 
m (jud non inepte uerfdtus fit dlius , uidm pcrfcciJii 
mdlit , modo Utine , modo orndte , modo fpkndide 
qudntum rei dignitdti conucnict , rem cxplicet, dtfte 
eloqudtur . etf proprid mdgis omnino tutd uidetur 
dd fiirti fufj>icio7iem omnem deuitdnddm . Verum fi 
pdridfnt omnid , res eddem^Ungud , ^ ordtionis ge 
nus non diffimile , continuo dut cum ijs fcriptorihus 
tiohis rcs erit , qui in ed non ommd tiiderint , cjui in 
conflitucndo pdrum egerint dpte , qui denique nu'do 
pronuncidrint orndtu , dut qui hxc omnid egregie 
pr£flitcrim , dc nihil omiferint , cjuoxi cuiqudm dcfc 
derari poffit . cum fuperiorlhus longenohis erit fdd 
lior cjudf concertdtio , relinquetur cnim fcmper pdrs 
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non exigtid ^ in qna dut inuenicndo locti^lctiorcm j 
d'At inflitiiendo compofitiorem ^ dut dkendo mdgis iU 
iHftrem ordtionem nofirdm coynprobemns . ta fi 
^iclor y c^uemddmodHm dfiid Herculem pdtre tmm 
fdclum uides ^oxgdntnm lcRum dduerfus deos ^tni^ 
cillo rudi ^ dtc^uc impolito informct ^ quodpoftcd do^ 
^iioY mdnus excipidt ^ dtcjuc dddcndo ^ componcndo^ 
cvlordndo lcnge ddmirdbilius ^ mdgiic^: conff)icuum 
efjlngdt 5 dtqne cxprimdt . in quo uno cjficicndo^ qui 
docVorem mdnum ddj.ihehit^ plurimum in eo ddiuzt 
menti fihi reliclum effc fentict ^ cjuody cjuem fddle fu 
p-ret prcpofitum hdbebit ddncrfdrinm . Romulum 
Amafeum ^ quem uirum idm. fdpius honoris cdufd 
nomino ^ cum "Rononice eius duditor effem ^ in hoc gc 
ncre jludvj fum. ddmirdtus ^ ndm quoties inter expli:s 
cdndum{itd utft) hijlorid! pdrs dliqud in prd:fentem 
pdrtem incidiffet exponendd ^ etf in omnibus iiie fui 
quidem fmpcr erdt fimillimus ^ uerum f edm tdme 
€x dliquo fcriptore minus elegdnti ^ dtque impolito ^ 
dc pdrum etidm compofito fumptdm hdbuiffet ^ qudn 
tum eim cum dpte injlituendo ^ tum omni eiegdntidi 
f^lendore dicendy illufrdret ^ dtque companerct ^ di^ 
ci non potcf}'. sin dutcm prudcntiffimus fcriptor^quiis 
que dptiffme confitudt^dtc^, fj^lendide eloqudtur^locu 
nofrum prius occupdrit ^ eumc^; itd totum communi 
uerit ^ itdquc fuum cjfeceritj tit nuilus dccejfus^nulld 
dd eum dccedendum^ pdteat uid ^ neque dd eum iurc 
aquo repetendum dflio ulld nobis relitid fit ^ res ed 
quidem primo dff^cclu durim ^ dtcfue difj-icilem uidc 
hiturhdberctrdcidtionem ^fedmn eius tdmen erit 
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^ ut e^o^ ^-poftcri mecum omnes cjuicqudyn 
deterredmur^ quo minm de ed ^ quoties ufm ucnidt ^ 
uel commodiffime uerhdfdcere^offimus . dt fi Ciceroe 
uirum fortem Iduddrit ^ dc omncs eins Idudes (ut c^ 
lerd omnid)^ inuenicndo drgute ^ infiituendo co 
pofte ^ diccndo luminofe exprefferit ^ dtcjue illu^ 
frdrit , f dcciderit ut tlhi idem fdcicncium fit non 
continuo hccrehis r" mn quid ^rius ^ cjuid ^oflerius dit^ 
cds ^ dut quomodo id dicds duhitdhis r non etidm ^ 
dtque etidm ticreheris^ ne dd eum ^ tdnqudm dd fco-^ 
pulum dliquem didioncm tudm idid,is ? Rcm ecjuii- 
dem fi negem fummdm difjicultdtcm hdhcre ^ dc in 
ferdngujlo uideri ucrfdri hco ^ imprudcns fnn ^ nifi 
ctidm impudcns . multumefl cnim dtcjue ddco plurii^ 
mum ^fi quis fcicns frucluum ^ frius in pomdrium 
uenidt ^ dc ei liherdfdcultds ddtd fit ^ ut indc unum^ 
qiiodque y cjuod ei helliffnnum uidcdtur^ dd mcnf^yn 
fudm cohoncfdnddm debgdt ^ dtcjue dccerpdt . fed cu 
res tdmc re^iius confiderdtur^minime fe tdlem intcri^ 
us prohdt-^ qudlis cxtrinfecus dppdret omnino .ficjuin 
dem tdntd uis honefi ^ tdntd^j; rerum omnium copid 
cfl tdm multipfcx confitucndi rdtio ^ tdm elocjucndi 
Udrid ^ dCque dmpld fdcvdtds ^ ut fonper dliquid^ dtn 
cjtic ddco midtum relinqudtur ^ cjuo fummd cum di-^t 
gnitdte dut inucnicndo ^ dut infiituendo ^ dut di^ 
ccndo pro modo uti lihcre pojfmus . ndm cjuod dd 
rcm inucnienddm pertine: ^ cjui cjUd^fo tdm d re6ld 
tmnte dherrdhit ^ ut cjudi cuiufcjue rei dicendd fint o^j 
7nnid cxcogitdre ^ omnid uidere fe pojfe fdtcdtur ? 
non multd ^ dtcjue ctidm intcrdum nonpeffimd fe fu 
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fpketur oTivfiffc i l^qindcm dr.tec^udm hxc hommum 
noHd inuemd fcircnmr , tormcntd ( ut hd dicdm) 
militdrld .) nduigdndi certd illd in omni tempcfidte lo 
corum fcicntid , lihrorum dcfcribcndorum dn ubcrri 
md , duitim cx duihus eiT ndturd , c7 artifcia ini^ 
micis re^x ucndtioneSy uitrei cjUdfi oculij temfiorum 
per hords dd fonitum certiffimd dimcnfio , ex ephi^^ 
pjs certus j^edum d^penfus /oc«j , e7 cxterd eius ge^ 
ncris prope innumerdbilid , a. recemioribus homini^ 
buscumdd fummdm hominum uolujJtdtem j tum 
dd mdximdm utilitdtem. cxccgitdtd , hac incfidm 
e^udm diu in hominum ignordtione Utuere , «t muU 
tdjin tenebris idcuere , ut uero in kcem hdnc , dtcjue 
in ufum humdnum dcciiffimorHm hominum fludijs 
uenere^ itd mo omnium gentium confmfu in coelum 
toUuntur , ut cii dntiquitdte certdre , nifi edm ctidm 
fu^erdre fojfe uidemur . Arctm uetuflds dd lom 
giorem , dtcfue uehementiorem ictum excogitduit . 
recentiores id tormenti genus , (juod bdlcflrdm uuU 
go dffclldnt , dd eum ddiunxere . noflrd dutemfere 
atdte horum Qmnium uchcmcntiffimd^ cjUiifHd item 
lin^^ud uulgus Udrie fcofetum , drchibnfum dffeUdt^ 
mc mn reliqud eius generis grdndiord tormentd , 
cum dd mdximdm in confliSlu firdgem edenddm , 
tum dd urbium ipfdrum moenid impotentius uerbe^ 
Ydndd , dc dcmolicndd funt ddinuentd . cjuarum ite 
omnium frimo tds igncd lentius fc fe dgebdt , dc dn^ 
tefi.im fi.luldm fuo illo im.fuifu emittcret, ejttdfiftio 
himine , ut eam deuitdrct , hofli commoditis fgmf^ 
cdbdt , nunc dutem eo froceffn id drtijicij , ut frius 
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moYtcm fmtids in Um , qudm ignis htmen uUum ul 
deasj ut renim omniumfcre ftmper dliquid fAperef= 
fe po fjit , (jHod frudens ddddt di inuentd . Ad hd:c 
dccedn , ^tM non und. , dt^ue eadcm ejl omnium re 
ntm inuerncnddnim rdti^ , ^^7 modus . Cicero Mfs 
lonem cxdis reum fortijfimd ordtione ( fi edm hdbidt 
int:grdm , qu^ pro Milone legitur ) defendit . dt 
Brutus idem cffcciffe ^ fed dlio idem effcciffe modo di^ 
citur , ncfuc fortdffc impaite . Quid ttero fi Hors 
tenfus eam (juo(^ue caufdm perordffct , num ei qudfi 
dd dltcrius corum utrius ingeniim inucniendi rdtio 
conclufd y atque circunfcriptd fequendd effct f ut non 
folum multd dddi dd dliorum inucntd-, uerum etidm 
dlio illd ipfd modo inueniri , dtque excogitdri fdcile 
foffint . idem dutem euenire in re ipfa confiituendd 
neminem drhitror non tcidere , cuius rei Qicero mhis 
locttplctifftmus tefiis effe potejl , tjui drtis prdiccptd 
multis modis trdeiduit , ify^ omnibus c^udm commo 
dijfime. Pdri item rdtione diccndum cjl de elocutio:: 
ne j de qua in tertio libro , qui totus dc illiHS pr^ce-s 
ptis efl confcriptus , dhunde d nohis dicetur . Ac pro 
ftclo cum pofleris longe iniquius d^um efjet , f nd:3 
turd primis hominihus omnid prodidiffct , dtcjue opti 
md ^U£(jue deprompfffct , mc qu^ cius fumma cfl 
prudentid , quiccjuid prouidet , quicc^uid homini fitt 
det , id omne in communcm, dtque cccpudm cminium 
unlitdtcm prouidiffet , dtcjue compdrdffct , rfrww 
deinde ordo , dtque conftitutio nimis in dnguflttm 
addttcerctur . Eloqucntid uero infans , ^ inops , 
dtfie db oratione peffime impardtd cjfetyfi unum 
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qtiodcjHe hominnm ^ unjicjUtcqHc fintcnnd ^ uno tdnii 
tum ordinc ^ dtr^uc und tdntiim fignificdtione , con^ 
flitui p dtcjuc dici pffet . Quonidm ucro ^dulo dntt 
fru^hium indu^id eft fimilitudo ^ honim fudiorum 
dlid efl ^ dtcjue cxterdrum rerum copd^ dtqne uher:^ 
tds . in illis enim quod femcl dcccr^fcris ^ non nifi dd 
dnnum fUrunque idcm o^erdre licchit ^ in his ucro 
noftris fludtjs ^ uhcrtdtem Utiffimdm ^ dtque perpe^ 
tudm dc fcmpcr a:que fru6lihus ijfdem. drhorcm fof 
fidcmus incuruefcentemy ex qud qudntum cuiqtie fx^ 
tis fit , fud deligcndi fdcultds ^ermijfd eft . Er^a c7 
ddiio in Vcrrem ^ ci7 fcntcnti^ in Antonium ^ totd 
denicjtie Ciceronis multi^lex tum fuddendi rdtio.^tum 
de morihus diff)Htdtio ^ tum ddfdmilidres j dt(jue di^ 
micos confcriptio ( ndm quid de drte feri foffit i^fc 
demonjirduit ) ^crdfte ^ n:que indccore itcrum ^ <^ 
fxpius trdcidri ptnit. Quidhoc quc^fo inqudm tdm 
mirum ^fi d ueterihus ^ dc ^rohdtiffimis duciorihuSy 
dut in fms ipfis drgumentis ^ dut dlicnd fcqncntihus ^ 
efi dffidue fdfiitdtum ? dtque ddeo d nofiris qnotidie 
peri confidntius uidcmus ^ num ne Sdlufiius Qdtili^ 
m uitdm itd fUne ^ itd omdte in eius coniurdtionc 
fferfrinxit ^ ut nihil in ed ^ neque dd hominis mores ^ 
neque ordtionis orndtum defidcrdri uidcdtur f hdnc 
tdmen edndcm Ciccro cum Coclium defcndit ^ ilio 
fuo ftilo ferfequi non duhitduit . res cddem efi . Sd^ 
lufiius dutcm qudm dptus fcrij)tor fucrit^ nulli ohfcu 
rum cft . Ciccro uero in hdc itd ^ quod rcs mdxime 
foftuldhdt ^ fdrcusfuit ut uit(£ tdmcn mhil omifc:^ 
rit ; itd orndtHs ^ ut dus ingentem turfuHdinem 
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cjudfidkendo iUufirduerit. Lucrcms dhfolutiffimdm 
peftilmid^ imdginem dcfcrihit . non fdruo bcncfcio 
dcorum immortdlium cxtdt lihcr ^ lcgi potcfl. Oui^ 
dio ^ ^ virgilio idcm cfficcrc poflcd pldcuit ^ qudm 
id utercjuc cum dignitdtc fit dffccutus ^ in mcdio efl ^ 
fuum cuiquc iudicium fit . Mdnilius Andromcdis dd 
mdrinum monfirum expofitioncm defcrihit . idem 
cum dd ciui fdhuldm uentum efl ^ cfpdt Ouidius . 
pofrcmo omnium Pontdnus hdnc ipfdm j cum dc ftcl 
lis dgit ^ fabuldm cxecjuitnr . doHijfimorum homi^ 
mm eft iudicium^ longc prioribus duobus Vontdnum 
prccffitiffe . Scd quid cgo dltcrius pdrtcm tdntum 
confcro ^ dc ftcllis minim.c incptc cgit idcm Mdnilius. 
tdntum dbcfi ut Vontdnus cius fcriptis db eis pcrt^ 
trdftdndis fit dcterritus^ ut ijicm do^Uffimi uiri fd^ 
cilc iudicent ^ longc eo Vontdnum fcllds cdf cm dicen 
do IJjlendidius iUuflrdffc . dtidf uero (juifcrrum 
tjuocjue mdlleis excrcent ^ nvn glddium ^ erfem ^ cjui 
lignum doldnt non currus ^ non dolid ^ aui ex crd: 
tdfngunt j non teflds ^ urccos ^ rc^e in multds dc 
mdximc diHcrfds formds fdhriccntur^ dtquc drdntci^ 
flemur . vnum efl hominh cdput ^ unus pes ^ ut rt 
li^juds corporis pdrtes nunc omittdm : eius tcgumcrii^ 
tum y huius cdlccdmcntum idm in tot formcis fe con^ 
ucrtit j ut in plures Prorheus fc conucrtcre non pof^ 
fct . Voflremo dutcm cui ndm dubio cffc potcft^ cjuin 
€go in hoc mco de imitdticnc ftudio idcm poffim eff-^ 
ccrc , quod Cicero in drtis prd:ccptis cffccit , ut dlio ^ 
itcmc^i dlio modo huius prccccptd pertrdclem , di 
mcum etidm liiium Girdldum inducdm ^ qui Bdn 
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fholomeo Vemno , Alherto Lolh , rfc uerculi Bcnttti 
uolio , J<c f.otidie dlia^nii tdlefdcere folct , explicct f 
rfMt <fe«i^:<e C.tmi!lMm etidm flinmfdcwn , <j«i b<*ic 
eddem ^r£ce^td d me ^drente fuo hreuitcr fcrc^uin 
rdt ? Sei idm fdtls , c^uemddmyinm c^o drhitror , 
^rohdtum ef in re edicm trdHdnda , CjUdm, dlij^ 
(^Aoc^ue ^rius trdcidffcnt imitdtionem omnino ddri 
nulldm j Cj7 c^uid tti ctidm fddendum fit^ nt dh omni 
furti dccufdtione lihcremur , commodc iemonfrdi: 
tum . secjuitur dutcm , ut imitdtionis iffius ^necec 
dggredidmur . Continuo igitur , cjudndo pers 
fduci iili (jiiidem fnnty cjui in cjUdf, fdojtdte egregie 
erxelluerint fcriptores , qui non dlitiuid dut culpa , 
aut uitij contrdxcrint interdum , tiidendum erit , ut 
eius , (juem imitdhimur ^ uirtutes confecUmur . con 
trd uero uitid , cjuorum fdcillimd folct cffc imitdtio , 
fierfcuiiofc dcclinemus . necjue enim fi Sdlufio fimi^ 
liores effe uolumus -, td mdgis ex ijs mcihus , qu<e lU 
lum iofum minus intcrium frohdtum effciunt fcri^ 
^torcm , fL^m ex eius iiuina hreuitdtis uirtute ut 
cynfcqudmur. omnem operdm idhimus . necfue uero 
Hortcfium in und ceruicuk ideidtione mdgis^ cjUdm 
in tctd iiid iiuind dgenii rdtionerefcrrefluichimus^ 
ne cofium illum imitdri uiiedmur^cjui in coend fra 
fldntiffimi cocfui ius tdnf.m fcruens imitdtus eft, c&^ 
terd eius coniimentd ne recoridtus ejl ftidcm . irt 
frohdtiffimis igitur dudorihus cjudndo hos ^.ffe iixi , 
duos nohis dihnitdium propofitos hdhere iehedmus, 
aua infignid , ciu^ fie dimoium rdrd , dtque ine^td 
erunt , erf frohe diffmuldhimus . qu<e uero cum nd^ 
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t»r4 , dtque ufu ipfo (juctididfio reHe confertfermt , 
dt(jue decorum fmm hdhehunt , ed quijque in fuum 
ufum iibcrius conuertet , atque faurius nfurfdhit . 
Sed cum in fimili , dt(jue in contrdrio uniuerfd W 
imitdndi fdcultds ( ut fuprd efl demonflrdtum ) 
uerfetur omnino , dc trid frapoftd fint , in quihus 
rerumomnium pertrdeidnddrum rdtio continedtur, 
inucntio , diffiofitio , elocutio , idm fepdrdtim ( etfi 
horum rdtio itd inter fe connexd continetur , ut dlia 
f£pius db dlid uix fepdrdri foffit ) c^uid in hdrum 
qudque imitdtori dttendendum fitj uidedmus . Ed igi 
tur inuentlonis , quod dd imitdtionem dttinet , rdtio 
ejl , ut dd diiorum imdginem dut fimilid , dut di^ 
uerfd nohis ddinmnidm,us . in fimilihus , ut multi in 
re pdjioritid cum Virplio mufas fuds exercuere, ut 
Mdrcus Aurelius Nemefidnus , T .Cdlphurnius Sicu 
lus , Andreds Ndudgerius , perfjilendide fecerunt . 
k diuerfts , ut in gr<£cis Theocritus , in nofiris Idc . 
Sdndzdrius , gm" wri^«e dd pdflcritidm auendm pic 
fcdtoridm fihi excogitdrunt . ndm c^uod dUj in pdflo 
rihus fuis luferunt, id hi dd pifcdtores feliciffimc trdn 
flulcrHnt . quod meus item Heeior Qocui in re ducu 
pdtorid perhille oUm fdcerc inftituerdt . Tieufis cum 
Helendm Crotonidtis effingenddm fumpfffet -, muU 
tds ciuitdtis formoftffintds uirgines contempUtus effe 
dicitur , ex cjuibus fmgulis quiccfuid ei dhfolutiffimx 
pulchritHdinis uifum eft , in edm egregio trdnfiulit 
penicillo . rucianus id nunc f effxidt in dliqud 
Venetis imdgine depingendd , is rede quidem Zeu^ 
fm imitdtus effe dicetur , multo uero rectiusfi Hcrs 
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c:i[cm ficlHTUs ^ totidem rolujlijfimomm hominum 
corpoYd dd fe ddduci iHjJerit ^ dtquc cx ijs omnibus 
amcquid dd cdm umutem pcrtinerct ^ id omnc fi^ 
hi in fuum Hcrculem dclcgiffct . itd in cc^o ^ in 
tduro j in c^teris cuiufquc gcneris dnimdlihus depin^s 
gcndis jf cgregios quofc^uc cx (juoque gcncrc ^i^tor 
fibi deligdt dd fuum cibfolutijjimc cxprimcndum . 
Scdrcdeodd Utinos tmitdtorcs ^dtcjue ctidmddme 
tpfum{licedt enim mihi de me cxemplum dlic^udndo 
dff-rrc)cHm ego inc^Udm effem ddhuc ddolcfcens ^ dc 
mcis ciuxhus de puhlici ludi mdgiftro deliberdndum dc 
cideret ^ cdm ego mihi cdufam cxercendd flili grdtid 
(utfit in fcholis) fumpfi perordnddm^ hdnc totdm dd 
iius Ciceronis imdginem contuli ^ cjudm ipfe fecutus 
efl ^ cum legcm Mdnilidm luculcntiffimd dc pruden 
tiffimd ordtione fudfit ^ ucl pcrfHdfit potius . Idm ue 
ro ndtu grdndior fdClus tot.im itcm cius ipfius CiceiJ 
Yonis dltcrius ordtionis imdginem in mcdm dlterdm 
conucrti^ Ndm cum Hcrculi pdtri tuo puhlico mcoru 
ciuium nomine mihi grdtuUndum effct ^ quod Ncd^ 
foli d C(£fdre e7 incolumis ^ (^j totins honcftiffimdi 
petitionis fu^ compos redijffet hdnc dd eius imdgine 
integrdm ^ qudm ipfe Ciceropro M.Mdrccllo dd Ct^^s 
fdrem hdhuit^totdm mihi confitvi ^ is enim in ed C^ss 
fdri grdtids cgit ^ cjHod fihi ^ quod propinauis ^ quod 
pdtridi ^ quodfhidtui M. Mdrccllum reflituiffet ^ dt-t 
que condondffct^ cjui cum id ncgottj pducorum ddmo 
dum uideret ejfe uerhorum ^ multd de Cdifdris ipfius 
Uudihus ^ qu(£ cum re ipfd mdxime coniuncU uidcri 
pffnt p pcrcomode dd iujUm ordtionem in medium 
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induxit 5 qudm ego ingrdtuldndo totdtn rdtionm 
quemddmodn dYbltror ^ fdcilc [Lxmus fttm ^ tit mm 
fropofii ^ de quo mihi effct dicendumyfcrbeUe dd fp=i 
fiiis Hcrculis fddd qudiddm idufrid qudfi digrcffus 
fum ^ cm pdrti ut fenf pldjie me fmfcciffe ^ dd ^roc: 
foftum rcdvf^ grdtiddtionem mcdm confcciy ^crord^ 
ui: fomnium ucro lo.Cornelij qudntu potHi dd Afn^ 
tdni uifum per qmctem^ dccommoddui . Vroxime du 
tcm in j^roixmio de vrincipis confdio omnium mco^ 
rum fcri^torum^ quiz d^ud me dlicuius efftnt f^rettj^ 
mcntioyiem cumfdcercm ^ id ex Ciccronis imitdtlone 
feci^ qui idcm dcfuis in froocmio fecundi iihri dc dii:. 
uindtione effuit . Ac ne qudi ego omnid dd huius rd 
tioncm fcrii^frim ^ hoc loco dmlitiofe uidcdr confe^ 
ctdri ^ idm cd ^ quce cum ex hoc ipp^ tum ex cxtcris 
optimisy omncsfdcile mutudripfjunt^ tum qucc mul 
ti ( qiioquo idfeccrint modo ) funt imitdti^ j^crgdm 
ferfcqui . \errcm Cicero dd ludiccs nouo^ dtquc ddt: 
mirdhili dccufmdi gcncre rc^ctunddrum ddmndt . 
Ex quo uniuerfo iudicio multd fumi foffunt ^ dd quo 
rum imdgincm fimilis cdufd re^iiffime conformctur^ 
qucmddmodum VcnctijS olim uidiffc me recordor . 
ndm cum uir nohilif.ciuem fuum mdle rcm^. g^fff^ 
fe ^ dtque focios ex^ildjje dd iudices dccufdrct^ ut fn^ 
guld eius crimind ex^ofuerdt ^ dc uehcmcntcr infccid 
tus erdt p fuh ed fdtim tdkdds recitdri iuhthdt ^ fuis 
locuflctif.tefih.wmmquodque eius crimcn cxordinc 
comf^rohdns^ quod quidcm dgendi dhfolutius inftitu- 
tum ex Cicerone in i^fum Verrc fumptHmfniflc nc^ 
<mo non uidct • Antonium in fendtugrduif.ac ptr^ 
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^etHis oYdmnibm dceYbiffime idem exd^itdt CiceYO . 
(^tiis cx his locis , ^iii dliqmm diiigentidm ddhihedt , 
miiltd. in fmiii cdufd fibi non fentidt hdbcYe dd imi^ 
tdndnm ? m yjdtinium teflem omnid congcfjit ho:> 
minis impmffimi crimind . in vifoncm inuchitur 
tdnto dnimi im^etn , tdm dCYi , dc confidnti dccufd^ 
tione , tdm ^erpetud fcdeYttm omninm cYimindtione 
qudmo nuffidm dlids dcYitis. CdtVM.im tcteYrimum 
ciuem non pYius infe^dndi fmem fdcit , quam eum 
ex UYbe eieceYit , hoflem iudicdrit . ciut^- fmguld fd^ 
ri Ydtione non pducd dffam , fhi fnmet fYudens 
imitdtoY. o^uiddutem inUgdUdnd iYonid iHdfin 
Cluetidnd Sdfjiaimpudicifftmx dcfceleYdtifjmie foe 
minnt tUYfitudine ? quid DciotdYi ? quid Celij ? fiid 
WAYcna defenfionefdcilius dd imitdndumf prof e in^^ 
fnitdfuntineo gencYc Yeli<iud , ex fuhus in fdYi 
cdufd multd cuique fuffeditdbuntuY dd edm cumuld 
te , dtcnte fflendide feroYdnddm , c^U£ ego bYeuitdtis 
cdufi finguld non perp^Hor . CcYte exfenectutis dc 
fenfione , dut ex dmicitice Uuddtione cui fdr 

dut defendaidum , dut Iduddndum dcciddt , mdgnd. 
nbifuvveHeaUemconfceYefoteYit.AUdYitidm , luxu 
ridm \ cufiditdtem , in FdYddoxis detefldtuY dYdcn^ 
tius , nuf^udm in cxtcYd uitid fe tdm, fdcdem nobn 
pY^uit dd imitdndum, de contemnendd item morte, 
de dolore tolcYddo ijle iffe fcliafs. fcYiffn.f cui de exi 
lia VdYi Ydtione tolcYdnd^i , de oYbitdte , de cdtcitdte , 
dc de c^tcris eius generis mdlis ufus fcYibeYC uenidt , 
unde is dptiorem imdginem, c^ul fec^Adturjydbmrus 
fit , non uideo . f-ficurus in uoluftdte fummum ho^. 




■:r-\: 
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numponit ^ Stoicus in foU uirtute dcriter cfje commi 
ntiit ^ horum utriufcjue rdtionem Cicero ^yjcgie ^ ut 
Yelicjud omnid ^ ^erfecjuitur . Huiu> ecjuidcm loci imd 
ginem ^fi mihi utrd uitd Uuddbilior fit , dn qu^ in 
delicijs otiofe ^ dc nequitcr ^ dn qUi.^e per fimmd rcru 
periculd cum uirtutc trdducdtur^ difjKUdndum dcci^: 
ddt ^ fdclle mihi totdm dccommoddbo . ddftosfdmi:: 
lidriter fcribit ^ cum principlhus uiris fummd etidm 
cum dignitdteper litcrds dgit ^ in ijs dutem foUtnr ^ 
commenddt ^ hortdtur^ concjueritnr ^ expojluUt^grd 
tuUtur -fi^reliqudidgenus^qucepi^r literds ejjlci fo 
lent ^ unus omnid excquitur dd qudm fcrihendi rd^ 
tionem honi cmnes fudm quoque in fcrihendis epifto^ 
lis formdm conflituunt.in quihus chriftophorus Lon^^ 
golius mihi mdxime prohdtur . PrxcUre dutcm dgit 
de cUris ordtorihus ^ cjuo in lihro cuicjue ^ Uudi^ ct 
uitio ^ cjuod efl uifiim^ddre non duhitdt . cd rdtione 
tu de imperdtorihus ^ fi lihcdt , dc iurifconfultis ^ de 
medkis , de cccteris eius generis fdcere poteris rcctiffi:: 
me . Huius itcm duo lihrifunt de Diuindtione diuinif 
fme confcripti . dd horum rdtionem SddoUtus fudi 
philofophi^ defenfionem optime inftituiffe uidctur. hd 
6lenus de Qi.nunc decdCteriSyqui digni funt^cjuos imir:: 
temur . Petrus Bemhus cum infud hifiorid tres hdhe 
Y€t y quorum cjuemuis rede fcquerctur ^ Cccfdri tum 
tndluit ^ (jUdm dut liuio ^ dut Sdluflio fimilior uidc^ 
rij id quod dnte eum in cddem hiflorid NdUdgcrium 
fenfiffe dicehdmus^ in qud idcm pofterior "NdUd^erius 
pr^jldre egregic dicitur, C7 ^^^^i^ Berndrdinus Md^ 
pheus in Pduli tcrtif Pcntifcis mdximi commentdrtjs 

^Hotidie 
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L I B E R II. 4» 

quotidie jjilendidiffme fdcit . in^oethdmem \.dm^ 
fridiHS , cum omnes in odii Hordtio fimiliores effe 
jiudcrent , folw Vinddrum , nefie id fortdffe ingrd^ 
te , imitdri efl dufus. qmm dutcm Konius lucretium 
m fuii uerfihus a^numerh , c7 fcntentijs ex^reffe^ 
rit , fdcile omnihus efl uidere . tdntum dutem dheft , 
«t Ndugeruis hdc imitdndi uirtme cdrueritj ut c£te^ 
ns etidm , fii reeUus imitdrentur , unus omnium in 
C^igrdmmdte mdiorum uidm oflenderity ndm qui dn 
te eum ueterum lufus in eogcnere uerfuum imitdtus^ 
fit , dut etidm dnimdducrterit , extdt nemo , caiteri 
cateros , vleric^ue etidmfdtuos fuutifm , unus N^f^ 
Udgeriusedm uidm foferis oflcndit , qtum uetercs 
opme infliterunt . Huius item eft Ddmon.cuius md^ 
gnd fdrs ex Cdlii Yirgilidni imdginc confidd efl, re^ 
lifid ex eiufdem re/i^Hw , «t efl ei uifum commodius, 
rede , dtque ferelegdnter confcriftd , \iurghetti Cd^ 
teili lcfidiffimi interitum mifere defet , huius luaus 
imdginem exCdtullifdffere mortuo totdm eft mutud 
tus , id dutem cjUdm uere , cjudm decenter cffecerit , 
fx utriufc^ue uerfuum colldtione fdcile cognofci fotei- 
rit , [ic enim inquit CdtuRus. 
Lugete 0 veneres ^cufidines<ji-, 
Et qudntum eft hominum uenuftiorum • 
Vdffer mortuus efl me£ fuella , 
Quem flus illd oculh fuh dmdhdt , 
lidm melHtus erdt , ftidm\i nordt 
ipfdm tdm hene , c^udm fuelid mdtrem , 
Isfec fe fe gremio iliius mouehdt 
sed circuJ^diens modo huc , modo i^Jm 



DL IMIT ATIONE 

Ad foUm domindm ^ipibdt ufque ^ 
Qui nunc it per iter tenehricofum 
lUtic tinde ncgdnt redirc qiienc^udm ^ 
At uohis mdc fit miU tenehre 
Orci ^ qux omnu heUd dcHor^^tis ^ 
Tdm hcllum mihi pdfferem dhfiulifis \ 
O^fd^um mdle ^ o mifede pdffr ^ 
Hud nunc opcrd medi ^uelU 
Vlendo turgiduli ruhent ocelli ^ 

^dudgerius uero fic ♦ 
Borgctus lcj)idHs Cdtellus iUe 
Cuius hUnditids j^roteruiores ^ 
Ec lufus herus ipfe tdntum dmdhdt 
Qudntum tdle dlic^uid fotc[l dmdri ^ 
Nec mirum dominum fuum ipfe nordt^ 
Qdrdm himd uehit ^uelU mdtrcm ^ 
^t nunc idius in fnuUtehdt^ 
Nunc hUnde dffdichdt huc ^ ^ illuc 
Ludens ^ dtcjue duido dj^petehdt orc^ 
ire^lis modo crurihus ^ hipesc^; 
Mettf^ dfldhdt herili ^ heroc^; dh ij^fo 
Ldtrdtu tenero cihum fetehdt ^ 
Nunc rdptus rdpido ^ mdloip jdto 
Ad mdnes dhi^t tenehricofos . 
Mifelle b cdnis ^ o mifer cdtellc 
\<!igrds fdruulus ut timehis umhrds ^ 
Vt fccj^e dominum tuum rec^tiires 
Cuipro delicijs ^ iocisci; longum 
Heu dcfiderium tui relincjuis . 
Kei mdtcrid fmillimd ejl ^ c^uod (^uidcm imitdtionu 




Early European Books, Copyright © 201 0 ProQuest LLC. 

Images reproduced by courtesy of the Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di 

Firenze. 

Ald.1.4.33 




■>■> 
■)•) 
•)■) 



L I B F. R II. 4^ 

tromum effe dkehdmuij fi c^nidem i^kf.ifferem mof 
tuim,\mCAte\\um.,i\ie\Krdm,\nc herum mifcrc 
dejimem indncit , Ijorum item lufui ferfmilei funt , 
in fdltu , morfu , fifMu , Utrdtn , /)en cognitione , 
fed cnm omnid fmilid fnt , tum ctidm commiferdtio 
minime ejl diflmilii . foftrcmo fro fctu. dfjiduo.c^uo 
fuelUfu£ turgidulos ruhcre oculoi Qdtuliui ficre^ 
hdtur Jongum CMelli dcfiderium furc^ fuo reliJto 
cffc rcfofuit ]<idUdgeriui , nic tdmen qu^ddm ddait 
dlid , <iH£ cdnii nc^turd iWi commode ddhdt , ut i^d : 
■)■) ktfic diiido dffctihdt ore , 
ireclii modo crurihm , tipj^j 
Uenf£ dfldhdt herili , Ijcro^|5 ah iffo 
Ldtrdtu tenero dhum fetehdt . 
Quod tdmen dlicfud ex fdrte ex frimo ite Cdtulli efi 
grdmmdteferhelle fumftum uideri fotefl . At Vrd^ 
cdfloriui fic \unc imitdndi rdtionem in fuo Syfnlo 
ohferuduit, ut ex multii virgilij imdginihui totdm fC 
nhcrtu\ibrioferiifuihifloridm fcrfetuo contexuc. 
rit , ndm cum hic tdndem Hifj>.in£ cldffn dffu\fum 
ddnoudrumgentiumlitui defcriheret , totdm iddm 
pdrtem , qux c^uidem hene longd eft , ex diuerfii Vir 
gilu locii ddumhrduit , ndm , ut omittdm fiuminu 
ofli.m , ^Mo cidffem dffuiit , ut dmnii rifdi drhoru 
dmcenitdte, d:que duium cdntu udrio defcriftdi ,nij^ 
hil recenfcdm , Cererem , uhcrum^i in rifd exfofitU, 
uiroi teliurii miro defiderio fdffmfcr inrhdm fird^ 
toi , nouo foio , dtque exoftdto l^tdm , dtc^ue ex dm^ 
mo fdhitdtionem <iic{ue frmredm , <{U<£. ommd d 
ronefclicifrmefumftd funt M ^''f'^'^ """'"^ 
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(quomdm fudpte rerum mtwd miquefdcile occurre 
re po/Junt ) dc illd , (jiiccfUnt interioris imitdtionis , 
tdntHm commemoremj Mdro Aeneam ndui cgrediU 
tem drcu , e7 fdgittis drmdt , uendtum in fyludm 
ducit j fradd fcptem ceruorum cohonefldt . hdnc imd 
ginem fecjucns Yrdcdflorius luuentutem Hiffdndm 
ttdui egrejfdm defcrihit in fyludm eogcnere drmoru , 
quod uiilgo fcopeCos uocdnt, drmdtdm^ praddm huic 
fdcit ex ijs duibus , qudrum frecjuentem copidm in 
jylud ilid prius peruolitdre demonfrdrac ^ qua: quis 
dem dues , quonidm Apollim fdcne erdnt , dd hdrpyd 
rum imitdtioncmpcrpetHoflo beUif[ime trdnfit , cjuo 
in loco undm duium ex dltiffimo drhorum uertice ge 
ti illi multd horrendd ceciniffe inducit , dc denique me 
fdrum loco horrendis morfihus ddefdrum ^ gentem iU 
Idmpefilentimorhoddefdmjdfud fylud duxilium 
petiturum grduiffime commindtd efljddcuius uo^ 
cem omnes horrore perculfi , dd terrdm duplicdtis 
genihusconcideruntjdcfupplicum in modum dues 
€ds funt uenerdti , utcji Cdlem fhi peftcm duerterent , 
uotis omnihus deprecdti func . Hoc etidm dmplms , 
<jluod dues illds Apollini fdcrds effidt , cpuod Mdro in 
Hdrpyisfdcere non potuitj tdntum is eis dedit , id di^ 
uindtioms dh Apollinefe effe edoHdm , uc diceret Ce^ 
leno . pcrgit eodem hiflori^filo infuk regem mdgnd 
cum hominum mulcitudine extrd urhem cxternd ch 
gente focietdtem coiuiffc , dcfcrihens id , quod in Df^ 
doncj 'Troidms in urhe efficit Udro . Prxtercd /os 
lemnis inciderdc infuUnis dies , quo Apollini de more 
dnnud uotd reddercmur jfortc dderdnt extcrni uirij 
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dtfie dh ip/o Ycge , (^ui gentis yuus fmt , dtfic unit 
€d fxcrd origlnem trdxerintjedocentHr. (ju<e und fdrs 
dci totd illd ejl , cum f.udnder Herculi fdcrifcdYet , 
Aenedm dccefit , dc totdm rei hijloYidm l^Yoidnum 

hcYoem edocuit . ^«^^^ 7 ^"^^ ^^^*'^ ' 
qH£ fYudemi[fimus poetd dcutifjime uidit com 
modiffime mutudtm eft . c^^ cm<\ut , a^i dliqudn^ 
tum in Virgilh tierfdtui fit, fud f^onte dj^fdrere pof^ 
funt . idm ucro iterum Sdndzdrius , cum dgit de uir 
^nis fdrtti , quim hellus efl Udronis imltdtor^c^udm 
fYudentcY uidet <ju<e (ZmuietUY , dc fidtim (juod dd 
mntium dttinet , c^ui YiYgini mdnddtd refrdt , non 
ne efi iffus mrcurius , «^wi dd Aenedm mittitur f iuf 
fd item , C7 confilium Dei fummi , num cum mis 
iuffu , C7 confdio germdne confentiunt f Cum uercf 
Augufli cenfum hdhitum refeYt , in quo uniueYfi OYi 
hisnomind fm gentium defcYij[)td ^ (ju£ mdgnd 
cundi fdYs efl lihYi , non ne totd UdYonis efl imdgo , 
fmc cum Aened ex omni AetYUYid^ fiue cum TUYnus 
ex uniucYfd Aufonid dccitd p er fingulds getes commc 
moYdt duxiiid^ initio dutem cum inuocdt , dtt^ue di 
Virginem d!lo(iuitur , ({uis non fentit illud ipfum ue^ 
re^ dt({ue ex dnimo hunc dgere , (^uodAugujlo hUrt 
diens Virgilius dgehdt ^ Cum uidelicet dit , 
Tt*^; ddeo ffes fidd hominum.ffes fidd deoYUm 
Almd cdYcns. ci7 qu£ fqmntUY dd multos uerfus , 
quorumpoflremi hiduo funt .Virgiliiitem foftre^ 
mismdximc fmiles., 
„ T^i Vdtem , i^drum\i ui£ , \nfuetum\i Idhori 
Diud mone.a cduidis idm ktd ddldhere coeftis , 

F iij 
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Mdro dutem fic. 
■)■> l^drou^^ ui<e mecum miferdtus dgrejles 
?? ingredere , «ot» ww mnc dffuefce uocdri. 

Cum tdmen hic c^uocjue prius dixerit , Tu Udtem tu 
diud mone . Relicjud dutem cdrmind , qv.emddmo^ 
dum neque in Trdcdforio fd5lum e/?, ut dfcrileremj 
non fdtis commode cddere uifiim ef. , mmis enim lon^ 
gum opus 5 idcl; ex dlienis confeciffem fcriptis , cum 
ego id unum , ut breuis fim , ffudedm mdxime . sed 
eorum hac funt , c^ui dd dliorum inuemionem fibi 
(juocjue inuenicndum effe ^ dc qudf dlienis uefigijs 
eundum effe , ^rohe cenfutrut , cjuic^ue id , cjudntum 
in ipfis fuit , condti funt efjicere , cjuod etfi non funt 
pldne confecuti , minime t.men improbdndi fmt^ cer 
te in eo , cjuod uidm nouerint , (juod in cd in^cnium 
fuum excrcuerint , mdgnopere etidm Iduddndi . hic 
uero , de cpuo nunc dgdm , ille efi , cpui non folttimdc 
ginem dHunde fumptdm fno drtipcio^ fud eloquentid, 
fuis omnihus numeris in f.io opere qudm pldniffime 
dhfoluit , fed cjui edm multo etidm dmpHorem , muL 
to'<j} mdgis ipiendiddm effdt , id cjuod ut pldnius con 
flet , dc medm in hoc ipfo fdcm tihi tdndem liherem , 
utriufcjue cdrmen in medium defcriptum ddducdm , 
fi mihi tdmen prius d doeliffimis uiris cdueho , ne 
mihi id uitio , dut ctidm ignordntia uertdnt , cpuod. 
cpu£ <emuldtionis funt , ed ego imitdiioni proprid dts 
trihudm^ndm cnmlfecjin .imitdri , ecmulm trid 
fnt omnino ffccie diuerfd ^gcnere tdmen cpuoddm fic 
funtfimilid , ut cjuod fit dlius , uici[]im dd dlius com 
moditdtemfme uitio trdnsferri poffn, ndm quod egit 
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L 1 B E R I I , 44 
lAdro cum fio Cdtulio , O^fi fdo id e^nmUtione cona 
tendiffe ad etim((jUod ejfccit egregie)f.'.per.<ndtim^md 
tdmen dppdret., dtque rei totius eddcm rdtio c^nd und 
imitdtio mdxime continetur^qudm jpje c^uoque Mdro 
injlitit , etfi ionge udiidiori\}tii edm infitit grddiljus. 
Sed idm cdrmind. confcrdntur . Cdtulius igitur cum 
Tetidis , c7 Pelld nuptids diuino cdrmine ceiehrdrety 
Ariddndm infolo iittore dejiitutdm , dccdfum fuum 
grduit^r concjuercntem , dftiffmo in ioco in edm IdU 
ddtionem inducit . huc fofied iocum Mdro integrum 
infudm Didoncm p^ri rdtione db dmdtore [uo deiun 
fam j longe trdnfndit feiicius , fane CdtHlhm fi foiu 
legds , nil-)ii mciius defiderdri foffe uidetur , uerum 
fi cum Udronc conferds , uix iterum Cdtullum regu 
(Idhis , itd inc iiii cju.ifi tcneiprds cffudit , .tt^Me iumia 
mhus oh^ruxit omnihus : fed idm l-joru finniitudinem 
uidedmus , Dein pirtes iff^ ut dh titrocitic fnt trdcld 
t£ j uiciffm conferenturj Voemin^ igitur dn h^ funt^ 
dh ijs dmhat difiituts. , dt(\m dciufci , (JMcj pro mdn^ 
txs hdhehdnt ^ dc de quihus modis omnious oftime 
erdnt meritcCj dmhxiiofjiitcmfugicntem cxccrdntur^ 
dmhce in grduiffmo ftricuio derelicis , dmhdrum 
item querendi ordo , dtque rdtio , f quidcm modo 
furore percita in defertores fuos uerhis dffcris im^oa 
tenter fenmur , modo ddfreces rem^ffos dnimos mi^ 
fcrdhiiiter conuertunt, idf, fer totdm conqtafiionem^ 
i^uifi uiciffm repctitum ccferudnt . Poftremo dutcm 
dd execrationem , dd dirds , tdnqudm dd cduf^ fua 
tutiffmum fnpfidiumfurentes confugium . Sed tdm 
fmilitHdinem utriuffit ^ dtque dlteriiis imitdtionem 

F iitj 



DE IMITATIONE 

coUdd uerfus ojlendant . Ariddnd igitnr jidtim fic in 
fmm fugientem exdrdefdt . 

" Skcine me pdtrijs dhducldm ^erfde dh orii ? 
Verfde defertdm lic^uijii in littore rhefeu ? 

QUdm irdcundidm Dido <^ ipfd fic ex^reffit, 

7J Diffimuldre ctidm fj^erdfd ferfde tdntum 
Voffe nefds f' tdcituscl; mcd deccdere terra ^ 
Qontinuo d fummd indigndtione utrdqHe(ut uides) 
fudm querimonidm txorditur , dtcrd c^uod dh Idri^ 
bus pdtrijs dhdu6ld. tdm longegentium in folo littore 
deflitueretur , dlterd quod fe infcid ex urhe fud fun 
gdm moliri , cldmcj; de fuo rc^o decedere fuus fit 
dufus , grduiffime indigndtur . fimul ferfdite utrda 
tjue fuum dccufdt , fdulopofl tdmen Ariddnd d fui 
commiferdtione hoc modo fergit cjuerendo . 
UuUd ne res fotuit crudclis fle^ere mentis 
Confdtum , tihi nulldfwt clementid prd^da 
Immite ut nofri tiellet mitcfcere j>c6ius 
At non Imc quonddm hUndd promijft dcdifi 
Voce mihijnon hoc miferdm fpcrdre iuhehds, 
Sed cannuhid Utd , fed optdtos hymencos . 

Qiidm edndem commiferdtionem , dtcjue eo-s. 
dem loco Dido non omifit , cum ^ ipfd 
fequitur . 

■>•> ^ectenofler Amor\nectedd(ddexterA quonddm 
•» Uec moriturd tenct crudcli funere Dido ? 

Hoc dutem dddit Dido , (^uod longe cum re commc^ 
dius conuenit , Acnedm non fokm in fe , fcd infuos , 
dtcjue adeo in fc ipfum crudclitdtcm fudm excrcere , 
quif' cumfuispcr hycmcm certiffimo mdris ^ericuh 
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cUe^ldre non duhitet , li dutem hls excqumir ueY:i 
fihm . 

7? QVAH etidm hyhemo rr.oWrh fyderc cUjfem 
■)■> Et medt\i ^^ro^crdi dc^mlomjom ire fer dkum , 
?7 Crudelis. Quin ctidm fcrgit dh incerto loco , 
^Mo Aencds d^j^ulfurus efl , eif.s fcrfididm grduiter 
exd^^itdre , fic diccns . 
5) Qind fi non drud dliend , domoscp 
57 l^notds ^eteres , c7 Troid dntic^ud mdneret ? 
5) Troid per undofum fetcretur cldffihus ac^uor ? 
Qu<c dua j]dnes , ciuonidm nuUo modo CdtuHo con-f 
tierUhdntjfroptered funt omiffs> . S>ed uide rurfus ut 
dd preces , dd Idchrimdsfe totdm conuertdt ^dicens . 
77 Me «e fups? per c^o hds Idchrimds dextrdmf, tud tc 
77 Qudndodliudmihiidmmifr(Snihil if>fd reliqui ^ 
77 ver connuhid no^rd , fcr inceptos hym.cneos 
77 Si hene cfuid de te merui , fuit dtic tihi e^uiccjUdm 
77 Diilce meum , miferere domus Idhentis , (^J 
77 Oroj fquis ddhuc frecihus locus , exue mentem . 

vldnd totd loci efl imitdtio ^fed <\uod fotuit dm-j 
flius Udro , id dcute & uidit , & fr^^^i ^ , 
fd^os tdntum hymeneos fuo ohijcit Ariddnd , Dida 
uero fcr eos iffos Aenedm rogdt , dc horum etidm 
uoiuftdte eum drtifciofe tentdt , f foffit commoue^. 
re QWi uero fefmntur meritum continent , Et ifc 
fd \uidem d Cdtullo fumftd , fcd non dd CdtuHi td^ 
men ordinem defcriftd.in c^Aus fiidem exfrohrdn^ 
dis ed item dnimi dlterndtio ferudtur , cjud fufrd 
dmdntem dffcHdm effc dem.ofrduimus , fenfm enim 
fxfrohrdndo iterum dd hoffitis nomen exdrfit , ne^ 
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que rmdto fofl feddthr , atque remiffior fd£ld in 
commifcrdtiom dcqmeuitj Qatulli dutcm hi fmt 
uerfus . 

V Um idm mlld uiro iurdnti fccmind creddt 
3? NMWd uiriffcret fcrmonei effefidela , 
57 Qm dum aliquid cupiens animui pnegeflit dpifci 
Ni/ metuunt iurare , nihil promittere parcunt , 
Sed fimuldc cupida mentii fatiatd libido efl , 
\:)icid nihil metuere , nihil periurid curdnt . 

QUdm fentcntiim lAdro trihui uerhii diuini^ 
tus dhforpfit j cum ait . 
l^ufcjudm tutd fides . 

Vofl perfidiam , ingratum etidm fuum Arkdnd 
dccufdre , dt<jHe illi nomindtim prccflitd officid expro 
hrdre , hii uerhii nor> omittit . 
Certe ego te in medio uerfdntem turhine leti 
■)y Eriffui , ^ potius germanum amittere creuij 
?7 QUdm tihi fdlldci fuprcmo in tempore deeffe , 
?7 Pro (^Ho dildcerdnddferii ddhor , almhui^ii 
y> ?r(cddy nec iniectd tumuldhor mortud terrd , 

QUdm parte Maro (jUofie paucii , fd cjUdm 
pleniffime dhfoluit ad hunc modum , 
7? Eie^um j iittore egcntem 
V ixcepi , e7 regni dcmens in parte locaui , 
?5 Amiffdm claffem , focios a mortc rcduxi , 

vbi dw.em Ariadndfrdtris mortem , cfudm dmd 
toris fe mdlmffe dicit , dcpro tintd in eumfde fe rfs 
li^^ium effe fcris , auihus<j', dilaceranddm , mifere con 
cjueritur , l^ido Nomddum regum lyhicce , dc Tyrice 
gemisin feodiHmydtinde pudicitia: HiolatHm nos 
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nien ^ ^Ojlrcmo mortcm i^fxm ohtjdt . du$ dutem hi 
funt ucTyUi . 

01 proprcr [ylkd^ gentcs ^ Nom.idwnc^: TiYdnni 
-)-> odcre infcnfi Tyrij ^ te ^rovtcr cu7:dcm 
-)•) ^Mincius pudor ^ ciT ^^^-^ p'^^ fydcrd ddihdm 
•)-) Vdmd ^rior. cui mc morihnnddm defcris hoffics ? 

Ariddnd item dh ufcjuc ndtdliUis Thcfcum im 
fietdtis notd ^rofcqumr his ucrfihus . 
1) Qu/ ndm te genuit fold fnh rufc leend ^ 
1) QU)d mdre conceptum fj^umdntihus cx^uit undis ? 
00 Syrthis qiisi fcylld rdpdx^ que^ udjld cdrihdis^ 
1) Tdlid qici reddis pro dulci prdcmid uitd ^ 

Dido uero h^c dd cnm modum in Aenedm 
irdcunde euomuk ^ 
1) Nec tihi dxHd ^drens ^ gcncris ncc Ddrddnus duilor 
1) Verfdc ^ fed duris gcnuit tc cdutihus horrcns 
1) Qduc^fus^ hyrcdn<£\^ ddmorunt uhcrd txgrcs^ 

H:tcienus ^ergrduem negdtionem hk efpck^quod 
tle per interrogdtionem dcrker conqucftus efl ^ cum 
meque tdmen dh cd dhjlinHcrk diHtius fcquitur 
enim • 

Ni auid diffimulo? dut quid me dd mdiord rcfcr^io? 
^um pctu ingemuk noftro f num lumind flexit ? 
Uu Idchrimds ui^fus dedit?dut mifcrdtus dmdntc cfl? 

QU£ qui nonfdcit^ is merito omnis impietdtis dc-i 
cufdndus efl ^ quique mdgis dirisferis^ qudm humdi^ 
no fdtre e7 fdtus ^ eir <^tus dignus efl ut creddtur . 
quod itcm in mercedis loco dieium ejfc confldt ^ qud^ 
fi qui tot^ dc tdntis henefcijs dcccptis in fuo tdnto do^ 
torcnullum mifericordia ftgnum Merk. Suum 
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DE IMIT ATIONE 
fojled Ariddnd concjucYitUY idm longc fugdm dYYi^ 
fuilJe ^ cum dit • 

V lHe dutem prope idm mcdijs uerfdcur in undis 

-)} Nec quifqudm dppdYCC uacuus mortdlh in dlgd . 

Qupd nec Dido omifit ^ icd cnim cl7 i^fd con:^ 
querhuY . 

littoYd defcYueYe Idtec fuh cldffikts tcquoY;^ 
hdnixi toYquent ff)umdSy <^ ceruld uerrunt. 

Solitudincm Dido omifit ^ qu(£ domi dfud fuos YC 
lincjUehdtUY • celeYitdtcm dutem nduigdtionh dltcYO 
^uoque ddduxit ueYfu . 

AYiddnditem in ^Yimd cdufd detejldndd fic 

UCYfdtUY . 

:)-> lup^itcY omnifotcns udndm ncc tempore pYtmo 

Gnofd CccYopide tetigijfent littord pwppf5 
p; mdomito nec dirdferens fifendid tduro 
:>y Terfidus in Cretdm religdffet muitd funem^ 
0) Nec mdlus hic ceUns dulci crudelid formd 

V Confilid ^ in noflris qUc^fijfec fedihus hoffcs • 

Dido uero idi^fum dd hunc modu imicdtd ef. 
:>) Velix^ heu nimium fclix ^ fi litcord tdntum 
Uunqudm ddrddni<:c tetigiffent nofrd cdrin<e . 

CdtuUus omnid Ariddnd his uerfihus dejj^e^ 
rdncem inducic ^ 
P5 N^m (^uo me rcfcrdm ^ qudli ffe f)crditd nitdT ? 

V idcosne petdm montcs ^ dngurgitc udfo 
Difcernens pontum truculcntum uhi diuidic xcjuor? 

->-> An pdtris duxilium ffercm ? qucm ne i^fu relic^ui 
Relfcrfum iuuenem frdternd cxdc fccutd f 
Coniugis dnfdo coufoler memet dmore f 
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V Qui ne fugit Untof incurtidns gurglte remos ? 
97 ^rteterea nuUum littus , foU infula , te^o 
■)■> Ncc ^atet egreffus feUgi dngentihus andis , 
?? t<iullafugi£ rdtio , nuUa ef{ ffes , omnia muta , 
9? Omnid funt defertdy of\endunt omnid letum . 

QUd parte eo in loco effinxiffe Mdro mdetur-, cu dit, 
■>y En c^\d dgdm? rurfus ne ^rocos irrifi friores 
07 Experidr f Nom.-ic^Mm^; pewm connuhid fupflex? 
7) Quos ego fum totics idm dedignatd maritos ? 
77 illiacds igitur cldffes^at<\ue ultima Teucrum 

lujfdfequdr ? Et cjU£ fecjuuntur , ^mjC omnid Didoa 
ni hdud minus erdnt tuta , qudm c[U£ fihi ohicHds 
hdt Ariddna . hoc in Marone erat am^liuSj c^uod in^ 
dignatione rem adduxitj cjuam Ariadna tdntum fle^ 
hiliter , dc mifere dcflorduerdt . 

CdtuUus tdndem fudm ad dirds , dd execrdtio 
nes ^erduxit , his uerhis . 
77 Quare fdHd uirum muUldntes wndice foena 
77 Eumenides , cpiihus angumo redimitd cdfih 
77 Vrons exfirdntis ^rdL^ortdt fedoris irds , 
77 HMC , huc aduentdte , meds audite cfuerelds , 
77 QUds ego nunc mifera extremis froferre medu^Iis 
77 Cogor inofs , ardens amenti C(£ca furore , 
77 Qm (juoniam uera nafcuntur fe6lore ah imo , 
77 yos nolite fati nojlrum uanefcere lu6lum , 
77 sed , qudlifoldm Tnefeus mc mente refi^wff , 
77 ralim^enteDeafunejlentfeciifuosciij ^ 

Quem locum fojiremo Udro cumcofiofey 
tum etidm f^lendide fic imitdtus eft . 
So/ ({m terrdrum fldmmis ofera omnid lufirds , 
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95 Tti'^; hdYum inteYj^res cuYdYum ^ C7 confcid luno ^ 
->:> UohuYniscii Hccdtc tYiutjs ululdtd pcY uyIcs ^ 

Et diY(£ ultYiccs ^(^Dtj moricnth^Jtlifd^ ^ 
7y Accipitc hdic ^ mcYituync^i mdlis dducYtlte numen^ 

iLtnoftYdsdudite pYeces ^ f tdngere foYtus 
:>-> mfdndum cdfut ^ dc tCYYis ddndYC neccffe efi ^ 
->-> Ef fi fdtd louis pofcunt^ hic tCYminus h^YCt ^ 

At hello duddcis fopuli uexdtus ^ e7 ^^^^^ 
o:> Vinihus extoYYis complexu duulfus luli 
:>:> Auxilium imploYCt ^ uidcdtili indignd fuoYum 

V VuncYd ^ nec cum fc fuh lcges pdcis inic^U(£ 

V rYddidcYit ^ Ycgno ^ dut optdtd luce fYUdtur^ 
Sed cdddt dnte dicm ^ medidc^, inhumdtus dYcnd. 
H^cc pYccoYjhdnc uoce extYcmdm cu fdnguinefundo. 

Quod Idc licH^ qu(e dqu^ dqud fimilioY ^ cjUdm 
totd cfi dh ufc^ue inido dd ipfumfnem MdYonis vni^ 
tdtio f qudnto dutem imitdtor fl>lendidius ^ qudnto 
copiofius ^ qudnto gYdUius dgdt non dYhitYor te ex^ 
pecldYC ^ dum dicdm . \lle enim ndYYdt^ hic ucyo cd^ 
nit ^ dtque ed tuhd cdnit ^ qud nuUd unqudm gYd:^ 
uioY j dtque nohilioY infldhitUY . ut ifli tdndem ui^ 
dednt imitdtoYcm non itd in eYgdfulis contincYi^ qui 
inteYdum tdmcn ^ quem fcqudtur ^ fdcile pYcccuYYCYC 
nonpoffit . Ueqw: ucyo fecum minus ipfe lAdro dd 
hdnc imitdndi Ydtionem dgit ^ quoties dccidit^ in quo 
idfdccYe poffit ^ ut in totd Vdlemone , cx qud cjuifi^ 
ddm ddduccYC minime gYdUdhimUY ^ in quihus h<£c 
mitdnii rdtio pUniffime dppdYct ^ dc illudfdtim . 
Ah loue pYincipiHm Mnp'^ huis omnid pUnd. 
-» lUe colit tcrrds ^ illi mcd cdrmind cunz ^ 
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lom oj^timi gYdddm , ^ fduorem iacidt Ddme^ 
td j in c^a fiid cdrmind nimis mdgni fddt , c^ui cd 
edam loui mdximx c/tr^c ejfe dicdt y (^uod i^fum nen 
i^HC diffimulduit Mendlchd jfic ref^ondcns . 
7> Et me vhixhus dmdt , vhaho fud fmj^er d^ud mc 
•)■} Munerdfunt Uuri , C fi^^^ ruhens hydcimims . 
Imitdtio efi in Dcorum ergd fe dmoris aldcri ofle 
tdtione j nam hic loui vhxhum ohiecit , d (fuo fc cum 
dmdri j tum aidm eins frcndihus orndri uctdt . ^jl 
item in kge cius cdrminis , ^u<£ friori , dut mdiord^ 
dut contrdrid i^ofluldt dici^ in hoc dutem fuferdt Me 
ndlchd , cum fe Lduro d fuo idm dondtum effe , ^wa 
in loco Ddmetd fud tdntum cdrmind fuo fldcerc 
cflentdhdt , vroponit item Ddmon dd hunc modum, 
57 lAdlo me Gdldthed fetit Idfciud fUcUdy 
?? ttfugit dd fdlices , c7 f^ c^pit dnte uideri , 

Qup in loco fic illum mmuidtus efl Uendlchas 
57 At mihi fc fe offirt ultro meus ignis Aminthds 
77 Uotior ut idm fit cdnihus non Delid noflris , 

imitdtio eft in dmorihus j fecum enimfuelldm 
fudm frocdciter ludere Ddmonglorlihdturj Mendlti 
chds dutemfe crehrius d fuo Aminthd ddiri tefldtuYj 
in <{uo item Ddmoncm longe fuferdt cjm dmorihus 
fuisffudtur j cumille tdntum dmicdm fudm fecum^ 
Idfciue ludentem dicdt , E/? enim in ferfondrum fi^ 
militudine , Gdldthed fcilicct , dtc^ue Aminthd, ([Wt 
ferfondrum rdtio imitdtionem non fdrum ddiuudrt 
folet . fergit Ddmon fuo inflituto . 
77 ?drtdme<zyfeneri funt muncrd ^ ndn<iuc mtdui 
77 iffc locum dhiA ([w congejfere fdhiwhss. 
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CXUdm pdYtem fc Mcndlchds xmuldtur ^ 
oy Quod ^otui funo fylucftri cx drhore iecld 
0) Aured mdld decem mifi ^ crds dlterd mittdm. 

m munere mdnifefld ejl imitdtio^ nam dlter fe pd 
tdffe quod dmicd muneri mitterct^ dlterfe idm mijif 
fe ^ dc denuo effe mijfurum fr^^dicdt ^ Item in eo eji 
qmd Vdlumhcs dlter^ mdld dlter durcd dono miferit^ 
fuferdt eum his MendlchdSy e7 ^^<^d idyn miferit^i^ 
miffurum fe foUicedtur relicjUd dd hunc fe mcdiim 
totd hdbet QdYitilend . miod dutem in hdc binis per^: 
fetuis cdrminihus ^ cjudternis idcm effcit in Mclihcca 
dd hunc modum . 
?5 Nymf^h^ nofter dmor Libetrides ^ dut mihi cdrmen ^ 
07 QUdle meo Codro conceditc:froximd vhoebi 

Verfibus iHefdckydut^f nonfoffumus omnes^ 
p; Hic drgutd fdcrd fcndebit fjluld pnu. 

H^ec Coridon-^illd uero ^ ut Pot-f^ i^fus ucrbis 
utdr ^ refcrebdt in ordine Tyrfs ^ 
55 Tdflores hederdi crefcentem orndte ?octdm 
P5 Arcddes inuidid rumpdntur ut ilid Codro 
55 Auty f ultrd pldcitum ldud.\rit^ bdcc})dre frontem 
55 Cingitc ^ ne udti nocedt mald lingudfuturo. 

Oj^tdt Coridon Codri poa<^ mufdm ^ c^uem cdrmine 
froximum vhoebo fdcit^Tyrfs uero ^oetx orndmen^ 
tumfofuldt yin c^uo uirtutem ille ^ hic uero uirtu^ 
tis fr^mium expctit. diftinxit dute Coridon cum dit. 
55 Aut fi non foffumus omncs^ 
55 Hfc drgutd fdcrd f:endcbit jfuld ^inu. 
55 Qudm difin6lionem neque rhyrfs omifit ^ diccns^ 
55 Aut fi ultrd fldcitum Iduddrit bdcchdrpjrontem 

Cin^ite 
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Cingite , nc «dti nocedt mdd. lingud fmuro . 

Vro^onh item Coridon in hdnc fententlim , 
5> Setofi ca^ut hoc itpi tibi Delld ^druui 
5J Et rdmofd lAycon uiudcii cornud cerm . 
■>■> si ^roj^rium lioc fucrit^ lcui de mdrmore totd 
■» vuniceo fdhis furrds euincid cothurno . 

Alicnd dondt TS/iycon , in c^uo munereuouet^fi ca 
uncjudm ^roprid foffit dondre^ hoc efi fi tdnms fit , 
(^ui fud mdnu ceruum^dtc^ue dfrum interf.cidt, fe tTi 
Velidm ex leuiffimo mdrmore cffe fdclurum , ^Mem 
i:hyrfn itd imitdtus efl . 
57 Sinum IdcliSj ^ hac te lihd Priipe cjuotdnnis 
77 ixj^ccldre fdt ej} , cufos es fduperis horti , 
77 Nmwc te mdrmoreum tem^orefecimusj dt tu 
Sifocturdgregemfupplcuerit , dureus cjlo . 

F.t in ddndi , e7 ticuendi i^dri rdtioneinmdtio 
uerfdturj ed enim utere^ue lcge^ eT" dondt^ <^ uouct, 
utfi uotdfxi plcndferdntyioge in Dfcs cumuUtiord 
fud fint colldturi miinerd . fimllitudo efl tn perfonii , 
de qud dnte ej} diHuMuneris item diffmjlitudo dt({\ 
uoti diffdr rdtio^rhyrfis.n.dtirum^Coridonmdrmor 
^rxmittitjiic dutem uircs infcrdSyille grege fceturd 
flenum exoptdt , reliquduero hoc , ^mo uides^ ordi-a 
ne ufque dd fne ferfccjuuntur . Udcicnus d fmili 
meus imitdtor inueniehdt , tdmetfi d ccntrdrio qud:^ 
ddm etidm pro rei ndturd coniunxit.nunc dutem /^s 
fdrdtim de contrdrijs c^uocjue, neque ddmodum mul 
tis dgemus . Contrdriorum ifritur flurd funt gene^ 
rd , in omnihus dutcm dftiffime cddit imitdtio . vir 
tusy V «in»^ contrdridfunt.ciHd rdtione c^uis injli^ 
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tldmjfonitHdmcm frudemidm, tempcrdnddm IdUta 
ddrit j €d iniuftitidmj ignduidm^ im.prudentidmy in^ 
temperdnthim uituperdbit commodilfme . ndm qwn 
dd idudanddm uirtmem fdcient omnid , htcc eddem 
dd improhdndd uitid e regione cddcnt dptiffime . lu 
pitice (ummd Idus efl^ <juod und ed hominum focietds 
[dnciijjime conferudtur , ^zicci religio , quod fdes , 
quod coniugidy quod certorum liUrorum fiecds reuc 
renter coluntur . Iniuflitia uero fummd erit uitupt 
Ydcio , c^uod uno eo nitio bond hac omnid funditus 
toliuncur . itd qui pro re honejid fortitcr cddere non 
duhitct 3 <jHi in rebus dgendis prudenter uidedt , ^wis 
^Wc in edrnm ufufefe moderdte gerdt , cpuibus Idua 
dibus effcreturj db edrum contrdrifS,qui fecus feccrity 
uicHperdbitur conuenientifjime. fordter fcdffe V.egu 
lum , cjui j nefdem fudm proderet , dd certiffimum 
fupplicium redtjt , optimoru omnium cft fcntentid . 
quibus hunc rdtionibus reciefeci/fc Uuddlis , d con^ 
trdrio cx tjfdemfiimds in eos liccbit , quifrdeidfdey 
Ifreto iurdHrdndo domi remdnfcre . itd e^7 in cccte^a 
ris uirtutibus pdri fdcies rdtione . vi ucntorum 
eucUi , dtquc extirpdri quercumj contrd uero rddiciii 
hus fms fortiter dd eorundem ingentes fldtus nihil co 
moueriomninojcontrdrium efl . Qupd pcferius 
Mdropr^cUre , ut multd dliafecit , d CdtuUo fum^ 
pfit d contrdrio dd imitdndum . sic cnim dit Cds 
tulius . 

Ndm uelut infummo fiddentem brdchid Tduro 
7) duercum , dut conigerdm fuddnd cortice pinum 
mdomitus tHrbo contor<iiicns fidmine robur 
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truit , il!^ frocul rddicilus extirpdtd 
ProWii cddit , /ate^; CiT" cowi«w onmid frdngit . 

QU4m cowpv-(rdtioMcm lAdro fic eft irmtdtvs 
per contrdrium . 
■)■) Ac ueluti dnnofdm udlido cum rohore cjUircum 
V Alfini hor€£ nunc hinc , nunc fldtihus ilHnc 
P Eruereinterfecertdntjitflridor^O^dlte 
77 Confernunt terrdm conaiffo flifnefrondes , 
01 iffd hxret fcofulis , er fidmum uertice dd durdi 
■>•> Aetheridstdntumrddiceimdrtdrdtendit . 

lHe ui , dtc^ue uentorum imfetu «]Merc«m d rddi^ 
dhu'. euulfdm, dtcjue dd terrdm mdgnd cum fropin^ 
audr^mrerum ftrdge ddtdm , fer comfdrdtionem 
indudt , hic contrd fum uim omnem uentorum fer 
fortiterferre, c{u£ c^uidcm dltifjimis rddicihus nitd^ 
tur , oflcnditjed Hld c^uociue fecum Udro in contrd^. 
ridm fdrtem imitdndo , in Ddfhnis morte ceci. 
nit , longe etidm frxcUrim egit . ndm cum Uoffis 
j)dfhnis interitum mifere dcfeuiffct.fdrtem dlterdm 
excepitUcndlcd.ciudmdd Uoffi imdginem totdm 
conformduit.ndmuhi Uoffus mfhnim mortuum 
Jrhius defet.contrd Ucndkds, quod is m ccclo jeli. 
citcr didt , mirifice Utdtur . uhi ille mccrore, c^ d 
chriJsomnideiusmortc confccu Idmcntdtur , hc 
contrd omnid oh eius diumiCdtem Utitid ofcndit cxul 
tdre vhi denicme Uoffus tumulum conjtitmt, uer 
fusciicumulodddidit, Uendlcdse' folcmmd fdcnji 
dl^drdsutcertifjlmodedicdt Veo . Vm«ft«c 
autem uerfus hreuitdtis cdufd mn dffofui om.ncs.rd 
tus fdtis effe uel mcdiocriter do^is Jifcr initium m 
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inikdfftm . \i autem efl eius , qu\ eum monmm 
dcflet . 

" Extinilum nymphis crud.fu. Dd^. 
Vlehm uos cor. tefi. ^ fln, nlm. 

EiHs dutem , c^ui eum i:ncr Deos retulit^ inde 
ffl imhm . 
5' Cdr.didus infuetum mir. li. oly. 
SMp pec/. <|j uid. nub.t^ fy. Dd. 

Nos itcm d contrdrio Qice. imltdtl fumus uhi dit . 
Di/ Ifti segulio mdlefdcidnt homini nec^uifs . om^ 
nium , (^uifunt , qidfuerunt , qui futuri funt . l ]os 
o-> dmemjic. Vt DijGeorgiofdtruelituoomnidbo^ 
:» nd dent, ddolcfcenti omnium , quifunt, quiftierunt, 
ijuicjue omnes erunt in dnncs, optimo . item ex eol 
dem cum dit dd vUncum . cum Yumium per fe 
uidi lihcntiflime , tum hoc lihentius , c^uU iUum du^ 
:>■> dicns te uidcbdr dudire . Noj autem fic. c^uo in loco 
Antonium filium offcndi , ^«f w cum fcr fe, utfdci^ 
lenopi.initjuiffimodnimouidi.tum etidm multo 
imquius.fi^dillumuidens Antonum ipfnm uidere 
uidchir . Qicero item dit . df^we hdc omnid uit£ de 
cordhdtgrduitds,^imegritds. E^o uerofic. dtaue 
h<cc mdld omnid und dudritid cumuUhdntur. uelfic 
" ^tfieh^chondomnidundirdcundU fdcile coincrui^ 
nihdt . ille itcm ex vUtonis fcntemid dixit . tum 
dcmficforehedtdsreff.f dutdocii,^ f.pientes 
hcmims eds regere cc^piffem , dut c^ui regerent om. 
ncjiudmmfmm in doflrind , dc f.^pientid collocdf^ 
fcm . d contrdrio egofic commode fiiddm . ^qui. 
" dem cds mifcrds ciuitdtcs cffe duco , f.us dut indl% 
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00 dtqucinfi^ientes.homines rcgerc cocpljjcnt ^ dut qui 
')o Ycgcnntnu%m futdium in rcrumcog^iitioncun^ 
07 c^uctm ^ofnifftnt . \tcm Stdpitius Ckeroni ficdit. 
00 Vidimus dliquotics fcunddm tc fcrrc pulchcrrimc 
o:> fortundm , mdgnamc-^y cx ea re tc Idvidc ddwifci^ fdc 
00 dliqudndo intciligdmMS dduerfdm aiiociue tc <£(jHc 
0-) fcrrc ^offc ^ ncqut id mcLius c^ulm cffc dchcjit tihi 
00 onus uidcri , m cx omnihts uirtuthus hccc und tihi 
o Hidcdtur dcfuiffc. qudm nos fcntcntidm fc hifdridm 
0 contrd cxcmpii cdufd confccimus . vidimus tc pr: 
n pm5 fordffimc dducrfim fortundm frrc^ mdgncLmc^; 
10 €x cd Idudcm confcquij fdc itd m intclligdmus htdm 
oo (£que ferfcrrc ^ 7iequc te cjuicqudm in tot ^ dc tdntis 
00 reh. fclicitcr gcftis infolcntius effcrri fcntidmus^c^u^m 
00 inminus frof^Lris dcmiffms te gcrcre uidimus ^ ut 
00 ciu^ tihi uirtus in dducrfis <£quo dnimofcrcdis dffuit^ 
00 hi£c cddcm in Utis modcrdndis non dccffc uidcdtur . 
00 Item 5 Vidimus cnim illum fccpius in fccu7tdis nimh in 
07 folentcr fcrri ^ cx qud re quoque migndm infdmidm 
:>:> tulit 5 f^ero dducrfdm nihilo fortius Idturum ^ tit pld 
10 nc uirtutem hdnc ^ quce cft tum in modcrdtc rcs fc^ 
00 cundd$ p tum fortitcr dducrfdsfcrcndo^ iili dccffc fd^ 
0-) cdc intcjigdmus . Cicero itcm dit . e/? ucro for^ 
->-> tundtus ille ^ cuius ex fdlutc non minor fcne dd om^ 
o> ncs ^ qudm dd ihm ucnturd fit ^ Utitid ptrucncrit . 
o^ nos uero fic d contrdrio . ^ft cnim illc frorfus infc 
00 lix^ cuius cx mortc non minor fcne dd omncs latitidy 
00 dtque lioluftds ^ qudm dd eum ^ qui i}lum interfccc^ 
00 rit ^ ucnturd fit . Itcm hoc modo . l'le ucrc mifcr 
00 cfi cuius cx mifcrid non minor ktitid dd omncs ho^ 
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mints ^ cji4dm dolor dd fe j^eruenidt . Aic item dU 
ceyo prc^cldre ^ multh pdrtihus ij plures funt^ qui pd-^ 
rdti funt dd dcprdUdndum f)rincipem ^ qudm qui dd 
corrigendum. qucm locum quiuis d contrdrio fic imi 
tdri poterit . muids pdrtihus tj cjuidc pduciores funt ^ 
qui principihus rccte confulunt^qudm qui ei turpiter 
dduUntur . lUe uero dixit . qudm fis occupdtus ^ 
Cir fi nihil ed de re dd me fcripfiffes ^ id tdmen profe^ 
01 ^o ud tudrum litcrdrum hrcuitds ^ uel locus ipfe un 
-^i de illds mitteres ^ fatis fgnifcdrct . Tu hcc modo 
tum imitdri potcris ex contr^rio . fdne nihil opus fuxt 
oy ddfcrihere ^ te fummo ocio dhunddre ^ id enim cum 
55 cx tudrum literdrum longitudinc ^ dtcjue leuitdte ^ 
P5 quds meris nugis rcferfifti^tum etidm ifto loco unde il 
5) Ids dedifli ^ fdcile perff icerc potui ^ qucmddmodum 
7) vldmminius fj^piusfdcit pcrhclle^ id dutcm hclliffime. 
ndm cum Qicero dixiffet . Omnis cnim codgmc^ttd^ 
tio corporis uel cdlore ^ uel frigore ^ uel dliqud im^ 
55 puljionc uehementi Idhcfdcldtur ^ ^ confringitur ^ 
55 c7 dd morhos ^ fenefhttem':j; compellitur . lUe dute 
fic d cantrdrio . Primus cMi glohus neque ndtus 
cfl^ neqHeuetufidteuild Idhcfd^ldtHr^ frdngitur ^ 
dut morho dliquo ^ dut fcneflute cxtdhefdt . Quod 
unum gcnus imhdndi Idtiffime pdtet ^ nihil enim 
efl^ quod dliquo modo fuum contrdrinm non hdhcdt^ 
quo uiciffm uti pofjimus dd imitdndum. illud ddde^ 
qiijdhoc genus contrdriorum fimilihus quoque in 
imitdudo plurimum prodcffc conjldt ^ de quo in no:^ 
ftfh formis multo copiofius dgctur . Nunc uero 
de confiitutionis rdtione dgendum eft . tdmetfi cum 
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de inuentioKe j^r<£ci^iehdmus , multx de ed (juoque dl 
6ld ej[e , uideri pojfnnt . uix enim alitcr ex edrum 
communi c^udddm ndturd , focietdte feri fotuit , 
fud tdmen c^uxddm certd , dc froprid huic quocjue 
f rd?cepti fmt trddcndd , rrid dutem fmt ( c^uemn 
ddmodum ego exijlimy ) in c^uikis uninerfi fcrihenii 
di fdcultds uerfdtur , ndrrdtio , dochind , cdufs. 
deiio , c^ux trid generd , etfi ommhus fdCHlt.itibuf 
communiter dccidere foffHntjmlld eji enim ferfetud 
didio, (^m nonfudm diic^^dm hdhedt n.drYdtxonem , 
l^drrdtioni item cAvAnBd fit dodlrind , «cc|Me non 
cdufd dliqud intcrdum , dtciue ddeo fxfnis dgdtur , 
hds tdmen fep.irMmus , (ST ^MtC cui rci conuenidt , 
edm illi conihimur dttrihuere. Hijiori<£ igittir ndr^ 
rdtio dacirind omnihus pr<£ccpfM, cdufa dntem dciio 
dd reliqud fcriptd fdcile dccommoddhitHr . Kerum 
dutem gefidnm fcrihendi inliitutio , Trej in frimit 
imdgines effe uidetur, undm^ c^utz fingulorum dnnoc 
rum rem fimfliciter , iit gcjid efi, exfonit , <{Udm hi 
jioridm mdiores mfiri inde quoque anndlcs dffelld^ 
uere . h<£c qmdem non multum homincm rctinet , 
imitdtur enim fddorum qudnddm endrrdtionem , 
in qud dijfcile eji conimuo in dliqudm fdtietdtcm no 
incidere.neque eji ,quihic mihi quifqudm C^dm 
dnndles ohtjcidt , quihus nihil dclecidblius , mhlfud 
uius , nihil dh omni fdrte perfeaiHS legi fotep.tot 
fdn^ quide fuo ordine Hhri res dh eo gefidsin Gd\iid 
continent , quot dnnos iffe ei prouincid^ fr^mt. fdrt 
item rdtione in duili difcordidfdaum conjtdt , fed ht 
mdzis in eo hiftori^ genere uerfdntur , quod d ferft 
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trtd hiftorid fdmHum ejl ^ non cnim ed Cd^fdr^ qu£ 
d V . R . fiyjgrdis eorum quibufque dnms gefid 
furit y perfcqtiicur ^ fed cjUdi tdntumipfein Galiid^ 
dtqiic in chiili diffcnfionc tdmfcliclttr fcripfit ^ qudm 
ctidm gcflit . Alterdm ^ qu£ midtorum dnnorum ^ 
dc diucrforum etidm locorum res fuo ordine g^fds 
co mplecHtur. S ed hxc midto fufius rem expo7:it uni 
uerfdm^ in quo fcribendi gcnere perpetudm fudm hi:^ 
fioridm Liuium cotexuiffe confidt. Jertidm hijloria 
imdgincm iurc ccquo fihi illt uendicdnt ^ qui d contU 
nente hiftorid quc^ddm fepdrdnt ^ ^oid re untiy 
dut plurd hiflorice fibi efpciunt cor^ord ^ ut in fuis re 
lus (^gdUicis <^ ciuilibus Ca^fdrem feciffe dicehd^ 
tnus ^ <yj Sdlujiium ^ qui Cdtilince coniurdtionem ^ 
Cr yellum y quod ?o. Ro. cum lugurtd rege gef:^ 
fit T commodiffime d relicjudhiflorid fdunxit ^ cjuod 
faclum grdicorum qHoque fcriptorum tcfimonio Ci 
cero mdxime comprobdbdt ^ cum hoc ipfum in nbus 
fuis fcribcndis Uicdo mdg)topere perfiddcre condtur. 
CXul igitur hiforidm fcriptiirus fit , utrdm duorum 
pojkriorum gcnerum. imdginem fcqudtur ^ fiue id 
in Dccddes-^fiue in folos iibros difinxcritfis rcHe med 
qiddem fentcntid fudm fcriptioncm informdre uidcbi 
tur tdmctf quod dd diHionem dttinet ^fic mihi 
fdris fdcilitds ^ dtque puritds probdtur^ utnuUd mdd 
gis probdri poffn ^ cum neque tdmen defmt ( nc cjuid 
prc^tcrcdm ^ quod hiftoridm dliquid dttingdt ) qui in 
hoc fcribendi gcnere cx uirorum illuftrium ft^i^ inf 
gnid tdntum qudcddm fibi dcligdnt^ dc cd flilo pcrfe^ 
qudntur dngnfto ^ neque uno id omnes modo . in qui 
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lui non mlde Vdl.Mdx.cQntempfmm ^fi hdhedrn , 
qni in clus hiftorid illum mdgii Hn^^y.d, c^unm pdtrU 
fofjim KomdnHm dgnofcere . N.-tw ani miy.erfdm 
hijloridm fduds ^erjlringunt , ac c^udfi c^uxddm per 
fud illdm certd cdpitd in commentdrinm congcr^mt , 
tnodo ij ktini , modo comfofni fmt^ cjuid cis dd imi^ 
tdndum defideretur dmplius , non uideo . dtque hd-a 
ilenus c^.iod dd hifloridm dttinct . vracij^icndi dute 
YdtiOy ci7 uid c[Hdm mulvflex^ fidm u.<rid fitj<\ud<^i 
no mdm \nforml cddat, fen: mdgis omnihus mirii 
epjC^udm ut ftefidm fHgidt,nd fnte fud fpote^fiue 
fer dlios idfdcidnt ^rmftorcs , pe«e idm tot uia ^ra 
dfiicndifunt , a^uot ctiam frtecef tonm fcriptorcs nu 
merdntnr. Continuo enim in l.is funt , qui perfctud 
ordtione utuntur , necjue ij defurt , Didlogo , dc 
ordtione interfclldtd mdgis delecUmur , multo uera 
ij plures fAnt , fii in multd cdpitd f ro rernm multi^ 
dicium ndturd fudm fcriftionem diftrihuunt , Alij 
dlidmfequmtur uidm , dtcjue rdtionem , pro ut cw^ 
cuecumrefufceftd fuus ordo mdgis conuenire uifus 
cft . in fi^bus ({uidem frxcipiendi formis omnihus 
aaueuiieofrobdtifjimos duc^ores efj'e uerfdtos.fcd 
in perpetud , dtque interpelldtd mnlto etidm prohd^ 
tiores , horum dutcm utri nohllicres , non fdtis dtju^ 
dicdtur . ndm cjiiod dd eos dttinet , cpiifcrfetud ord 
thnefr£ceptdfudtrddum,dutdere frofofitd du 
(lutdnt , mdiorem cjudnddm ferfon^ grduitdtemhd 
here uidentur , cjudm cfui crehrd interfcRdtionc xdcm 
fdciunt Ji ciuidem hi fudm fententiim cum duaon^ 
fateferffiHntur , cum illi contrd f<cfius Udhd\f]mts 
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drgumenth uix dlienum rejVlere ^offint^quo cjU0(^ut 
dltero modo(ut non leuem interdu fitietdtem^cjUie ejl 
in inquu ^ e7 inqudm fxpins repetendo ^ iflis conda^ 
ncm)longc qudm fupcriori dgitur uerbofius ^ deinde 
uero quid dfe omnidpraferre ^ non dutem etidm fi 
He dliunde fumpfjfe uiientur ^ quod quJ.m fdHu fd 
cile fit Qicero ipfe decldrduit ^ qui in fuo Qdtone le^s 
gendo dicere folehdt^fibi non fe ^fed Qdtonem ipfum 
legere uidcri . Cicero in trihus dc ordtore lihris dhfo:t 
lutiffime de perfeHo ordtore dgitcum Quintofrd-^i 
tre ^ in cfuihus Qrdffum ^ Antonium ^ Cdtulum. ^ ^ 
tres ddolcfcentes Cottdm ^ Sulpitium ^ e7 C.lulium lo 
<juentcs inducit^Cum uero in ordtore ddBrutum ho^ 
rum omnium pcrfondm folus fujlinet ^ eundcmc^; d^it 
perfe^um ordtorcm ^ c^udm grduius id dgdt ^ dtquc 
cum mdiore dignitdte ^ cuique efl ficiie fcntire . fi 
quis tdmcnfecus fcntidt^ is dudidt quid Ciccro ipfc dd 
Leptdm de hoc ipfo tefdtus fit . aid uero Dialogi mo 
rem ^ dcintcrpelldtdm ordtioncm fcquuntur ^ dtque 
utriufque perfont^ fermonem difj^utdndo coniungunty 
longe commodius ^ dtque explicdtius dgere putdntur^ 
ndm non folum quid is fcntidt ^ qui proponit^ dc quo 
difj)UtctUT./cd quid is quoque^ qui cum id dgdtur te 
nedt ^ eo modo pcrnofcitur prohe ^ ^ utrdquc fenten 
tid in mcdium dddu^id ^ dtque dcutc utrinque difj^u 
tdtd ^ quid uerius fit ^ mdgis cluccf^it ,f quidcm in 
ferpetud ordtione duditor fdcit , qudf qui cx dduer^ 
fo flumme ^ eodemq;pr.mpite ^ dqudm hduridt ^ cu^ 
ius curfus incitdtus ^ dtque dduerfus cdliccm nuqudm 
mplere pcrmittit ^ fic in rdpidd ^ dtque indtdtd ord^ 
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tiQne , qudmm multd culuffie modi rdfidnt dures^ 
fdrum tdmen ddmodum tenednt , dtfuconferuent 
neceffe efl . Ad l:<cc dcccdit , ({Hoi fi fi£ d noh s trd^ 
duncur , dut fecusiut feri f<cfvAS folet)ferceferic du^ 
ditor , dut reae perccptd , in edm fcntmtidm no f ro 
hdric.fdtis cum dkcmm ingenue fdtcdtur , dlterum 
etidm dferce drgumctis infirmdrc conctur, dut ut no 
flrd reciius fercifidc , dut etidm ut fudm corrigdt 
fententidm , rdiionihus conuincemus . Q^od uero fdn 
tictdtem fAdnddm ohtiddnt, qudm re^e non fdtis ui 
deo, cu£ vervetu£ foims ordtiojm fit , c^udm interfd 
Uc£ , ficiuidem fdciecdti udrietds in frimis occurric . 

lon^iores funt , fUm fdtis efi , c^id didlogo utun. 
tur . non hoc didlo^i tdm efl ultlum , c^ndm c^tcrs: 
diclionis , fi ordtionis longitudinem , non uerborum 
infinitus numerus .fedfufidus ctidm fAferudcum,^ 
redunddns . Quid uero ^ cfuod non uno modo in hoc 
uerfdtur fcriftor ^ ndm dut is omncm m fe dijfucd, 
tionem f4ipiens ,tdm fidclitcr dducrfdrx^ fdrccs, 
du^m fuds fortlter dijfutdndo dcfendit , dut tffum 
loquentem indudt , dh illo inquit , e7 in<iudm com. 
rnodtus dcdmdns , utriciuefudm fmemfuo morc.ut 
tuedtur libcre fcrmittcns.cuius ftidcm fojleriorisge:. 
neris non unum icem efl genus , dut enim <m qud '. 
uit dliquid Cdm diu Cdcec , fiodd dh dduerfdno fld. 
n^e condufum fiC , dut in rehusfnguHs utrinc^ue mf. 
Pitur , ut intemo quid fiiffie conccddt ,fiid db^. 
nudt , fdd^dus conckdi , dtque dd exitum fuum fcr. 
dud respoffit : urerque dut.m , dut d fe iffo , qwc^. 
fiid di^utdC, tocum defromit, dut de dlio ^Hofidm 
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dcceptnm quafimmium , atcjuc hicerpretem dgens, 
refert . m g:io idud. dnimdduertendum efl mdxime , 
ne iddelicet inepti fimui , hoc ejl , wc erfj ferfonds lo^ 
quentcs fdcidmus , ^j^tc ef rd , de qud uerhdfentjmd 
xime conucnidnty ut f de dmicitli ftrmofuturus fit^ 
non is ei dttrihudtur uiro , qui exfdhulis fumptus ftj 
dut etidm , qui non fmguUri dlicjnd foruerit dmici^ 
tid , nefie item qui de Sene6lute loqudttir, rede ddo 
lefcens inducetur , cjuo uitiograci interdum non cd^ 
ruere , qui grduijfimdrum rerum fcrmones f^lis fer 
fonis , c^fdhidofs ddre non duhitdrunt . lllud dcce^ 
dit , quod dd Didlogi rdtionem (fcHdt , ut hoc in pri 
ms utdmur , cim dut de morihus dgetur , dut dlicu 
ius rei incidcrit difceptdtio jfaneuero multis ijfunt 
fdrtihus^lures , qui hdnc prjscipiendi uidm , rdc 
tionem dfeipfs , idf, dut in lihros integros , dut in 
fud certd cdpitd confitutos minimc inepte praftiterut, 
ttt qui rem rufticdm docent , qui animdHum , pifciit, 
drhorum .firplum , regionum , fdcrum ndturdm 
fcrihcndo fint perfecuti , c^ui fuds ohferudtiones , c^ui 
gentium mores , qui inftitutd , qui legcs finaiffimds 
litcris commenddrunt . Keftdt dutem ut tertio in 
loco.cpuod di cdufdm dicenddm dttinet.frmdm ahfol 
Udmus , id<ii longe etidm hreuius , cfUdm res tantd 
pofuldret , ndm fue dd ludi. fnie in fcndtit , fue dd 
populum dgdmus , confliiuenddnm cdufdrum 
ft formd , idmpridem a multis cfi demonfrdtum , 
in quo item /oco , dut qudndo exordiendum ft] 
quo , dut qudndo ndrrdndum , quo in partes cdu\ 
fdm diuidendum jcjuo noftrd frmior drgumcnta^ 
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tio 5 (^m dthilioY confikticnda fit c^m digrciid^ 
muT^dut tjuoufquc id fdddmus ^ qiio pcrorcmus ^ 
quo dcniquc huius gcncris rcliqud^ fi qudc rc-dnt^coU 
hcdndd fint fdri rdtionc^ cum d multiSy c^ui dc drtt 
fcriffcrunt ^ tum dh uno Qkcronc x^ptimc cjl dcmon^ 
firdtum ^ (juo uno longiffimst ordtioms Idhorc rc^k 
ipfi fupcrfcdehimus ^ dc qu^ddm tdntum ^ qU(Z pdtdo 
funt dh hifcc prccccptis rcmotiord^ dc m.dgis rcconditd^ 
hoc loco dttingcmus . Aut igitur primo ^ dut fccundo 
loca dgimus . fi mdgis rcfj^ondcmus ^ mlmmcfdHum 
trit incptc ^f cdufxm noflrdm dd dducrfdrij rdtio:^ 
ncm inflitucrimus ^ ut fi quis ^ cxcmpli cdtifc ^ lcgcm 
lAdnilidm diffuddcdt dut Antonium in fendtu dcfcn 
ddt p dut uitupcrct dmicitidm ^ quifcrc omnid ^ quizi 
hus conftitutioncm fudm informct ^ db dducrfdrio 
fuo fdcilc mutudhitur ^ qucmddmodum Ciccro in dc 
jcndcndd fcncclutc fcciffc dppdrct qui dducrfdrioru 
Tdtionihus propofitis quo ordinc dh cis crdnt difrihu:^ 
td^ P fic cds rcfclJit ^ dtque confringit. fcd id fcmpcr ui 
dcndum erit ^ ut cum cdufd noflrd idfdcidt mdximc^ 
d cuius rdtionc nunqudm cjl difccdcndum . Si/t is ft^ 
£jui mdgis dgdt ^ dc primum locum ohtincdt ^utfm 
cdufdCgcnus pldne pcrnorit ^ dc quicquid dd cdm dUi^ 
ditorifdds prohdndum in unum locum collcgcrit^dn:^ 
te ^ qudm id dielionc cxplicdrc dggrcdidtur ^ dttcnte 
confidcrdhit^ fudmf, omncm diligcntidm in conflium 
ddinhchit ^ ut dd dlicuius prohdtiffimi uiri imdgincm 
mdtcridm illdm ^ qudm mcntc ^ dtquc dnimo idm hd 
hedt compdrdtdm ^ rcdc ^ e^7 ordinc confiitudt ^ dc 
qudfi drchitc^tus fdcict ^ qui dntc qudm uilum idcidt 
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fHnddmentim ^ totm (edifcij inidginem dlicjUdm ex 
imore mdtcrid dliqud fibi hdhct intcgre d^dificdtdm ^ 
qu^ totius conflitutionis formd fi aut cum duditori^ 
ndturd confnfmt ^ dut fi is cdm etidm dlids uidcrit^ 
dici non fotefi ^ cjudntum illi dd deleddtioncm dffc:^ 
Ydt ddAumenti ^ ut edfgurd ^ c^u^ omnibus fuis fdr:^ 
tihus o^time confet dd homincm dhfolute ex^rirr.m:^ 
dum^ mdgno^ere intuentium oculos delecldhit . Ve^ 
rum f ed uirum ilium rcferdt ^ qui iUi mdximc no:^ 
tus ft ^ multo edm c^uoddmmodo ei mdiorem ajfcret 
ddeddtionem^dc multo drridahitmdgis^At^rocul du 
bio in Alphof dui tui imdgine ^ cjudm Tutidnus cgre 
gie effinxit ^ i^f mdiorem imucndo uohi^tdtem fcn:^ 
tidmus qui eum noucrimus qudm tu quem in cu 
nis mories reliquh ^ qudm qui nufqudm dlids uiderit. 
Sed omnium rerum infitucnddrum rdtio fummi in 
frimis crit iudictj . ndm cum dijlrihucndi gcnns ft 
duplex ^ Vnum ndtur^ ^ drtis dlterum ^ utrum md:z 
gis fequendum fit ^ is dcmum fcntiit ^ qui iudicio plu 
rimum udkhit . itdque Q<£fdr in dcfcriptione totius 
Gdllix cum ndturx ordine in cd defcrihcndd commo-^ 
diffimc uti fofft ^ fuum tdmcn qutnddm fcqui ynd-s, 
hiit j ndm cum d Bclgis initium fumcrct in cd defcri^ 
hmdd y omiffis Celtis ^ qui in mcdio pofti funt ^ dd 
Aquitdnos frcctergrcditur ^ dcinde tcrtio in loco dd 
55 Celtds rcdit -^ficinquicm . CdUidefi omnis diuifd 
->-> in pdrtcs treis ^ Qudru undm incolunt Belgdc ^ dlidm 
Aquitdni ^ Tertidm ^ qui ij^forum lingud Cehtz ^ no^ 
V frd Gdlii dppclldntur . ^odcm modo fdcit ^ qui dd 
Herennium fcrihit ^ cum dgit dc trihus ordtionis gcnc 
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V rihus jfic enim dit . Sunt igitur trid gcnerd , c^ct 
■)■) nos figurds d^j^elUmus , in i^uihus omnis ordtio non 
77 uitiofd confumitur , undm grduem , dlterdm medio^ 
77 crem , T£r«\-tw extemdtdm . ndm cum mediocris ex 
frimd , c7 fertw ndfcdtur , «dtMr<c orc/iwe tfrtio in 
loco fcni mdgis dcbuit . id , ^«ocf Ciccro Jvtcit -, tihi 
75 dit . Or<itorHm dutcm f quis itd numerdt flurd 
77 generd , ut dlios grdndcs , dutgrdues , d;tt copio/oj : 
77 dlios tenues ^twt /uki7fj , dut hreues : Jios eis intera 
77 ic^lo5 , O' tdnqudm medios futet tjc. tdmetfi 
md^s uerus is efi ndturs ordo , ut humilitds f>rimo 
in loco 5 mediocritds in fecundo , m tertio dm^litudo 
fondtur . quem ordinem item Cic. ferudt in ordtvre. 
ndturd enim compdrdtum efl , ut omnes res mdgis 
dh initvfs f^is , dc cjudf eundo dd fuum fummum fer 
uenidntjC^udm connnuo qudf montes ndfcdntur , de^ 
inde dd colles fofed , dd fUniciem demittdtur . Cnd 
to rerentidnus cjl pdrdftus , hic cum infolentcr glo:, 
ridretur cumfui ordinis quoddm fdme idm confeeioj 
fefdciU uiclum qucerere , dc eo uentum effct , ubi fc 
ideldret coc^uis jfifcdtorihus , Unijs ^ fdrtorihus j et 
reliquis eius generishominihus grdtifjinmm efje fc 
inquit . 

77 Cocwrrjit Uti mihi ohuidm cufedendrij^ catdrij^Unij 
77 Co^Mi , F^(rtorf5 , Pi/cdforc5 , dMCMpcs ^ ^ 
7? Qiuhus et re fdkd^et fcrditd frofiierd ct from ;tff c . 
77 Sdlutdnt , dd ca-ndm uocdnt^ dduentum grdtuUtur . 
in cjuorumfofremo ucrfu ordo mdgis fofv.Ure ui^ 
dehdtuYUt diceret. Sdlutdnt.dduentum grdtuUntur, 
ad coendm uocdnt . fd drtcm fecutus ddjgcntiffimm 
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foetd ^ mYhifqiie j:crforidi Ydtionem ddlnhem^contitiua 
feamdo in loco coendm fofnit ^ qmm utriinque eoru 
miYe d^pctere fciehdt . ?roponit Cicero in dimndtio^ 
ne in VcrYcm ^ cjuod d defendendo dd dccufdndnm 
defcendcYit ^ cum vAdiccs intcllexerint qudmohrem id 
fdcidt p ^ eos nihil cffe mirdturos ^ c7 dccufdtionem 
]!ldm fihi potius ^ cjiidm cuiqudmdlij omnino dektu 
ros , qudm ^rof^ofjtionem cum ^pofled exeqmtur fY£ 
^oficYc dgit CkcYo ^ ndm cjU(C fccundo in loco pYopofi 
td CYdt j edm pYimum dhfoluit^ deinde dd fYioYcm yc 
dit . id quod ex dYtefdclum mdxime conftdt^ ndm fi 
fYhis dtcfue ex oYdine pYchdffct ^ fe in ed dccufdtione 
C(£cilio effe dntcponcndum ^ pdYi rdtione pYohdtum 
effa ^ tit ex defenfoYe honefle dccufdtoY fd6lus cffct ^ 
qiiid conccffo illo ^ qud Iwncfius ^ cjUdm Caccilius dc 
cufdYc pffct und fimui concedi uidehdtUY Yccle eum 
d defcndcndo dd dccufdndum dcfcendiffe. VdhuldYum 
pYoprium efx^ut primo in lcco totiu> rci drgumctum^ 
dut cjuoddm modo c^uod pro drgumento fit ^ prolo:^ 
qudmur . l^fl tdmen uhi ?ldutus pojl priyrdm fccnd^ 
€dm<^i hcne longdm ^ id pondt commodiffimc ^ qudm 
(juidem drtis lihcrdm inj^itutioncm poctd omnino md 
gis fhi uendicdre uidetnr^ ndm cju.^ longe etlim pofl 
eiicnerint ^ primo in loco 7idrrdndo ut occupet ^ dc his 
perfeclc perd^is ^ dd qux pnmdgcfdfuerdnt ^ per=: 
helle fcfe reuocet diccndo ^ totum ex drttfciofdcit. cd 
ftd TYoid fYimum cj} ^ pcYCYYdt dcinde Aentds md-^ 
rid omnid ^ tcYYds omnes ^ dgit tdmen pYd^pfere 
lAdro ^ cum rem cdm execjnitur . Cominuo en\m ciy 
errorihus exorditur ^ idcj^: cum ex infuld Sicilid ^ non 
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L I B E R 1 1 . 57 
antem Trotd foluijfet , £{ei«i/c dd Troia excidium cos 
niofifc reuenitur . in co wro mdgis cum ndturd. con^ 
fentire uidctur j cum ^rimum proponit-, deinde inuo-t 
cdt , pojiremo ndrrdt , ndm c^ui fecus facidnt , dut 
nulli funt , dut fi c^ui funt omnim , qunm re^e fds 
ddnt , iffi uiderintj ^riffertim in i^fo totius o^cris ini 
tio . ut M.dr3 in Georgicis . 
V Quidfdcidt IxtdS feg.ciuo fid.terrdm 
o-> \ertere lAeco^ndS , ulm.isc^, ddiungere uites , 
■>■> Conuenidt , qu<£ curd houm , c^ui cultus hdhendo 
Sit fecori , dtque d^ihus qudntd ex^erientid ^druis . 



7) 



7) Hinc cdncre incipidm . 



CXuihus ucrfihus de quo didurus fit pocM, prcpa* 
nit , feciuitur Deorum imocdtio ex eo /oco. 
V ■Vosocldrifs.mu. 
■)■> Lumi.ldh.ccel.fi£ dudtii dnnum 
?? Uh. C7 dlmd Ceres . 

E£ relic^ud c^uoufcjue rem ij^fdm dggreditur eo 

initio , 

5? Vere nouo gelidus cdnis cum montihus humor 
Licjuitur. 

Item in fecundo eiufdem oj^eris lihro jldtim hoc 
modo j>rovonit , 
5j N«nc te Bdcche cdndm , nec non fylueprid tecum 
■>■> Virgultd , c7 prolem tdrde crefccntis oliux, 
Deinde Bdcchum inuocdt cum fequitur . 
?j Uuc fidter 0 Lendc tuis h£c omnid flend , 

Vofiremo inde ndrrdtioncm exorditur . 
j3 Trincipio drhorihus udrid eji ndturd credndis, 

ifl tdmcn tihi vrduderc dlicjuid il^ fiocjut cocef^ 
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fum ejl . quemddmodum Mdro fedt In Aeneidis fu4 
initio ^ qui fropofitioni qudtuor carmind fr<£cinit , 
Mque itd p ut ed (tidm cum j^ropofitione coniunxerit 
dicens . 

lUe ego 5 qui quo .grd . mod.duend 

Cdrmen ^ egr. fyl.uici.coegi 

Vt p qudmuis duido ^ pdrerentdrud colono^ 

Crdtum opus dgricolis . 

At nunc horrentid lAdrtis 

Armd uirumc^} cdno. 

Et (jU(£ fequunturj cjuoufque venidt dd inuocdtiom 
nem^cjudm totidem uerfibus execj^itur-^ dicens^ 
Mufd mihi cdufmem.quo.num.Ufo ^ 
Cimd^ue ido.re.dc.tot.uolxdf 
infi.pie.ui.tot.ddi.ld. 
lmp.tdnt(!e ne dnimis coelefAr^ f 

Cui fldtim ddiuncld efl ndrrdtio ^ cmus initium 
hoc eji. 

Vrhs dntiqudfuit ^ l*yrtj ten. coloni. 

l^cque ego quenqudm effe drbitror ^ <\ui lucretiu 
mihi temerc obijcidt ^ que tdmen dh inuocdtio:^ 
ne exorfum effe pdjfim legunt ^ hoc modo. 
o> Aeneddum genitrix^ hominum ^ diuumq; uoluptds^ 
l:idm dliud huius initium ddducit Vdrro^ cu dgit 
de lingud Idtind id dutem efl tdle ^ 
J7 Aetheris y eJ7 terr^z genitdhile qu(£rere tcmpus ^ 

Hoc tdntum ilie cmrd ddhuc defi.icrdntur ^ fed 
hoc diftribuendi injlitutum in operis{ut dicebdm) ini::: 
tio cdfiffime cufloditur ^ dtque incorrupee conferud^ 
m p in medio dutcm fi quid ufus uenidt ^ certe no$ 
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/oco [ite/ior inflitncndi rdtio effc ui 
detnr , quemddmodtim Mctro itt V 1 1 . AeKti^foj /ks 
d£ , <jMi mw/^m , qu^^ gcm Itdidm tcnerct, qui ue rc 
rum jldtuf effet , cwm ilkc Acncdi rfppwiit , ut fhi 
demonfiret , frimum roga , dcinde ^ro^onit.fojlrc^ 
mo ndrrdtionemiffdm excc^uititr -fic emm dit. 
mnc dgc fii regci Er^co , (\u<xi temi^ord rerum , 
Qw;5 U.tio dntifiofkcrit fldtui , dducnd cUffem 
■)■> cum vrimum dufoniji excrcitin djy^ulit orii , 
97 Expeii^m , er frm<z rcuocdho exordidfugn£ , 
p) ru udtem , Jiwd mone . dicdm horridd beild , 
?7 Dicdm rfcicj , rfcioj^i ^irmis i» f;i«er^ re^es , 
75 T/:>rrenrfm^j mdr/Hm , towm^; fwt arm^ co^tff^m 
77 uefferidm j mdior rerum miJn ndfdtur ordo , 
?> Widiui ofUi moueo . Rex drud Ldtinui , wrbej 
77 um fcnior , (on^^i p/<ici</d5 in fdce regcbdt , 

Et ciu£ fequnntur reiifii . ^mo in /oco 4 ndttmth 
i/I^ infiituendi rdtione difceffit , ii,^«oc{ etidm effiat 
m decim,o , cum ex Mniwerfi Actrwri^, ^u^e coe^errfC 
Aene^5 duxijdd , e/? di^mui , dit enim. 
57 Pdndite nunc Wciicond De^ , cdntui<^, tnouete , 
77 Qu^c mdnK5 intere^ Th«fci5 comitetwr orii 
77 Acnedn^drmetciirdtci feldgo<li uJidtur:, 

Quo in loco inuocdm nulidm exflicuit ndrrdtw^ 
ncm , quemddmodumfufrd.fed ed , c^u^ in inuoca 
tionc indicdbdtur , conuntui , rem ippm dggrcditur 
hoc modo . 

77 UdfjicuiardtdVrincefsfecdt^quordry^iy 
7, SMt fluo mi/ie mdnui iuuenum , ^wi moenw Cluji, 
uqmfm^ntHrddomnium cofidrum flcnm 
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dcfcriftloncm . Pdri item rdtionefdcit , cum de dfi- 
hus dgit in c^udrto Georgicorum ^fic enim dit , 
" Qms DcHs hdnc mufe , quis nobis extudit drtem ? 
Vnde noud ingreffus hominum experientid coepit. 
QM<f inuocdtionis loco di6ld pofftnt uideri ^ fe<^ui 
tur dutem rem ipfdm ftc dgens . 
Fdflor Arif(xus fAgiens Feneid tempe . 

Ef reliqud dd operisfinem. ?dri item rdtione dgit 
in I X.cwm Hurni ingentid fd£U eji diHurus , uht 
mufdm rogdtj utfihi tdntds res cMentifeliciter adfit, 
fic enim dit . 

Vos 0 Cdliope precor df^irdtt cdnenti , 
jy QUds ihitum ferro ftrdges , quafunerd Tumus 
5, t.diderit , (juem quifjue uirum demiferit orco . 
Et mecum ingentes ords euoluite helli . 
Et meminifiis cnim diux C mmordrc potefis , 

Veinde fic dggreditur . 
rurris erdt udjio fuffeau , ^ pontihus ditis . 
Ef (^u£ fequuntur , ut in difficiliimis rehus explicdnc: 
dis , quihy/ci; Deo fit opus , etidm in mcdio opere lis 
cedt eius opem inuocdre . Qupd SdndZdrius C7 dcu^ 
te uidit . (2r optimt efi exccutus in fecundo lihro de 
Virginii pdrtu . ndm cum dd chrijii ortum peruenif 
fet , rei mdgnimdine (quid enim mdius , dut etidm 
tdntum f )du6ius , sic mufdrum opem implordt . 
5, N««c dge cdfdlij qu£ nunqudm duditd fub dnttis 
„ Mufdrumue choris celehrdtd , dut cognitd phoeho 
yy Expedidm . Vos fecretos pcr dcuid coUes 
j, Coelicok uos(f merui)monfrdte recejfus 
itttddos . uemum ad cunds ^ ^ gdudid coeli 
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MiYdndosc^i ortus ^ c7 te6ld fortdntid fdcro 
0-) Vdgitu . fldtferrc ^cdcm cjud nuJld ^riorum 
0) ohiiid fint ociilis udtum uclligld nojlris. 

Sed fiue vdtHrdm ^fiue drtem in confituendo ft:i 
qitdris^ illud tihi etidm dto^ue etidm dil.^cntcr utdcn^i 
dum erit ^ ut ci rei ^ qud de dgdtur ^ diligcntem Ydi^ 
tionem ddlnhcds^ d^: uni in frimis etidm dtcjue etidtn 
ohtemfieYCs . Kcliquum dutcm ejl ^ ut locutionis form 
mdm ^erfcqudmur dd imitdndum^ quo uno tcrfeclo 
totius imitdtionis fdhricdm d nohis hdhchis dhfolutdm. 
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Bdnholom(£i Kicctj de imitdrlone dd Alfortt 
fum AtcjliHm ^ Vrinci^em ^ 

LIBER TERTIVS* 



T S I fcio me ^ qui de imhdtione 
feribdm ^ hoc loco ^ (juem fec^udr 
E imitdndo ^ hdhere ncminem ^ c^ui 
£x diflrihutionis me^ tertid ^drte li 
hrum fepdrdtim mihi confcidm ^ 
cum hti^c cjuoque ^drs relicjUds duds pdrtes continen^ 
tcr fccfui^ dc coniHncie conchdi mdgis deheret : ne td 
mcn hic liher ^ fi haac (juoc^ue tertid ^drs dcceffijfet ^ 
iufd mdgnitudine longior cxcreuijfet^ locutionem dh 
inucntionc ^ ci7 diff^ofitionc fciunxi ^ tdmetf ed locu^ 
tionis (jHoque du6loritds , 75^: ufus ejl in dicendo ^ ut 
non duhitem^ quin iWd^ quod ci dmplius dttrihucrim^ 
ficile fuum defenddt ^ dtcjue tucdtur ^ medm'^i hdnc 
inftitucndorum lihrarum rdtionem ctidm ^dnlo lihc^ 
riorcm pdrifit rdtione com^rohdtnrd . Sdne inuenrz 
tio rcrum omnium in diccndo ^ ut ctidm in dgcndo^ 
efl f^rinceps ^ necjue diffofitio nuUdm cx fuo ordint 
crdtioni ipfi uenuftdtem ^ dtque dccorcm dffert ^ dt 
ed und loaitionis tds^dtcjue uirtus efl^ ut f nulld dd^ 
fit ^ quiccjuid prudcnti ffimc inncnids ^ cjuiccjuid in 
fuum ordincm. optime coflirudSj qudffrufrd utrun^ 
quc cffcerc uidcdris : fin dutcm rudis ^ dto^ue infdns^ 
ncc (jua fud dignitdte conflct ^ fhtrimum de utrocjuc 
ut dctrdhdtur ^ neccffe fit . in ed dutcm ipfd ^ qud 
nunc dc dgitur ^ imitdtionc ^ qudntum hxc etidm ud 
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Udt , qudr.tHm ^rinc.f^dtw ohtinedt , id fddfe dccU^ 
Ydt , ndm c:m imitdtoYi mdodme ^romdcndum ft i 
ne dliend md^s furri^ere , <jMdm imltdri uidcdtur , 
id iUi in ^rimii h£c locptendi uirtui o^time c7 froui 
dere , c7 cduere fctefi . fic enim hosc dpte , fic fcelie, 
ftc reckj qHKcjuid uult , in dliendm fdcicm trdnsferty 
atc^ue conucrtit , ut quee ^rimd fuerit nuild femldri 
tur , dc c^uemddmodum dpes , qu<e fofculos , herbu^ 
IdSjdcfiicquidimhiherint roris ^in fuum nouum 
cor^us itd confxiunt y ut nihil horum exi/?dt fx frijli 
nd dutformd , dut mdterid ^fic ha^c nohis dliends uir 
tutes , dtque fententids itdfio fludio , fu^-^xj, drte con^ 
fcit , dtcpie condit fumiter , «c prifiinx formn nihil 
dgnofcdtur , noftrum^c^; idfdt mdxime , ^moJ ed «os 
lis dftc compdrdrit, dtque cofifruxerit . ut omnihus 
hifce de cdufis tertius hic de locutione Hher ex fccundo^ 
fne ulU iufd dccufdtione mfdi fotuerit . Sed ciHonid 
locutio non d nohis , uerum totd(ut eft dlicnd) dliun^ 
de ef petendd, dc mult£ res c^uotidie repcriuntur.dt^ 
cpie ddeo dffidue reperientur^ cfuanomine cdreant U 
tino' , dc eddm multo flures ilU fnt , qu£ nouum no 
men nd^U uetere dut prorfus dmiffo^ , dut filtem 
his i^ordto ; utrum nouis rehus dnohis rccie fcri 
poffit nomen Idtinum , dut nouis nominihus pro Uti^ 
nis utipofjimus ; dut f neutrum permittitur . fiii 
tum d^endum ft , cum cdrum ufus ueniit , efi 
dicendum , deinde locutionem xpfdm pUnius dh^olue^ 
mus . dc quod dd rcs nouds Utino nomine dppelUn^ 
dds , fdne multi non defunt, ncc;ue ij imperinffmi ut 
ri , aui Ciceronis ducioritdte id fhi licere mdgnopere 

H iiij 
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commdunt . qtn in j)rindpb tcrtij libri de Vinibus lo 
nornm ^ ^ mdlorum fic in hdnc dit fcntentidm. 
StoicorHm dutem non ignords qudm fit fukile^ucl 
fpinofum f)otius dijfcrendi genus^ idc^; cum grms^ tu 
mdgis nohis c^uibus etidm ucrhd pdriendd funt ^ im-^ 
0-) ponenddc^; nouis rehus nomind . Qupd uero dd res 
ueteres{c^Honidm und eddemc^: p^^g^ utruque dduer 
fdrium confcere uolumus) qudru>n nuUum fit ^ dut 
non extet nomen Idtinum ^ fi cjui id quoque dudcdnty 
quo pr^efenti dppeUdntur ^ eds nomindre tdnqudm U 
tino ^ quonidm Hordtius dixerit ^ 
Cum Ijngud Qdtonis ^ ^ Enni 
-)> Sermonem pdtrium ditduerit C7 noud rerum 
-» Komind protulerit . licuit ^ fcmperf, licehit 
p; Signdtum prdcfente notd producere nomen. 

Ac ctidm pdulo infrd ^ uhi cx rerum omnium ui^ 
cifficudine ^ uerhorum etidm renoudtioncm djfirmdt^ 
uhi dit . 

Multd rendfcentUT ^ qudc idm cecidert ^ cddentq; 
Qu^ nunc funt in honore uocdhuld ^ fi uolet ufus , 
Quem penes drhitrium e/?;Ci7 normd locjucdu 
Vdri omnes ^ eoqi mdximo uerfdntur in errore , 7idm 
cum itd Cicero e7 Hordtius fentidnt ^ <^ re^HfJime 
fentidnt id Idtinis fuis{quod miror tdntos uiros non 
uidiffe) f^uihus cum dgehdnt ^ tdntum concedchdnt , 
nec^uc enim Cicero uolchdt noucerei grcec^ Iddnus ^ 
dut contrd Idtin^egrmis nomen fdceret non fnum ^ 
quemddmodum hoc noftro tempore ncc^ue Itdlus GdU 
lis uocem ulldm credrepotefi Gdllicdm ^ neque contrd 
CdUus itdiis p qu(e fit Itdld^ neque utriffic Hijjdnus^ 
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(^Hecfit cuiufciHeyfic nec^ue Ldtims dut ItdluSy dut Gdl 
lus , dut ivfpdnus uocem ulUm pdrerepotell, <\m U 
tind fit , ndm f itdfdt idm pridem omnes linguds U 
tind lingiid in fe recepiffet . Cduedonem ( licedt mihi 
idmfxpms excmpli cdufd hdrhdre loqui ) uulgcf rem 
noudm Itdks dppelUt , item fdfdm , ftdmpdm, hom 
hdrddm , c^terd eius gcncris infnitd . fdc h£c Itd. 
/o licedt , cum d ufus uenidt , pdruo c^uoddm dccen-c 
tu dd uocis fonitum dddito fufi Utind ufdrpdre , dc 
Utinis dfcifcere ^fdc idem cxtcris ndtionihus infuis no 
uis rchv.s pcrmittdtur , non uercor , fjr^m uideas , 
atidm hrcui Utinusfermo dfe fe totus dcfcifcere cogdc 
tiir , omnid omnium fdtimferipduciord Utini fcr^ 
monis dgnofci neceffe fit , multo ucro etidm mdgxs ,fi 
quxnoftra Gcrmdna funt uocei{utde }ioftris nunc 
tdntum dgdm)eds nos dd Utindm rdtionem proferrc 
conemur , ut folfihile , impoffihile , grdtitudo , in^ 
grdtitudo , hhcrum arhitrium , deuotus , fro religio 
fo^ defeaus pro culpdjcomponere lihrum pro fcrihere^ 
infdhiiitds , fuperfuum , fuperfuitds , C7 cfm in in 
jlrumentis , infrudihus , in herhh , drborihus , nd^ 
uigijs , duihus , uef ihus , colorihus , Ci7 cxteris em 
generisfunt innumerdhilid . At hoc Utini ipf pdUm 
fdaitdruntJi cniidem c^dremiut grxcdnunc omxt 
um ciudm plurimd, c^us tritdfdad funtldtind)mul 
tisgallicis uerhis Utinam ciuitdtcm dondffe, nu>li du^ 
hium eft , Udronem dutem a GdZd , Cr Gcfd , e^T 
Mdpdlid in Ldtium tdntum , dut mdris , dut terrA 
(hdtium trdnjluliffe , pdri conjldt rdtione , itd c^terl 
in cmris , ut cuiciuc ufu ueniehdt.fdcere nM dubi^ 
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tdrmi . ii quod etidm egregie latind ordtiofte pyafs 
dko , qtn^; eim ciuitdte ^Une dondtus fit , dd eum 
modum licere exijiimdndum ejl^ qudfi uero non infi^ 
nit£ fmt res , <juds dlij dgere liccdt , dlij ciutem mini 
me . Certe quempidm in fudm domum dd fe liberdli:: 
ter dccipere cnicfue fermiffum cfl : in dliendm , id fi 
fdcere uelit ^ non itd . Sic Princeps , cui libedt , dui^ 
tdtem fudm dortdre poterit, dliendm non poterit , C<£ 
fdr , Mdro , cjuici; reiicfui dliends uoccs Romdnis 
afciiierunt , in fudm ij domum , in fudm, ciuitdtem 
illds receperunt : nos dutem , qui idm fridem fdfli fu, 
fnus dlicniffimij qud id rdtione fdcere dudebtmus f dt 
Idtin^e crdtionis ciues fd^li fumus . efo : num propte 
rcd in edm dlios recipere ipf poterimus ? Certe fuffrd 
gijferendi ius nouo homini concedettir , dondnd^ du. 
tem ciuitdtis non itd . Vratered cur , fi itd efi , tot 
optimi ciues , dtc^ue ddeo principes Idtina ciuitdtis nul 
lum uerhum temerc in fudm ciuitdtc ddmittcre funt 
dufij Bembus , Sddoletus , Romulus , Bondmictis^ to 
tus denique Sendtus Idtinus ijs uocihus Idtine dgentes 
utuntur , (juds ufus , ^ confuetudo mdiorum cis re^ 
liquit , nulldm noudm jj ad ifldm rdtionem ddmifcen 
tes . Qidd igitur tuus ifte ciuis Idtinus dget in ijs 
utnfque rehus dppeUdndisJi dlteris prorfus Idtinum 
mmcn ddimis , dlteris nofirum non concedis ? Ego , 
cuinegocium eritin rehus nouis nomindndis , contil 
nuo ei quxrendum ejfe ccnfeo ^ f ei rei dlicjuid dpud 
mdiores uncjudm extiterit fimile , ^d cuius rdtionem 
ei fiocfue nomen dli^uo modo dccommoddre poffit , 
ut in homhdrdd ,f quis edm dd ueterum rdtionem ] 
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tomcntum dixerit militdYe , item horologium ( fi 
(^itis hdnc uocem firorfui fu^idt) foUrium. mdgis d^^ 
^elUrit j item hd^tizdre , in.tliriy in tjs dMfcm, «jmos 
rum nomen Idtinum no itd cuicfue ohuium occurrit^., 
is primum diiigenter inueftigdbit -, f id dliunie pop 
fiteruere jcuius fi compoJ f dt^re^lc erit^fin id 
rmnus dffcqudtur^ dut nuhm prorfus erit^rd circun 
fcriftio fem^er illi fraefo dderit^ nunc^Udm feri^hrdi: 
fis deerit , ut in fcommunicdre , f<\uis id fluribus ex 
flicet uerbis ^fdcris eum , dut dc^ud , c7 igm Wter^ 
dicere^itd d chrifiidnorum confuctudinc eum duerte 
re y itd f cui cduedonem fit dicendum , f eum ex^li^ 
cet trit^odem foculdremjCiuo dd lignd ututur fufinen 
dd.fiftdfdm infrumentum.quo fedes fufinct ec^ues, 
fi cdmpdndm , Uds effe ceneum dltifjimo in loco fofi^ 
tum.aiius creberrimis idibus dlifiid longin(^nis fi^ 
gnifcdtur . Ac longum erit , c^uod unico foffit uer^ 
bo , multis id f exflicetur ucrbis , dc fiotics ofusfit 
em ^eriphrafm repetere . At Idtinum co modo , 
hdrbdrum ifio . Voftremo dutem fi minus conceffd 
Koce uti cogemur omnino^ necjue huius (juicqudm fitj 
quo Idtindm edm reddere fcffimus, dc ciradtus ijloSy 
Itqueordtmmdnfrdaus fugere uclimus , eo moda> 
reae iUdm ufirfabimus , f c^udf uenidm frius frs^ 
fdbimur , hoc m.odo , ut diunt , ut dicuM, ut xtd di^ 
cdm , ut nojlri dffcUdnt , loquumur , e7 hum ge^ 
neris mtdtis modis , ciuemddmodum cicero f^cit in 
iis qu^nonfdtisldtindprobdrentur. sed fortdjjt 
in iiucis uocihus iiferudrifoterit , ut dlicjuo modo 
dut fidCt Idtinds eds effcidmus , dut fcri^hrdft , dut 





DE IMITATIONE 
etidm excufdtione aliqud ddhihitd Idtinis dimifcedia 
mus . Quid dHtem iureconfulti in fuis confilijs ddnn 
dis ? Qmd item conuentorum , pd^iorum, tefldmen 
torum^; flipuUtores dgent , fiibus cr infinitis rehus 
noud nomind funt omnino faciendd , ^ qu£ Idtind 
funt prorfus ignordntur num d confulendo , dcfli-j 
fuUndo cejjdbunt , dum dut Utini redednt , qui res 
eds nomine donet Utino? dut iHdjqu£ Utind Utednty 
fidnt notiord? dn conmuo drtcm defment^ ifijfi 
me dudidnt , dut prius Utinc reHe fcrihere difcent , 
dut fi id dffecjui non foterunt , fud mdgis utentur lirt 
gud , qudm dhutentur dliend . Sed idm locutionem 
ipfim dggredidmur . quo uno perfecioj totius imitdL 
tionis fdhricdm d nohis hdhehis dhfolutdm . Cum igi 
tur Utina locutionis duplex fit ufus , grdmmdticus dl 
ter , dlter Utinus , fii dd grdmmdticorum reguUm 
tdntum loqui didicerit , is non fdtis hdhehit dd edm , 
cjiidm Utinx locutionis elegdntidm intelligimus . 
Aliud efl enim ^udfi terminis dngufte circunfcriptis 
ingredi . Aliudfuo iudicio liherius , dc cum dignitd 
te jfdtidri , neque ille , qui tdntum dd fdmili^ cd^ 
fiend^ Uxitdtem ades (sdificdrit , proptered mdgnifi 
ce adificdffe dicetur , fed qui ueflihuU , concUuid , 
porticus , dmhuUtiones, Uquedridj aterd multd dd 
sdium dignitdtem extruxerit, cjuemddmodum nequc 
qui feinchorcisagdtjfi dd foninumerum pedem 
tdntum mouedt , non item totlus corvoris motum , 
dcquidddm etidmde'fuo decenter ddddtj elegans fd] 
tdtor hdhebitur . Voftremo dutem qui p^nno inuo^ 
imsfithenecrdjfoyfatisillcquidemdut dd frigus 
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fellenium , dut di cdlorem drcendum hdhehit ddiu^i 
menti , dd omdtum dutem , quem omnium mdxime 
auxrimus -, nifi ueftiendi drs diligens dccejfrit , tiihil 
hdbeyit omnino . sic in Idtind ordtione minime fdtii 
tjl , Idtind fi fmt uerhd , dc certd inter fe rdtlone cort 
iun6ldjmdius ddhuc c^uidddm rejldtj id dutem cfi in 
ufu mdgis com^rohdtum Idtino^ dc cx honorum dffis 
dud ledione com^drdndum,, c^udm c^uod minutis 
prtfcepm ohedidt , dtc^uc mdgifris docedtur . Sedut 
aliud effc grdmmdtice loc^uijdliud Idtine dicehdmus, 
fic nuc in Idtind locutione dlidm dlid ejje ^rohdtiorem 
ofiendemus . dc ne ego nunc tihi tetdtes commifcedm, 
dc Terentij c^udf horridioris nefcio quid dntic^uitdtis 
retinere , Antonij , dtque Qrdffi pdulo cultioremfd^ 
(Idm ejfe , Qiceronis dutem mdtem omnid lumimi-j 
pmnes uirtutes elofientice effudifje comj^rohemyUndm 
tdMum fumdmus , neque edm etidm optimdm , quin 
ttidm d uiris difceddmus licet , ne unum tihi fmfer 
Ciceronem ohifcidm^ non fua mdtis c£teri> frimdrijs 
foeminis Corndidm , CiT lcelidm f^lendidius locutas 
ejfe , Cicero tcjldtum reliquit f fidrum etidm dlterd 
Crdcchorum fHoru injlitutioni j^hmmum frcfuit , 
diterdflids UutidSy^ Licinids ne^tes longe ejfuit ele 
gdntiores i Vij fdcerent , ut non itd ejfet , dc omncs 
ev modo homines loquerenturj cjuo honifdciunt , ne^ 
que hic dlio , Hle dlio Idtlnd dhufus ejjet ordtionCj nul 
Id cnim nuitc ofus effet in loquendo imitdtione , ows 
nes enim eo modo lofiercmur optime. Udnc dUtem, 
qudm nos hoc loco frohdtiorem quarimus locutionis 
formdm, ex undfrohdtiffimorum dUilorum lc^io:s 
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ne dffidud m.ixme conficiemus ■, ndm ut ■pefjime ij 
femper dguntj qui d fcffimii nunqudm difccdunt du 
^oribus j fic illi , qui in bonis habitdnty nonunc^Adm 
oftime . hi autem qui fnt prob.itiffimi du6lorcs , in 
quibus legendis , dc uerfdndiSy hdnc dicendi form>amj 
qna omnium iudicio mdxime probt.tur , rohii ipfi 
compdremus , tj procul dubio funt ^ qui Ciccroms 
atate foruerunt . fcd cum ea totd atas pldne Utine , 
dtque clegdnter locutd fit , unus tdmen Cicero oma 
nium elegdntiffime efl locutus . pure quidcm dlij , 
quod cfi in mdximd Idudis pdrte ponendum , Prcffe 
dli] j dc prope und in breuitdte diuini extitere , sed 
unus Cicero Idudem omnium dc uirtutes in fe trdns 
fiulit omnes , pure hic in loco , nec multis , cum res 
fofluldt , dgitj in uno dutem iko iUuflrdndce ordtio^ 
msgenere Deus efi . uerborum deleclum eloqucnti£ 
originem Ccefar effe diccbdt . Atqui dlij femper dli^ 
quid hdbcnt , quod dut prorfus ddmnetur , dut fdU 
tem £qtie non probctur^ uctuftdtem dlij nimis dcdita 
cperd confeeUntur , in dgreflibtis , dc pdrum cultis 
fe fe dlij mdgis obleddnt , dlij alio uitio Ubordnt , 
unus Cicero tdntum dbcfl , ut quicqudm tdle in fc dd 
miferit , ut meffem iJIdm nobis , dtque ucrborum oa 
mnium copidm omnemferpurgdritj qui nihil in fer^ 
monem , quod non Romdnum olerct , quod db aitds 
tisfua cultu , atque dignitdte quicqudm dbhorrerct , 
quod omni denique fj>lcndore non elucefccret-) pror^ 
fus intcrtcxuit . Huc id dccedit , quU hic folus , 
qudm C(£leri omnes fimul una , plura confcripfit «os 
lnmina j unde etUm nobis maior copia fAppditdri 
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foffit di dicendiim . Nc^ue illi (jUikqiidm dudicn^^ 
funt , <jui contimio ohiidu.nt , Qiceronem non o-.-nn^^ 
dttiff-JJe , multd cx ijs etixm , qu£ fcrif)fit , defderd^ 
ri, cjudre a cxteris c^nocjue hdrx nohis locutloncm pfs 
tenddm effef.tis inepte gdrriunt , ndm fit itd , ut dt 
rehui omnihus Cicero mn fcrifferit , dc ex eis etiamj 
qu£ fcriffrit , uoluminihus , temporum iniquttdte 
com^lurd dcfiderentur , certe <jui in eis , cjm extdr.t, 
qu£ leguntur , o^time uerfdtus erit , quique eius di: 
^Honis form.is frohe , dc fideliter ferce^tds hdhehit , 
is eds dd c^uiccjuid uolet commodifjime trdnsferrefo 
teritjf cjuidem cerdm imitdtur ordtio, qu<e cjuo edm 
dd cjudffieformds confngenjlds defexeris , fdcillime 
confequetur . No/lem hoc loco ine^tus uideri , ({u\ 
fummum uirum , pmcipcm , dc fdtrem elocjucntidi 
rei comfdrem dhiecliffima , fed pdruis tdmen, dtque 
infmismdximd.dtque nohiliffmd interdum rec^e 
conferri folent . miln incjudm Ciceronis ordtio cum h 
cufletiffimi futoris ofpcind remffme com^drdri fof^ 
fe uidetur . ndm qucmddmodum in ed omniim f.e^ 
dum, omniumformdrum d^tiffimd f^nt cdlcedmen^ 
tdjic dd omnes res ordnone d^tt conuefiiendds locu^ 
tio , dtqut dicendiformdi omncs dh uno Cicerone fd^ 
dle fumi voterunt . NqMC enim duhitdndum efl , 
quin Cicero ,fi hiforidm .fidere rujlicd cofiofms , 
ludm fecit Ji item de cmris rchus fcrif>ffjct,^que 
In iAS omnihusfcrihendisfdrisfcciffet, di<{ue inu,s,<juds 
luJjentiffmo fiilo com^iexus ejl, fUne fdtuiccit.qud 
fiueroquid Avellesnonomniumrcrum formdSf>en 
nicillo fuo fit ferfccutHS , idco ctim, cjui dd cius imd 
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ginem opti*ne fngdt , « ^iyfcm /^irfm «t/I ^<cf eds jgt^ 
mds , Afelles finxit dccommoddre poffit y dut 
qui in Ocedna ndtdre didicerit, non is item in mterii 
aquis , cum ufus uenidt^ id fdcile fdcidt . ab hoc igi^ 
tur uno cicerone ut nufquam difceddmus , ut in hoc 
h<eredmus, dtque perpetuo hdhitemus, meum efi con^i 
fdium . f quis tdmen in hiflorid dut Coifaris furitd:» 
tCjdut Sdtuflij breuitdte mdgis delecietur y id per 
me qmdem fequi iUi facillime licebit . Seduniuerfa 
locutionis dicendi flu^ofs fefe duplex dffert ufus , 
militds , dlterd ex eo , (juod non undm , dtque edn^i 
dem loquendi rdtionem effe diccbamus , ut qui hiflo^ 
ridmfcribdtjfi Ctefaris puritdtem fequdtur j liuij 
cdndorcm , aut etiam Sdluflij breuitdtem parui fd^ 
ciens , aut cateris omnibus poflhdbitis fcriptoribus , 
mius Ciceronis fefe locutioni addixerit , Alterdex 
€0 , quod hxcfud mutdtione, addendo , decrdhendo, 
omnem loquendi ufum complexd efl . de fupefmc 
quidfentidm , OAit cuius fcriptoris locutionem magis 
probem , fdtis drbitror pdulo fuprd , pdffm muU 
tis dlijs in locis d me effe demonflrdtum^ nunc dutem 
depcflerioris ufu , atque utilitdte refldt, ut copiofms 
dicdtur. quonidm igitur hxc dnimi indicium e/?, dt:: 
que und hac potijfimum quid uelimus.quid non , ca 
tcris dperimus , dtque eloquimur pdUm , neceffe efl. 
ut iam pridem nihil did poffit , quod millies non fit 
diaum prius . qui igitur eddem fcnfd cum dlijs fmc 
lufld reprehenflone , quin etidm noftra cum aliquct 
Idude proferdmus , locus pofluUt, ut pluribus uidea^ 
ms . id , quod etidm poUiiciti fumuSj cum dc inuen* 

Xione. 
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L I B E R III. <^S 
tione , dtque diffofdione dgchdtnr . Aut igitur ([U(S- 
funt db dio dic'Li, nohii.uti dh eo fwt dictdjintegrc^ 
dut dlic^Adfdcli. mntdtione , dut dddendo , dut c/fs 
trdhendo , ^rofcrendd fv.nt omnino . Ex ijs dutem , 
ctu integrd mdntnt , funt froucrhid , dicid , fcntcn 
tiic , difjiniiionei , Cl7 c£terd , «t /J ijuij 

mercei th dduexerit , wfci mdximd edrum rerum ft 
Adi , diiui eum hoc frouerhio fu'titi£ notet , 
l^oHudi Athendi . dut f c^ui neget mdgnumin rem 
uilemfumftum fefd^urum ,illud dfte er fdcete 
uf^rvct, unum fcenitere tdnti non emo. dut cum uir 
frohus fi?nipcdhitur ,/i ^«i> dixerit^ dignw ef, c^ui 
cum in ttnchrii micei . dut cum nimii Urgum intrd 
hey:efcenti<ii iegci retinendum effe , hoc quil}idm mo-. 
do drgute ^rmfut , \.drgxt\o fundum non luhet . 
Qiuc omnid , <^ <iU£ funt hum generii reWo^ud xn^ 
mmerdhxdd , c^uonidm uuigo fddd funt commu. 
nid , mto Drimum dh eo funt dcce^td , eo modc^ [unt 
perpetuo db ommhui communiter ufur^dndd . di^A 
uero Jiue ridicuid ,fme ioci.fue c^uoc^^o modo no. 
mne dlio dvpcllcntur mdgii , e7 h<cc co modo frofr 
ri folent integre, cpiomodo funt dfuii duclonhui 
Utd , ut cum nouum l^omincm in confejfum dmpiifi, 
eo loco minimc dignum ,fed ( ut ft ) frinapum 
mio dfcitnm.lccum fhi<iu^rentem c^uiiddhunc 
modum fdcete mordedt . Te ec^uidem rcciferem , 
nif dnguftefederem . Item.f quem fe mmi ^acldn 
Jm in dJdo notdremui hoc modo , <^m ioc^u^tur c 
Untre ? Itemf c^uH in furdcem feruum : i«ci Am 
fi^yholonufurfitfiuief.cuidcmin^^^^^^^^ 
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DE IMITATIONE 
fgndtum , e^r occlufum . it^f in male olemem , aVs 
cunuemus fum . f ueroflures adfm^ circHnuemifu 
tnus . itd illud in ddulterum , (jui infdao deprehen 
fusfit , cum ^uis imerrogdret quid uideretur <' auis 
re/fonderct.tdrdus, Itdcum fdrcmgrdtidm nos 
fermittimus reUturos , eo modo , mfcmentem fece^ 
ris ^itd metes . Sementi<e quoque tjs ipfs nerbis , eo 
ipfo integro confcrudto ordine , quo prius confmace 
fum.reae frofcruntur, ut Qicero iliud jerenttj pro^ 
" tuht, ohfcjuiumdmfcosj Veritds odium pdrit 
Item illud Ennij . 

" Homo.quierrdnticomiter monftrdt uidm , 
" Quaf lumen de fuo lumine dccenddt ,fdcit ' 

Vtni]nlominusipflucedt,cumilli dccenderit , 

y^e(jH: idnon itdj 

ritef quid ego ddiuto, curdmue Uudffo 
num te coquit^ ^ uerfdtfub pcaore fxd 
7' ^cfad erit prami f ^ ' 

" l^cfmciofcntentidmfeauitur.utiUud. lus ndtur^ 
c^uoi nohis mnopmio,fcd<ju,ilUnnatduisajfert^ 
ut reh^emem , pietatem , gratidm , uendxcat\onem \ 
uentdtem , itd ius ciuile eft ^ecjuitas conftituta ip, J 

jtma cjt hahitus animi communi utilitati confmiati 
fuam cuicjue trihuem dignitatcm . qh., omnes 
harum etiam fmilcs cmras defnitioncs fquis inte^ 
grds ufurpet , non fddet wepte,f tamenLuid de 
fuoadd:tt , dut etiam totam eandcm Uc conlcerit 
modo, defnitionis naturd , Uge non difdddt dd 
fimcndo , (cc^ue ei faccre lic.hlt , ut acero in iufiti^c 
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L I B E R III. 

f:cit defniendd , f (i uerhis , citfic ef fufrd dd^ 
duclus , fic eMn defnmt . 
V lu'md efi djfcaio dnimi fmim cuifie tnbuem, a |o 
„ cicCdtcmconiunaiQniihumdn^munifcetucni. 
Item dltis cdm dcfnkm d\xit, c^ui dd mnnnmm /crt 

\}{t , cmn dit . f j- ♦ 

„ lufiitid ejl ^auitds , ius M«iaa>e tfUem fro di^^ni 
, tdtecuiufqul. Vt mn ddddmmultd dlid,<iuikii 
,ut defcrhtur , dUt fsnifcdtur h^c uirtui non uno 
modo , Quin etidm in fmtenttii ^uacjue dhquid ^ 
Mi <& commutxri , m.odo rcmdnedt fcntcntid , 
„ .ermitt\ uidetur . utf o^m i^hd pl.toms , vrm. 
„ %e:nc\mum heneuoknud ,non drmis fcftum ejjc 
oLrtet , dd hunc modum c^udf fuum xd ef^.aem ,dx 
cdt, m mdxxme tuti funt Pri.cipe., <^ui mdgn fuo 
rum cMum heneuoUntid , c^um drmn fefti funt . 
C^crnddmodum etidm Ciccro fdcit in ^erentio fdu. 
loetidmliherius,i'lcenimdit. „ r (\ 

Non Kfoms mdgis uerum dtc^ue hoc refl^onfum efi. 
Ciaro dutem [ic . ... 

oprfrne trdclduit. 

„ famm iri credit, t.«ri/f.er cmet^ f /^r.tfore d.m, 
55 rurfum dd ingenium redn . 

Cicero dutcm fic . r i ^ 
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DE IMITATIONE 
dmere defljfes ^fmilem te fmurum tui i se<J quo= 
nidm cdfu , quoi drtis fuerdt, in ipfim commutdndi 
Ydtionem incidimns , quce frofofmonis noftr^ t>drs 
erat dlterd^edmpergdm dhfoluere . Aut igitur , 
<}Uodipfeloquimurdlienum^id nohis erit omnino 
mognitum , dut etidmfxfris ferUchm .f prorfus 
ignordhimus , ^ ijs uerbis , ^ eo ordine , Jo dius 
protulerit prius , nunqudm d nohis 'profermtr . sin 
dutem m eorum uefligid omnino dicedo incurremus, 
mdgnumtumordtionis noflra teflimonium hdhere 
poterimus, edm minime effc contemmnddm, cjuce ed^ 
demfit cum optmorum . si uero in perfhcclo uerfd 
bimur , nos und h^c multiplex commutdndi ordtio^ 
ms rdtio prorfus dh omnifurti accufdtione lihcrdhit 
qHdm uidm c. Cdrhonem tenuiffe , cicero fcriptum 
rehqm , siquidem hic cumfe cxerceret dd dicmdu , 
quod exprohmffmo dliquo , dut poetd , dut ordto. 
rememortdcomprchendere poffet.idem fuo modo 
yrmere dtque proferre condhdtur , Videhdtfci^ 
licctmdufirius ordtor hdnc exercitdtionem mdximl 
<id dtccndi copidm pcrtinere . Neaue mihi nunc L 
Crf qudntdcunque duaoritds f,t,hoc uncjudm 
enpm utquod d bonisomnihus feri uidedm -iHi 
conceddm turpe effe dd imitdndum , cum Cicero 
roque ille ipfe^ quifuh Crdffj perfcnd ed improbdre 
fmuUhdt , cr dliter fcnfcrit^^r fecerit femper 
hoc tgitur ius dcquirendce dllen^ fcnmtiJoffckoni 
pudm commutdtione , dddi:ione , dctrdJiiolJL^ 
le confequemur Commutdndi dutemgenus cfl du^ 
flcx , unum ordinis , ucrhomm dlterum , cum dutc 
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L 1 B E R III. C7 

mrtc ordinh dico , inteiligo tdntnm ordincm •ifdem 
mdnentihus ucrhh in dlidmfdciem reddchm.. huius 
dutem comutdndi orclims rdtio triplcx efl , und cum 
dicitur retro , dc cjudfi firfum uerfus idem , c^uod di 
rede dicium prius offcnderis . Alterd cum intcrcifcj 
tertid cum uerhd omnid , c7 cold iffd tuo drhitrdtn 
fermifcentur , cim retro ordine , ut f id Tcrentij , 
7, Sdluum te ddueniye Demed gdudemus : quiffidm fic 
,5 fdcidt mutdnJo : Gdudemus Demed dduenire tefdl^ 
,j uum : Item illud : uunfidm remfdcies , dhi , nefcb 
V inefcdre homines Sdnnio : fi fic item commutetur , 
Sdnnio homincs inefcdre nefcu , dhi^fdcies rem num 
tptdm : fiemddmodum ipfi fdulo fiiprd deditd fecin 
mus operd , fii in hdc commutdtione d ftrihuendd 
ex ipfo Cicerone locum fene integrum retro ordine 
fer fingulduerhd remcnfo trdnfrulimus: Intercife dU 
tem fermutdre tum intelligo , cum feriodus incidii 
tur , dc ordtio fcr cold iffd in ordinem dHum comfo 
nitur , dc iffe dmhitus fdrtihus integrh commutdtis 
in dlium orhem , dtcjue in quddrum noflrum concin 
nius digeretur , ut iilud Ciceronh in ordtore : Cur 
igitur ius ciuile docere femfer fulchrius fuit ? Ho^ 
minum^c^i cldriffmorum difcifulh domus foruerunt? 
dd dicendum f (\m dcudt, dut ddiuuet in eo iuuen^ 
tutem , uituferetur ? Si imerdfe inuertdturfc , dd 
dicendum fi fth dcudt , dut ddiuuet in eo luuentu^ 
tem.uituferdhitur? Cur igitur ius mde docere 
femper pulchriusfiit.hominumf cUriffmorum di^ 
fcipulis domus foruerurt ? Ad hunc dutem modum 
Verenmsfeipfum(onuertit,Ait tnimin wcho 
' ^ I iij 



1 s. f. 
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DE JMIT A TIONE 
in iJmdis ferfona , SoU fum , hdhco hic neminem , 
nequedmitum jnecjuecogndtum . In Adelphis du^ 
?5 tem hoc idem dgit per conuerfionem^uhi dit . Nemi^ 
71 nem hdbco , foU fumus , Getd autcm hic non ddefl . 
Seddptiffime cicerohoc ^^enere conuerfioms tii ufui 
ef, cum id Grdcchiper cola conuertit . ndm cum ille 
" diceret, xheffe mn fotefl^quin eiufdem hominis 
3^ fn , prohos imfrohdre , qui improhos prohet : Qicero 
autem fic , quin eiufdem hominis f,t , cjui improhos 
prohet , prohos improhare . Aptiffimd ef in poflre^ 
mo memhro fd5td commutdtio, Meus dutem vUm^ 
minius hdnc conuertendi rdtionem tum egregie per- 
fecutus efl , cum ditinfud pdrdphrdf : Dum perpe^ 
77 tm cuncldfurfum , dc deorfum commednt , rerum 
^y generdtio , <^ interitus circuitum confcit , C7 qudf 
y^ orhemcjuenddm. Ex terrd enim humor, exhumo^ 
re ndfdtur dcr , ex aere oritur humor , ex humore 
terrd ultimd . qu<e cicero eddem retro uerfo ordine 
prm in hunc modum tulerdt . Nrfw ex terrd dcfuj, 
ex dqud oritur der , ex dere dithcr , Deinde retror- 
fum uiciffm , Ex ^there dcr, ex dere doud, ex dmd 
terrdinfmd,ficndturishis,ex ^uihus omnidcon. 
jtdm furfmn deorfum , ultro citroci; commedntihus 
mundi pdrtium coniunaio continetur . Tertium du 
tem commutdndi gcnus eft cum eifdem uerhis nullo 
primo eorum ordine conferudto , ne<^ue colorum uU 
U rdtioneddhibitd , fed cum nos nouum, dc liherum 
no{lrumeff,cimusordinem,utfqmsillud. Tihidu 

V temtdconfltjdo.cjuodmihi met ipf^uc uitcmus 

V oculoshominum.flingudsmimts fdcile foffumus ■ 
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L I B E R 1 1 1 • C8 

Si inc^iidm fuo id modo commutdns fic tffxidt ^ 
idem dutcm tihi do confiitf ^ quod ipfi met mihi , vt 
fi minus hominum lin^^uds puile poffumus^ oculos ui 
tcmus . QUorum trium commutdnd<z ordtionis gcnt 
rum primum nimis puerilcynimisc^i eUbordti efl jlu:^ 
dij 5 dtquc ind.nis induftrid^ f fimpliciter fdt : qudrt 
etidm mdxime deuitdndnm . Secundum pdulo tole-^ 
rdhilius ^ fed nec^ue hoc cjuoque ddmodum fdclitdn^i 
dum . necjue enim commodc cddet^ ut fapius feri fof 
fit . Tcrtium longe omnmm efl liherius'-^ c7 propte^ 
rex etidm commodius , cjuodcj; crehro ufurpetur . mo 
do illud etidm dtcjue etiam diligenter dttenddtur ^ nc 
commutdtione fdHd cjuoddmmodo diffoludtur ^ dti^ 
que emruetur ordtio . ncmo enim idm pridem nefcit 
(ut uerfum nunc omittdm ^ qui hdnc commutdndi 
Ydtionem nix dd fe ddmittere poffe uidctur ) folut^ 
cjuocjue ordtioni f^um certum numerum ddeffc^ qu^ 
fi mutetur dd eum modum.mdgnum periculum eflj 
ne quod dpte compoftum fuerdt prius ^ dijfolutum 
redddtUY ^ dc quod flru^lurd ipfd dd numerum optl 
me concinehdt y ne ahfonum ^ dtque dff^enm cjuid 
refonet commutdtum ^ cjud:'\i fortiter priore conglu^ 
tindtione continehdtur ^ recenti ^ dc noud totd dehm 
hetur ordtio ^ nif res ed nohis pro^rfis fit cum diffolu 
to ^ dc pdrum compofite loquenti ^ ndm ucrhd omnid 
non itdfunt in cjUddrum confecld y dc cjudf dffdhre 
Idhordtd ^ dtcjue expolitd ^ ut cjuocjuo compofitionem 
tudm infituds ^ edm dciue dpte fecjudntur, dtcjue in^ 
ter fe cjUdcjue uerfus ddkwdnt c.ptiffime . Verho-^ 
rum dutem commutdndorum dlt^rum erdt genus . 

I iiij 



DE IMITATIONE 
hoc item dmlcx efl: unumcum u:rhd ipfa remdnent^ 
fed inlc ipfd quoddmmodo commutdnttir,dlterum cH 
idm pofitorum uerlonm loco dlid , qH<e idem figni^ 
ficet , dftiffime reponuntur . cum dutcm reminentj 
fed non itd , ut erdntpofitd prius , multis id quidem 
ft modis, dc qudm commodiffime omnihus.dut enim 
fer cdfus fict , ut uhi dlius dixerit iniuridrum ohliui 
fci , fortiffimi effe hominis ^fi tu iniurids fcr cdfum 
commutdris . itemjfi ille fummo honore dignum pd 
tri<e liherdtorem , tu fummi honoris . dut fi fit , «i= 
fendi cdufd dlicjuem , tufdcids dlicuius . itd in c£teris 
dut uocihus , dut uerhis , <jua diuerfos fihi cdfus dfci^ 
fcdnt . ^dm mutdtioncm fecjuuntur etidm ilU , te 
uehementer dmo , tu d me uehementer dmdris . fed 
mird illd, dtque elegdntiffimd in C^efdre efl cdfui cU 
mutdtio in primo lihro de hello gdllico , cum dit , 
55 U(juitHm millid erdnt fex, totidem numero pedires ue 
lociffimi , dc fortiffimi . ndm reeid compofitio , fl dd 
fuperiorem pdrtem refPondedt , hac erdt . totidcm 
numero peditum uelociffimcrum , dc fortiffimorum, 
fiemddmodum ecjuitum dixerdt . nccjue lUud non 
inekgdnter ufitdtum efl , quemddmodum dixit Te* 
rentius.populo ut pUcerent c^uds fecijfct fdhulds . 
- dutper numerum , ut uhi iiie , ego omni offlcio Ji 
fds dicdt ego omnihus ofjicijs , uhi ego ,fl nos, 
item in uerhis , m illud ^uemddmodum pdulo fuprd 
dicehdmus . cum unus fit , ^«i lociudtur . ilU uero 
numcri permutdtio per cjuam uenufld efl , <^Hd uti^ 
tUY rerentius in Eunuchi prologo .fic enim in ipfy 
(iit initio . * 
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L I B E R iir. 69 

k si quifqtum e/? , qiii ^Ucere fc jl^idedt honii ' 

?? QUdmplHrimiSj ^ minime mukoi hderc j 

in ^ohdhicnomen j)rcfitetur fuum . ndm cum 
quis dixijfet , dc dd mm nitmertm ^dri numero ren 
fj)andendum ejfet , multkudinb tdmen numero ufm 
e]l , ferinde atfie , fi qui fiint , non dutem fi <\uifii 
qiidm efi , initioi fi protulijjet . itcm in eddem fd^ 
buld . . 

■>■> hdeon hominei immutdrier 
75 Ex dmorc , ut non co?nofcd$ cundem effe <* 

In eundem numerus m '.tdtur.proprius enim erdt 
77 f dixijfet eofdem . item d ihi . Cuius mos mdxime efl 
■>■> confmilis ueflrum , hife dd uos dpplicdnt . uhi dd , 
cuius , hipofled intulit . cum dut diccdumfuit , (jua 
Yum mos .dutfj ut efl , cuius , hic fe dd uos dpplU 
cdt , mdgii ftibiendum er.it . item f uifcendi cdufd 
dmicos , tu uifendortim dmicorum cdufd dixeris . 
Aut fer ferfonds, ut f quis i faid conuertdt . quid igi 
tur fdddm^cjuid igitur fdcidt^dut etidm fimul^ 
utrunfie <^ numerum , ferfondm . ut c{uid i^ 
mr fdcidnt f Itd in nomine , ut , uhi ego , dlius tu , 
, itd </9 in cmris , ex fio genere iHud ejl , cum 
tmis de fe lc^uitur, tertidm tdmen ^erfondm loquen^ 
7? tem inducit , ut iUud Vdrmenonis defe ipfo, Di/ ue^ 
P7 jirdm fdem ciudntdm, ciJ quam uerdm Uudem cd^ 
piet Vdrmeno . fidm ferfon^e commutdtionem C^fdt 
modefifjime in fuis commentdrijs ferfetuo executus^ 
efl aui cum de fe dgerct fem^er, nuncjudm tdmen d 
fe quicqudm protulit . Aut fer gcnus . ut iRum 
diem Ji tu iddm diem , ut eixdm fidntum fuduitd^ 



DE 



J 



I M I T A r I O N E 
tisj fi qudntd fudLuitas, Aut per moios^ ut^ fdc iftac 
re6ie curentur ^fi tufdcids dixeris . ut iUud, <zfium 
cjl uos cognofcerey dtque ignofcerCjf tu tequum f/?, 
ut uos cognofcdtis , dtque ignofcdtis , dut fer tems 
fus , ut ipfe Hidericpro uidebit . ut Ter.in Eunucho. 
5' Uif ego me turfiter hodie hinc ddho , pro dtdero . 
dut fer interrogdtionem , dut negdndo , dut dffn 
mdndo , qu£ eius generis funt rclicpud . 

Alterum dutem commutdndorum uerborum gea 
nus erdt , cum uerbis ipfs uerbd dlid fubijciuntur 
idem fgmfcdntid. cuius generis c^udntd uis fit in hoc 
ipf , quod dlienum eft , commode ufurpdndo , nihil 
dttinet dicere, ^udndo pene ordtio ipfa nihil dliudft^ 
qudm dd hunc modum loqui . id dutem fidtuor 
madis fieri potejl , ut cum proprium dut proprio , 
dut fgurdto , figurdtum dut figurdto , dut pro^ 
prio commutdtur . Ndm cum omnis ordtio fit dut 
proprid , dut figurdtd , ( cum dutem ego nunc fi:, 
gurdtum dico , mutudtum , trdnsldtumii; incelligo ) 
dc plurd fnt in mrifque fynonimd , horum utrdcpue 
dut cufuo, dut cu dlterius gencre comutdntur fdcilli 
me . itd uerborum c6mutdndoru fiimt qudtuor.utfi 
in proprijsquis diues dixerit , dut in figurdtis , cui 
<^undeft , tu in propri^s dut locuplctem , aut copio^ 
fum , dc pecuniofum reponds . in figurdtis dutem pro 
cui dbundeft ,fi tu dixeris , c«i' dmpU fint fortu^ 
n£,cuiingcntcs,cui mdgn<z , ^ locupletes copi^ 
C^fortun^ . dutffiorentcm omnibus"coptjs, dut qui 
umit in omnium rcrum dbunddntid , dut cni rerum 
omnium copi,e fnppeditdnt , dut cui innumerdbilis efl 
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^ecunli ^ dut cui res fit dmpld ^ frs^cldYd^dut qui 
dgit qudtn fdciflime ^ dut cui rcs fdmilidris qudm fd:^ 
tiUimd fit ^ dut q:ii db omni re oj^time ^drdtus fit^dut 
a^ui Crdffum fortunis^dut Crdffi fortums fdcile fu^e^ 
ret j dut cui nihil defit dd omnid com.modd ^ dd hedi^ 
te uinendum ^ cd bedtdm uitim ^iti ^ pro ^ro^rio 
fgurdtum^ <ij ^rofgurdto f^roprium f dd hunc m^o 
dum quis re^ofuerit . Si ucro fdccm dlius ^ tu otium 
tu concordidm ^ tu quietem ^ tu trdnqyAilltdtJm . f^d^ 
ri item rdtione infgurdtis ^f ille nullum bellum ^ m 
omnid trdnquilld ^ nulldm diffenfioncm ^ omnem con 
cordidm ^fkmmdm dnimoru confcnfoncm omnium^ 
dtquekonfpirdtionem-j omncs omnium dnimos o^ti^i 
me confentientes ^ ubi nuHd belli fifpido fit , tibi otiti 
^erfetuum dgdtur^f dixerit . Si pofremo is dmdt di 
xerit p diligit ^ dddmdt ^ colit^ficile commutdbis .fi 
item ille ^ qui dmore dliquem ^rofequdtur^ tu contrd 
heneuolentid ^ qui illi primds in dmore deferdt^ quem 
in oculis ^ queyn in fnuferdt ^ nequc fe unqudm di:t 
fcingdt y qui in intimis ^ in dtre fuo , in dmore hdbcdt^ 
qui eum deniqiic j)ercst^ dcpcredt ^ imj^otenter dmet. 
Si uero ille dd hunc modum ^ tu contrd dlio , dut f^ 
milid fimilibHS ^ dut etidm ex dltero gcnere recU rc^ 
lj)ondcbit . Sedniillus fnis erit^fi fcrgo reliqud^ 
qux in uniucrfd Idtini fcrmonis locutione dd hunc moi 
dum commutdri j^offunt . nulld cnim uox tdm fro^ 
prid efl p cui foj proprietdtis fu(C ius totum dttribud:^ 
tur y fgurdtis dutem longe locupletior cf udrietds • 
'Tercntius in proprio fic commutduit . dit enim . 
Atque itidemfdllds ^ ut db illis fdlHmur . 
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QUd^ froprie dicium fit uides . Iterum dlihi dit» 
">"> Hifcine tu dmdho non contrd infididhere ? 

Proprio dutem fguratum fuhiecit eo in locoj ndm 
cum dixiffet , id ueroferio triumpho , pdulopoft fubs 
didit. 

3' Qmd mihi puto pdlmdrium . 

Jtd Mdro in ipfo Terentio , qui cum dixiffet , 
No» ddeo inhumdfto ingenio fum chered , 
TigUYdte commutduit hoc modo . 
3J No» ohtufd ddeo '^cjldmus pe^ord Paeni . 

Hd^lenus de commutdtione tdntum , nunc uertfi 
mul ^ dc ddditione , dctrddione copiofius dgea 
tur , tdmetfi in hunc cjuoque locum omnium ordtio^ 
nem concluddm neceffe cji^fj cjuot cj^uot occurrerinty 
exempld condhor ddfcrihere . nihil enim efl in omni 
ordtione difiurn , c^uod in horum gencre dliquo di^ 
Slum j dc comprehenfum non ft . ut illud Vir^ltj. 
Ndncjue mdnus inrer , moeflorumc^; ord pdrentum 
?' Ecfe leiiis fmmo de uertice uifus luli 
->•> Fundere lumen dpex , tdHu^i innoxid moUi 
•» Ldmhere fldmmd comds , ^ circum tepord pdfci. 
Qudm rem edndem magnd fdcld c^ commutd-i 
tione ^ ddditis , non pducis Mdro ipfe perfec^uitur 
in feptimo cum dit . 
•}■> Vr£tered cdflis ddolet dum dltdrid tedis , 
7> Ef iuxtd genitorem dftdt Lduinid Virpo , 
?j Yifd{nephds)longis comprchendere crimhus ignem 
37 At<jHc omncm orndtum fldmmd crepitdnte cremdrl , 
?j Regdles<l; dccenfd comds , dcccnfd coro?um 
?7 mfgnem gcmmis , tum fumidd lumine fuluo 



L I B E R IIU 71 
Inuolui y dc totis Vuicdymm jfdrgere teclh . 

Res eddem efi in fortento locutione dutem ddmo 
dum eir dmcrfd ^ ^ dueid . udridtia in tjs efi . ut 
nunc locorum ^ ferfondrum. ^ officij ^ dc cxterdrum 
rerum udrietdtem omntdm^ utfro Umhere fdmmd 
comds^ dixeyit^ ^ longis comprendere crinihus igne^ 
uhi pro Idmhere , comprehendere ^ pro comds ^ crini:^ 
hus pofitum uides . item pro ecce ^ cjH^e pdrticuld rc^ 
fentini ^ dc noui femper dlicjuid djfcrret folet nefds 
repofuerit.fed mtilto plurd funt ddditd.ut illd omnid. 
Atcjue omnem orndtum fdmmd crepitdnte cremdri ^ 
-)-> Vsegdkic^, dccenfd comds , dccenfd corondm ^ 
mfignemgcmmis . tumfumidd lumine fuluo 
inuolui ^ dc totis vulcdnHm jfdrgere tedis. / 
Item illud . 

->:> Sed uos qui tdndem ? quihus dut uenifis dh oris ? 
0? Qiu/tie tcnetis itcr ? 

Quod idem egit dlihi udridndo^dddendo^cum dit. 

V 'Etprocul e tumulo^ iuuenes ^ qud: cdufd fuhegit 
00 ignotds tentdre uids f quj tenditis inquit ? 

o> Qmgenus? undc domo? pdcc ne hucfertis^dn drmd ? 
\n quo quoque exerrplo quid commutdtum ^ cjuid 
dddiium ftfdcile dppdret . Conuiupf hic item dppdrd 
tionem primum pducis perjlrinxit in tertio Acncidos^ 
cd dutem h(Zc funt . 

•>-> Tum litore curuo 

V Extruimuscj^ toros ^ ddpihuscji epuldmur optmis. 

in feptimo dutem rem edndem plurihus exyreffit , 
dtcj^ ornduit cum udridndo ^ tum dddendo cu dixit . 
11 Aeneds ^ primicj; duces ^ c7 p^lcher luhis 
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5) CorpoYd fiib rdmis deponHtit drhoris dltd^ ^ 

o:> mjlitmntd^, ddpcs , e7 ^<dored lihd pcr herhds 
SuhijciHnt epHlis{fic Uippkcr ipfe monchdt) 

->:> Ef ceridk fobm pomU dgrcflihus dugent . 

idemfdcit in equo Troidno dcfcrihendo' ^ cum air. 

jo Injidr montis e<^uHm diuind VdHddis drte 
Aedipcdnt ^ fcddcj; intexunt dbiete cojlds . 

Item pdulo pojl fic dit . 
Udnc tdmen immenfdm Cdlchds dttolle^ne molem 
Kohorihus textis ^ coeloc^'y eJ.ucere iufflt . 

X:>etrdc\io dutcm erit ^fi loco exempld commuten 
' tur y ut qud^ primo didd funt ^ fecundo fi dicdntur 
in loco . lllc dutem cjuifc^His is fuit ^fiue is etidm h\d:^ 
ro nonfuerit ^ fe ipfum trihus hifce colorihus iidridn^ 
do dddendo ^ dctrdhcndo optime commutdhdt ^fue 
curnfui imdginem cx dcjud multis modis ^ dtcjue non 
omnihus incptc cxprimehdt ^fiue cum idem pcrudrie 
effecitin gldciecurrum fuflinentc ^ f ue cum mu to 
f^lendidius ucrfhus fuis Irim ^ cjudm fipfd colori^ 
bus Udriduit ffdcidt ^fiue cum duror^ ^ ci7 folis or:^ 
tumqudternis uerfhus multifdridm defcripft ^ fue 
dcnique cum in fignis ccelejlihus^ dut in Herculis Uho 
rihus ^ dut in cmris dus gemris fe udridndo cxcrccx 
hdt . cjuorum omn um uerfus eo non adduxi , ne ^ 
quod neceffe erdt -y longiffimum fdcerem . fdtis ft hoc 
loco eos indicaffe . Sed pergo caeteros . Tcrentius in 
Eunucho in cherex perfond cum dmicdm e confjK^lu 
imprudens dmiffjlt ^ in hccc uerbd grdultcr concjuc- 
ritur . 

V vhi (^uardm ^ uhi inucfigem ^ qucm pcrcu;;wk) ^ 




Early European Books, Copyright © 201 0 ProQuest LLC. 

Images reproduced by courtesy of the Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di 

Firenze. 

Ald.1.4.33 



P5 



;; 



L I B E R III. 71 

Qu^m infijidm mdm incerm fnm ^ 

ducm locum in eddcm fdbiiU ficudridmt fdulo 
quidem pnffius . 
vhi ego fceleroflim mifcrd ^ dtque imfmm inuenidm^ 
Aut ubi qu^rdm ? 

id uero omnium dj^^tiffime commutdtum ^ dtc^ut 
udridtum ef^cum dit . 
Sine duro tum orndtdm ^ itd uti orndntur fibi ^ 
Nulld mdld re expolitdm muliebri ^ 
Cdpillus pdfftis ^ prolixus ^ circum cdput 
Keiedus ncgligenter . 

CXUdm item pulchritudinem fic defcripfit in vhor 
mione ^ ut nif ddddtur ^ dc udrientur pducifj 
md qud^ddm ^ und eddemc^; fit ^ cum dit. 
Virgo pulchrd ^ c7 quo migis d ceres 
Nihil dderdt ddiumenti dd pulchritudinem , 
Cdpillus pdffus ^ niidus pes ^ ipfd horridd ^ 
Ldchrim^e ^ ucflitus turpis ^ ut boni ni uis 
in ipfd ineffa formd ^ hcccformdm extinguerent . 

Item cum filentium db duditorihus ordt inquiens • 
Ddte operdm ^ ^ cum flentio dnimdduertite^ 
Vufilid commutdtxone fd6ld ^ idem ordt in phorts 
mionis prcx^mio hoc modo . 
Ddte operdm ^ ddefle (zc^uo dnimo per flentium • 
in Adelphis dutem orbds meminit vroximis fuis 
nuberc legem cogere y id dutem hoc modo. 
Hic meus dmicus illi genere eflproximus ^ 
Wuic legcs cogunt nubere hdnc . 

Hdnc cdndem legemin vhormioneddducit -^fed 



fdulo id: 



'xms 



ubi dit 
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Lex eji 5 ut orla quifm gcncrc ^roximi ^ 
His nuhdnt ^ iilos dnccre cddcm lcx iuhtt . 

Additum ejl ^ ^ic^icxum cjl ^ comynutditwn cfi ^ 
\dcm tdmcn c[x utrknc^tic . in Andiid itcm 
uirginis cgcjldtcm ^ dc uiucndi dijficultdtcm 
hs ucrhis ^rofcc^iiitur . 
:>-> P rimum hdic pudicc uitdm pdrce ^ dc duritcr 
Agchdt ^ Idnd dc tcld ui6ium quxritdns . 

in Adcl^his fcnis frdrris dudritidm in Mitionis per 
fond fcne tjfdem ucrhis cx^^rejjit . 
5 5 iViC contrd h{zc omnid ^ 

y Rwri dgcrc uitdm.fcmfcr pdrce^dc duriter fe hdhere^ 
Scd idm dd cos c^ui folutd fcrihunt ordtionc ^ dc 
jldtim dd ztnum Ciceroncm ucnidmus ^ cjudmc^; hic 
C^r dptus i^frcqucns fit in totd hdc commutdndi rd^ 
tione ^ diligcntcr uidcdmus . Continuo dutem hic fe 
cxcufdt dd Curioncm ^ cjuodpoji longijjimum tem^ 
pus ci grdtulctur j cdufdm in primis in locorum di:z 
jictntidm confcrcns ^ eius l)dcc funt ucrhd . 

V Scrd grdtuldtio rcprchcndi non folct^vrt^fcrtim fi nul 
;) Id ncgligentid prcctcrmijfd ef ^ longc cnim dhfum^du 
?; dio fcro . Hdc itcm i^fd laitiir cxcufdtioie dd Ctf^: 

lium ^fcd edm plurihus ucrhis^dtaue dlia orndtu 
ferfcquitur hoc modo . 

seriusnon ncgligcntid mcd ^ fcd ignordtionc rcrum 
-)-> omnium . in his cnim fum locis ^ qu) prcptcr lon 
;; gincjuitdtcm^ ^ proptcr Idtrodnid tdrdijfimx omnid 

V pcrfcrtintur . Nolim te pojihdc cxpcHdrc^ dum ego^ 
qucc uerhd commutdtd jmt ^ cjudi dctrdcid ^ c\ust dd^ 
Qitd p tfti nomindtim ojlcnddm ^ rcs cjnm ptr fe md^ 

ximc 
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xime^AteUt . Q.Yc[>rdm itcm dmmi fui co^tdtiomm 
de re dlic^HX non femcl , «cc eodem m:do , ctfi codem 
fere /emper in loco ifle i-^fe frotiiHt . Priwwm cnm 
aic in ^rooemio de inuemione , 
V Srfr|?e , ^ multum hoc mecum cogitdui . 

Sfc«;jr{o' I^Vatrcw in prooewio (fc ferftclo 

ordtore dicem . 
- Co^itdnti mihi fx^^cnumero , clT* memorid ueterd re^ 
7y fetenti . 

Tcrtio hanc cogiLitionis dffidudm diligentidm rc^ 
pt rit /)ij ueri>i> iwpoofwio dc[ ^rutnyn. 
■>■> vtrum difficilius , dut mdius ejfet, negdre tihi fapii 
■>•> idem rogdnti , dn efficcre id , fAod rogdres -, diu^j 
■}■> multiim^, hrute dubitdui . 

QUd-yto item in ^roosmio fccundi libri de diuindi 
tione fic incjuicns . 
5? a&^renti mihi , mulcum j; , C7 ^i^ cogitdnti. 

Qwius omnibus in iocis edndem cogitdndi diligen 
tiam, jfed non ijfdem uerlis Ciceronem fignifcdffe^ 
fUnius conftdre non fot.fl . *^rimum enim ppe , ci/ 
miilttim dixit . Secundo dutem und uoce ducs comi. 
fleciitur , qu£ eft fepenuincro . 'Vertio rediens dd 
cundim numerum dducrhiori^ dit . diu , multum^i . 
fojlrenio multumcji e7 diu dupliciter coniunxit . 
lHud item dd hunc mod:im multifdridm protulit in li 
77 hris oratorijSy primum cum dit . Dtinde effe omnem 
5> ordtioncm , ut de infnitx rd qutfione fne defgnd^ 
77 tione ferfondrum , e7 temfiorumj dut de re certis in 
77 ccrfonii , dc tem^oribus locdtd . Sccundo item itt 
loco fic . DMo vrimd gcntrd <iu(pf\v.nnm effe, in cjui 

K 
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bus ehxjuentid uerfdmr . tmum infmuum , dlterum 
cennm . imh item rem edndem dlio modo fer^ 
" dgitmmdicit. Duo funt j ut initio dixi <jU<efio^ 
num generd j quorum dlterAm fnitum temj^orihus ^ 
5' ferfonis mntrouerfidm cdufdm di^pello . dlterum 
infnitum nuliis neque perfonis, ncque temporihus noa 
tdtum , fropofnum uoco . Vofiremo cum dit . H^ec 
igitur qu^jiio dproprijs perfonis ^ e7 temporibus dd 
5? uniuerf generis ordtionem trdducid dppelidtur rhe^ 
fis . quihus in locis und tdntum dc rc agi , idq^ pern 
qudm udrie neminem drhitror non uidere. lUnd itcm 
in tjfdcm lihris dicendo udriduit fxpius , id dutem hoc 
" modo , m utrdcjue dut re cpniccjuid in controucrfidm 
:» uenidt , in eo qu£ri folcre , aut fdthm ne fit , dutfi 
■>•> ejlfdetum qudle fitj dut quo etidm nomine uocecur , 
dut , quod nonnulli dddunt , redc ne fd(:mm effe ui 
dedtur . 

Quod ipfum fecundo dgit his uerhis . 
i^dm quicqHid ejl , quod in controuerfid, duc in con^ 
?5 ten ione uerfetur , in eo dut fit ne , dut quid fit , dut 
" qudle fit quaritur . Tcrtio dutem fc . Omnis 
m , qu£ hahct in fc poftdm in diaione , dut difceptd 
■>y tione dliqiuim contronerfiam , dutfdHi , dut nomi^ 
7> nis , dut dcfionis continet qu<£jlioncr:i . 

Itd in lihris de Ojficijs bis eandem iMqvjtur fen::. 
tentidm , ticquc minus f^lendide, qudm etidm 
Udrie , fic enim ait . 
idq; fuis commodis non honepdte metitur , hicf fhi 
» ipfe confentidt , eir non intcrdum ndturx honitdte 
V uincdtur y ft p ut ncque amicitidm colere poffic ^ nec 
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III. 74 

Item diitem dixit. 
■)■> QM dutem omnid metinntur emolnmentis , ^ com^ 
pj modii , neqae ed iiohim f>rii!fonderdri hcneftdtejnfo 
p? lent in deliberdndo hom^im cum eo , t^uod utile p«s 
7, tdm . comvdrdre , fco«i uiri non foient . re hic eddcm, 
ityiqiieidem efi , diciione {i.taem omnino dlius . 

Ter item \hid dd hdnc commntdndi rdtionem , 
hii dd rrchdtium j fmel dutcm ad Cv.rionem c^udm 
d^tiffime udriduitjltdenim dit dd rrehdtium . 
Ego enim defiderium tui [fetuorum commodorum 
„ confoldbor ^fm ifxdfum in.tniord , recipe te dd noi . 
„ 'ucm dd eundem . Sic cnim tihi ferfiddedi ue^ 
„ /im , unum mihi effe foUtium , cjUdre fdciliui poffim 
„ cdtiteeffefnenohisyfvhi ideffe emolumento fcn^ 
,j tidmjin dutem id non c/?, nihii duohui nohii eftful 
77 tiui , me , ^wi te non Romdm dttrdhdm , te , ^wi 
„ huc dduolei . ^ddem eft fentcntid , midtd tdm^ 
commutdmur , comflurd etidm cMuntur ,, ddfk^ 
niorem memhri dhfolutionem . Sed nec^ue tertio mi^ 
nui udrie hoc iffum dgit dd Curionem fic inc{uiem . 
„ E?o te dhfuiffe tdndiu d nohis a doleo , quod cdrui 
„ fruclu iucudiffima confuctudinis tudt, (S7 Utor.c^uU 
„ dhfem omnid cum mdximd digv.itdte tud es confecu^ 
„ tus , ({Uod':ii in omnihus tuis rehus meis oftdtis fortu^ 
„ nd nffondcrit . Qwi tertius locus no tdm re idem 
e(l cum fuperiorihus , qudm ordtione , ferlfkn^ 
didd omnmo dlius . l'h uero nihil uenuftms , 
nihil mdgis commodc efi diclum . Cum ife ip^ 
fc his in reddendd fecunid , ^ rcfcrendd grdtid 
perurhdne iocdtur dicens . ciudnciudm diffmn^^ 

* K 7/ 
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Ihcji fecuni^ dchitio , ^ grdtid, ndm cjui vecunidm 
5' dijjo.wc , P^itim non hdct id , quod rcddit , qui 
tem dchct.iiretinet dicnum , grmam autcm (^7 
m rcfm , Ldet , ^^rf hdct in eo ipfo , quod hd^ 
bct , refm , itcm dutem cu dgit de offxtjs hoc i-fum 
rcfctit hoc modo : commode dutcm qukunaue lixit , 
fccunidm qui habcdt non rcddidijfe , qid reddidc- 
rn non hdhcrc , ^rdtidm dutem'^ qui rcddiderit hd 
b^rc , ^ c^ui hdhcdt rttulffe . Ecquid dptius ? quid 
coloratius^dlio.itemq^^liomodo rotuit dicifnon 
Ud ucrfloribus prdtd naridt cddem , ut hic rem cdn^ 
dcm ordtionc , dtquc uerhis Udric pcrtrdetdns iHii^ 
jtrdt . in confoUndo mitem ncqne idfemel ufAr- 
pdt quod efl dd Atticum . scddd h,c omnid und 
';.f^'f, 'l^ ' f'''^^ conditione ndtifumus , ut ni^ 
hd qmd homim dcciderc poffit rccufdrc debedmus . " 
Itcmdd ritium dgit , fed multo id copiofus, multoa; 
" ''f^f^^^naid^cumdit, ^ji dutcm Lfoldtio fl 
uulgdtd quidcm ilU mdximc , qudm femL in orc 
^tqucin ^nimohdbcrcdcbcmusMnincsnosuteffc 

" "^'^^YT' ^'^' ^ ^« ^^«^'^«^ ^^/'^ fortuL 
?'TMtuitdnollrd. Sdtishdcienusfortdjfefd^ 
dum cffcpotuit a- rdtioni , qud^ ^d commutdnlm 
ordtioncmcxipfa imitdndi facultdte conflitutd eR 
Non db rc tdmenfum uifus ,f id quoquc cx tjs , qui 
^toi^yi.nt ^tdtis , longe etidm pUnius comproblf. 

' P f^idcm reccntiorum excmplis , qudm etidm 
^rum quoddmmo ofdcilius hoc , qulde d^mus, 
f^tm , ,c pcrctpi folct . Ac quonidl ,/i exLnil 
fcnptoribus , qui pUn'c Utinc fcribunt , cd pctcrc 
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mkiUemyfericnlum erdtjfifducd ex fmgidh ciuf-^ 
fem exem^ld , ne o^us nimli fortdjfe mendicdtum uic 
deremr , Sin c^Aiz poffem cmnid coliigerem , ne inge 
ti uolumini nulhis finis cffet futurus , unum mihi 
chriflo^horum Longolium delegijf^ quonidm is idm 
^ridem deccffit , ut in eo nulldm iRi c£terorum inuit^ 
didm condtdre , necstte id ego uUd dmhitione dddu^ 
elusfdcere dccufdri poffm , Z!T cfuomdm is {mcd aui 
dem fentemid) cum hdnc conuertendi rdtionem^tum 
totdm imitdndifdcultdtem optime confecutus cjl . Lfs 
^untur huius dcfenfiones dm inf^os dduerftrios , m 
Lutemnos icem ordtlo nnd , fummd omnes elocjucntid 
terordt£ . Lihri item qudtuor efifloldrum dd fdmilid 
res , dti^uc dmicos Idtiwjfime confcri^ti, tdm,etf non^i 
dum is erdt omnmo LongoHus , cum decejfn , jwem 
nohis eius fcriftd , uel hrcui fore poliicehdntur. m ^ui 
hus tdmen ornnihus itd Ciceronis locutio , dtcjue dicen 
diform.it omnes xc^ue d^pdrent , dtfte elucefcunt , ut 
qui , c^Aomodo Ocero loftitur , unus tdndem cxtitif 
fe uidedtur Longolius . fed quonidm fccus cjuihufddm 
uidcri fentio , hdnc medm fducis de tdnto uiro ofinio> 
nem ut frohem , fimtd dutem eorum refelldm , 
dtcjue confutem, dd hunc locum fertincre uidetur . 
Continuo igitur ijli id huic crimini ddnt, fiod ex Ci 
cerone tdm vdldm Centones confuere.furemf, mdni^ 
feflum dgere non duhitarit. Qui uero cum eo lenms 
d7unt , eum Ciceronis CornicuUm dffelldnt , ut om 
nino infud eUhordtd prdtione , dc illo dimonis gene^ 
re perpurgdtofurtinotdm.dcmdli confdrcmdtoris 
ncmnnitdrc non fotuerit . scilicet eciuidem hdnc 
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driurorfm/fe wdximam cdufdm , cjudmobrem hwtc 
frimum ex Romand ciidtate demrbare conad funt 
dui dduerfdrtj , nunc uero ifi cjuocjue ex Utio detjce 
re tdm inicfue comendunt , c^uod tdm mdle de Idtino 
fermone f,t meritus , cjui Ciceronem etidm{f dtjs pU 
cet) in Centones fuditiffme confuere nihil fit ueritus, 
fiod hunc unum tdm fade ccinquindrit , dtcjue tdm 
f dldm totum compildrit . longe in hdc pdrte xquiores 
hdhuit dduerfdrios urbanos longolius , d ^uibtis nuU 
lum uerbum de uioldtd Utind ordtione , nulUfurti , 
nulU huiufmodi Centomm fadd cft fgnifcdtio , a] 
^uam reac noui ifti Utini accufatorcs fuis ineptijs U 
tinum hominem urgednt , uidcdmus , ac primum , 
fiod dd Ccntones attinet, cupio ec^uidem ifi mihi tan 
dem oftcnddnt , cjui fnt in Longolio ifti tam putidi 
Centones , nam ego illos cx me nondum potui depre- 
hendcrc nam fi Centones confuere , ef deditd opera 
^tcfuedeinduftriapdrs integra cdpdrtiintegL aL 
(Huur, ubine uerbum cjuidem nojlrum interponitur 
fed ex d ieno totum opus conficitur , ubi ad eum mo^ 
dum ridiculc ordtionem fuam con?lutinet lon^olius 
mmcjudm ecjuidem potui deprehmdere . expe^o au- 
tem ucrfumunumifimihitdndem pronuncient eo 
modo fcriptum . at id pdrum a Ccntonibus differt 
fiod componit Longolius , ccqwd dutem id efl ^ ne^ 
que emm fatis inteUigo , cum ex Ciceronis multis locis 
unumfbi confcit , atque confibricdtur locum . cu- 
piotdndemifios locosnofcere.udcdfueius uolumen 
<tferuis , ubiciue in eos legcndo incidcris . aperui T^- 
fi^hl^ghperlegi^nufc^Udm ifdm ridicuUm atque inl 
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ftilfdm conglutindtionem offendi . frofme c^tifo uo^ 
tdndem , cjnod cdufdm uejlrdm prohct , id dute t im 
3' cito , Qicero dd Atticwn dit, Crchrdi ex^eSldtios 
33 nes nohis tui commoucij itd ejl , item dd Cutleolum, 
Tum Fom^eius , cpiotiefcUncjHe me uidet , uidet dit:s 
tem fapiffmic c^J^c. Quoties jilium tuum uideo^ uideo 
dutem fere c^uottidiejrecle fdne . Item dlihi dixit , 
tertio (j^noque ucrho , s^T" ^d c^uidem uemfej <^ fer^s 
elegdnter , ncc non dnimi cdufd femel , nec^ue id cjuiit 
dem impolite. Qmd fum fofled ? Longolius dutem 
in unum memhrum hs.c omnidj uel in Centonem pos 
tius unum contexuit dd fuum Grimdldum , cum dit, 
V Crehrds dduentus tui expc^idtiones Ldzdrus Bondmi 
■>■> cus nobis commoult , c^Ai tc c^uoties ifinc rcdv\ffet{re^ 
■)■> dihdt dutem feptimo fere cfuocjue die ) hdc dnimi cdtt 
33 fd propediem eMurum nnntiahdt , c^uid dutem hoc 
ejl , nifi ejl Cemones confutre ? ex Cicerone Ciceronc 
conjlruere ? o' crdffdm hominum ftukitidm ( non 
foffum hoc loco non excldmdre)cjiii in cjuo totd f/? c7 
loquendij imitdndi rdtio^ e7 ? ^fl'^ Cemones 
fdcere , tdm inepte infimulcnc , ut nihil mirum fit^ fi 
hofce e^o Centoms nuncjudm dnimdduerterim , cjuX 
imitdndi ttirtutem omnem in eo fcrihendi genere om^ 
nino mihi conjlituerem . Qmro ego nunc de uohis 
optimi Idtini , tdmetfi me ucflrum mdgnopere pudet, 
tjui tdmfiulte iefipidtis , ut infole etidm minime ui^: 
dcdtis , cjUdiro inqudm dc uohisji loqui dd hunc mo^ 
dum Centoncs eft confuere^ non continuo fecjueturyUt 
omncs hom.ines^pofl primos cjnofix cjhi locjumur ^\in 
fermonc uitiofi fnt ? ac c^mccjuid hqudntur , Cento^ 

K iiii 
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nes liyqtumur ? fidndo ud trU uerhd fmul d.u 
ccndo comungi no fofftintjtjUdi: ifto riody fuoptc ufuj 
dc magijlrd ipfi naturdprim db .diji comunild non 
fuerint cjUdmplurimis ? Si hoc impuim itd efl , quod 
uos tdm improbe contendith , dut omnes in errore nd 
turd ipfd uerfdmur lofiendo^ dut ed re6ld efl lofie^ 
di rdtio ^ proprid , dicere autc ndturdm , ^ ufum 
bonis omnihus probd.ijjimum inerrorem nos trdJ-ere^ 
ndtura efl(more gigdntum) bellum indicere , fequu 
tur ergo -^ ut qui eo modo> loqudtur , uerdm loquendi 
uidm tenedt , rdtionem , cpudfl uero ifld quoeme 
Ydtione ueflrd Cicero pofl treis illos de peyfccio orJto^ 
re libroSy quicquid iterum de drtc fcripfrit^ non Cen^ 
tonum in morem fcripfcrit , qui in re eddem eddem 
lingud , ijfdem dicendi f.guris , dcpene ijfdem etidm 
uerbis nf^s flt, quod qudm dicendum flt ipfl uidebitis^ 
quidcm fcriptorem duriflcem imitdri mihi efpngo^qui 
d mdgiflro fuo dd torquem componendum in cd-fAd 
cum fingulos dnulos , tum ternos^ dut qudternos priz 
us hdbedt optime conflitutos , qui itd ternis fmgulos, 
qudm etidm ternoSj dtq^ fmgulis terncs , qudm etidm 
flngulos , ut quenque fors in mdnus obtulerit^dd tor^ 
quem fuum componendum nullo diflriminc coniugdt. 
Sic fdciet fcriptor , qui ex dcerone mdgiflro dutfln^ 
guld uerbd flngu^is uerbis , dut etidm locutiones intc- 
grds conneelens , itd locutionibui intcgris iocutiones 
item integrds , dut ctidm fnguld uerbd congktindns 
dpte ordtionem f.idm componet , dtque conflituet . 
Qupd uero dd Ciceronis cormcuUm dttinet , ego cen 
feocdnorumihmcycmim fl dppellent , iflos multos 



J 
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re^ius fdcluros . Coticmit enim dd eius locHtion's 
hdrmonidtn fuduifjime Longoliiu , dc comfom d^ti^ 
me, nec denique plumam undm cxeofefe induit^diit 
quiccjUdm furdtus efi , nifi c^uod ft ownmw commti 
ne j /i id cjuis , cum o^us cf^n fuum uf.m conucrtei^ 
rit , id cifnrti loco recle ^-fcrihi p/J/£ , quis cnim nc- 
fcit lin^dm nihilo mdgis Oceronem ^rofridm qudm 
Lon^olio , cjudm noljis , <jUdm cfuifuturi ultimifunt 
homincs , cffe po/Je <* Sed cjui hcc in Longolio tdm 
apcrte fentidnt , in dlijs dutem non ucm , non forn 
tdffe erit dh re fi dixero , certe id cjHdm ^duciffn 
mis ex^licdho , cum idm tot dicendi generd fint , 
(jmt fcne funt fcriftores , fi qui ex omnihus ^ro^ 
mifcue fudm ordtionem comfomt , dto^ue commi^ 
fcedt , dc nullo dekelu hdhito dd omrium con^ 
fuetudinem uerbd ufurj^et , dtcjue conuoludt , huius 
uerlum nuilum dgnofcetur dlienum , fmcji i'le fem 
pcr uidebitur . Si uero umm ex omnikis fihi dele^ 
gerit , dd cuius ordtionis genui iffefuum quoOiUe in^ 
ftitiidt , m id dffequdtur , continuo fnmur in dlie^ 
m ore qudf dliend loqui lingti.i , fo^^ etl-.m mdgis 
fentietur , cjuo id is ueriusfdcere didicerit , fiemdd^ 
modum in piciorihus , dc muficis, (juorum illi cjuodd 
colorihus fuis fuo utuntur d.rhitrdtu , dc lincds f^ds 
circunditcunt in froprids formds, hi qudndiu dd nu^ 
■meros fuos condnunt , nuildm in iHis cmfc^^idm imd 
oincmdeprehenderis,minum in his numerum un^ 
qudmfentiesdlienumji ueroillidd ritidni.hidd 
Adridni imitdtionem fe fe dddixcrir^t , dc utricjue 
fuum condtum non eluferiM^contmuo in ijs ritidnus 
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fingere , w his AdriartHs concinere uidehknr . idem 
infcriptoribus euemre conjlat, itdque ctum ejuia Lon 
golius Ab uno Ciccrone loqui didicit , ac id egregie ejl 
confecutus , nec^iie omnia commifcuit j fed in uno eo 
fefuauitercondiuit yficile in eo Ciaro quafi loqui 
fentitur , qucm ifti cjuofic multo reclius facerent ^fi 
in dicendo eimdem magiflrum fequerentur , dc ad 
longolij incitationem huiufmodi centones confuere. 
jiudiofnis difcerent , dc Ciceronis corniculam dgere , 
fuos dwem iflos nefcio quos de plebe infimd du^ores 
frorfus dedifccrent . i.cquid dutem , fi ijlos etidm 
conuincdm non folum in hoc ipfo exemplo quicqudm 
dut uerborum, aut fententidrum dliendrum non effe 
conglutindtum Jed id etiam ad ueram imitdndi rd^ 
tionem rcHius did non potuijfe ? ndm ubi cicero dim 
xit , crebras tui commoues expe^iationcs , Longolius 
imitando comMutauit d perfond dd perfondm di^ 
cens loco tu , La2drus Bondmicus , loco dutem tui , 
quaf rem explicms ipfam , dduentum tuum : ut 
tempus etidm in uerho commutdtum omittam . ne^ 
que in eo , quod fequitur , memhro minus efi inepte 
imitatus^ nam uhi ille^quotiesflium tuum uideo. ui 
deo dutem fer^ quotidie , Longolius dute quotiefcun 
fie ifinc redijffet.redihat dutemfeptimo quoque die, 
utper uerhorum mutationem totius mcmhri imagil 
nem infuum memhrum comodiffime trdnfmutarit " 
uhi cnim ille filium , hic ijlinc , uhi ille quoties hic 
quotiefcunque , uhi iUe uidchat , hic redihat , uhi de- 
nique iUefcr^e quotidie , hicfptimo quoque die repo 
juit.m qud fcrihendi rationc perpetuo Longolium 
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uerfdtum ejje ^dulo infrd multis eius exem^lis fdcik 
comprohdhimiis . At nc ft centoncs componcre fihi 
ex Ciceronh intcgris locmionihusy ucl integrds epifto^ 
Ids confcrihcre ^ ne ft hoc ipfum cx dlicnis flumis fihi 
ueficm confccrc ^ cjuin etium mmudrifit ^ dtque pro 
fuo liheriiis utiydcfofrcmo eo etidm modo re^e imi 
tdndi rdtionem ^ ipfe feruet ^ 0* cditcris frxmon^: 
flret y Cimd dutem cum edndem fentcmidm dh i^fo 
Ciccrone integrdm fumit ^ dc pducis cjuihufddni ( ut 
meliHs ficcre didicit ) commutdtis uerhis ^ nefurtum 
extet y cdm fihifucdre condtur ^ num id qnoque erit 
optimi imitdtoris ^ dtcjuc eius^ qtd uclit Ciccronis ue:^ 
fiigijs iyififere ? Tdmen d mditid non difceditis ^ qud 
fi uero non prohdtum fd ^ idm fridem d nohis nihil 
dicipoffc ^ cjuod non fd^pius fit dicium dlids prius^ dc 
hominum fcnfd qudfi rotdm effe ^ qu<e perpctuo fcr 
uerhd circunuchdntUY ^ Wirtutum omnium e^jcdem 
funt Idudes hoc tempore ^ eruyitcj^ rcliquos in dnnos\ 
quds mdiorcs nofiri rcliquerunt . num proptercd fi 
mihi uir iuflus Iduddndus dcciderit ^ huic mco Uudts 
eds impdrtire nequiuero ^ q:iid in Vdhriclum dlius 
£ds prius contulcrit omnes ? de quo gencre toto^ quo:^ 
nidm d nohis dhunde fuprd eft dicium . nonfdcidm ^ 
ut hoc loco phirih.dgdm ^ modo cjui id dgit ^ itd fuis 
uerhis circunucfiidt ^ dtque dmplecldtur ^ ut f non 
in certonm lihcrorum^ cert^ in ddoptionis ius uenif^ 
fe uidcdtur . Verum hoc ctidm itd ft ^ ut cuique lici 
ccdt dlicnd ctidm ucrhisfuis fud quoddmm.odo effce:^ 
re^ dtque ddoptdre . quid dutem cum infoUntcr rem 
tdndem ; dc totidem ucrhis dgit cum Ciccronc f num 
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hoc quoque redle dh eo fd^u ejfe dudchU cominceYe? 
ut iHud . Si Udi he. efl. eg. quo. udl. Item illud. 
-)-> te etidm ^ dtque etidm uehementer rogo ^ dtc^ue oro. 
->-> Item . QUdre mihi grdtifs. fece/is ^ fi in ed re ho^ 
p5 minem itd commoddris ^ ut intelligdt hdnc commen:^ 
-)> ddtionc fihi mdximo ufui fuijfc^et multd eius generis 
dlid . Kidiculum ^ qndfi uero hoc d Cicerone ipfo 
non fdcidt^cjui rem edndem f^pius ijfdem uerhis ufur 
fdre no duhitdt . neque virgilius crchro ucrfum eun 
dem ^ uel interdum duos ^ Homerus uero longe ^hti^ 
res recle rcpetdt ^ ut cum hunc dccufetis^ Virgilium^ 
Homerum Ciceronem etidm dccufctis ^ fed c^uoyiidm 
dd fdnitdtem omnino ( f fieri ^oteji) reuocdndi ejiiSy 
fldnius uos iterum^i^ f<£^ius doceho . Scitote igitur 
qudiddm fenfd fr^^ter illd etidm^ de cjuihus initio hu 
iufce terttj lihri dgehdmus^fic effe omnium comunid^ 
ficq; fuis certis uerhis dttrihutd ^ ut nulld religio cui:^ 
qudm effe dchedty quominus ed^ quemddmodum funt 
frius dh dlio ufurpdtd ^ i^fe uel dd ucrhum ufurr^ 
f>ety dtque in ufum fuum conuertdt^ tit hxc ipfd^qu<t 
uos indniffime ohtjcitis. quis enim qudcfo cd dlitcr pro 
ferre etidm de induflrid ^ quJm quomodo hicfccit^ld 
bordret Sed fdc longoiius commutdrit dliqud ^ 
dtque id fldtim ^ quod tcrtio in loco ^ofuiflis ^ qudre 
mihi grdtiffimum fcceris ^ fecerit itd ^ id erit mihi ue 
hemcntcr grdtum ^ uel fic ^ pcr mihi pcr inqudm grd 
tumfeceris ^ dixerit etidm ^ id crit mihi ctidm^ dtque 
etidm uchcmcnter grdtum ^ uel hac modo ^ Scito id 
omnium mihifore grdtiffimtim^uidctis tit in Cicero:;: 
nem fcmpcr incurrdt ^ neccjfe fc ^ idm in fofircmo 
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j\l^c2if memhro ^ Si^ nhi dit ^fihi mdximo vpifuif^ 
fe ^ dixiffet ^otins ^ emolumento ^ dut utilitdti ^ dut 
commodo ^ dut ttfui^ ^ commodo ^ pdri rdtione ci^ 
ceronis omnid dgnofcerentur . quid igitur fuit fdcien 
dum f id quod hic fecit ^ ^ honi fddlitdnt rcliqui . 
Ata^ui Longolitm non pducd in fuis fcriptis fihi confn 
xiffe ^ dc ut eo modo ^ quo fdcit ^ loqucretur^ C7 
gumentd ^ <^ locutionem mendicdffe ^ ne tu cpiidem 
negdhis • Sdne quidem ut horum dlterum conceddm 
fdcile impctrdri fotef . Longolium nonnuHd epijlo^i 
Idrum drgumentd ^ quihus dd eum modum di^Hone 
fudm exerceret ^ ^ercommode fihi e^fnxifje^ fed quid 
hoc ef r num f)oftremo infdnitis f ^rimum enim hoc 
nihii dd edm rem y qud de dgitur^ fdcit omnino ^ dc:^ 
inde fi id mdxime fdcidt ^ quid huic uitio ddtis ^ 
quod honos morcs fdditdffe fernofis f dtcjue ddeo ip 
fi fortdffe fdHitdtis dlic^udndo ? Qidd enim dliud in 
fcholis totd illd fuerilis eft exerdtdtio ^ CXB^ ^^^^ 
decldm^dtiones ^ Qmd denique res ^oeticd f nonne pe 
m totd ef effdd ^ dtque fimuldtd ^ Alterum dute ^ 
quod dic^ue locutionem cum drgumentis hunc mcndi^ 
cdffefdterimeuultis ^frujird dgnis^tdntum enim 
dhefl ^ ut uohis in tdntum hominem fuhfrihdm ^ ut 
mdgis dh eo effe non foffim^fi cjuidtm uideo tdm 
belle tdmc^i dpte inter fc eius fcrij^td omnid confenti^ 
re ^ itd ^ fuo filo confdre ^ ut nihil eUhoruti ^ dut 
ftudiofe conquifti in tjs fentidtur • iquidcm am h% 
iufmodi Ciceronis uerhorum delechrum dc eius if-j 
fius cdfifjim^ locutionis fecldtorihus imfrohdri^mdi^ 
lim p c^uam eum quouis uefrum in coelum fcrri ^ 
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fed Um qudm hic nofler dpte ^ qudm dccenter com^ 
• mutdndo in Ciccronis ordtionem fe fe infinutt uided^ 
mus. Cicero fic dit dd PUncum. Cum ipfum Vur^ 
nium per fe uidi lihentiffime^ tum hoc lihentius^ quod 

^5 illum dudiens tc uidcbdr dudire . LGngo. dutcm fic 
commutduit. Cum ipfms Antonif Vrdnciyii dduentus 

. mihi per fe lucundiffmus fuit ^ tum hoc mcundior ^ 
quod ex multo ^ e7 dccurm eius fcrmone fdcile coa 
gnoui cdm mihi ddhuc dhs te ^rccfdri memoridm ^ 
dtque heneuolentidm ^ qu^c ft dh homine dmiciffimo 
^ longo ufu coniun^^ijjim.o cxpe^dndd . \idcs 
ut cocinne d perfond dd pcrfondm trdnfnierit Lon . 
imitdndo . item d perfond dd rcm ^ itcm dh dffcdit 
dd djfcdum nihil minus helle fecerit comutdtioncm ^ 
dt fic dccenter ^ficprudcnter cdufdm incitditdtis fu^ 
dlidm fuhiunxit ^ ut nihil decentius^ nihilprudcntius. 
Quid dntem illd ^ qu^ eft cx Cic. dd Titium ^ itd in 

^5 (juit Cicero. vft dutcm confoldtio peruulgdtd cjuir^ 
dem iWd ^ qudm fcmpcr in orc ^ dtcjue in dnimo hd^ 
hcre dchcmus ^ homincs nos ut effe memincrimus ed le 
gendtos ^ut omnihus tciisfortmdipropcfitd fituitd 
noftrd neque cffc recufdndum ^ cjuo minus cd ^ cjud 
ndtifumus conditionc uiudmus ^ neue tdm grduiter^ 
eos cdfusferdmusy quos nuilo cofilio uitdre poff-mus. 
dUdm totdm pdrtcm fc in fuum.ufum dptiffime co 
mutmit longolius ^ diccm '. Verum cum ed lcge ^ 
dtque conditione ndti fimus ^ ut nohis htcc ^ atque 

5> dlid iftius modi innumcrdhilid uelimus ^ nolimus ^ 

->:> fuheundd fint ^ meminenmus ^ nos effe homines ^ fe^ 
rdmus^i fi non lihcnter ^ dt tolcrdntcr ccrte ^ (^uod 
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5, «mWo co«//tio neque ultdre , wcfjwe mutdre ^ojfumus^ 
l^e^jue illud mcdius fidius infuduius , dc minui com-s 

V mutduit orndte . Cicero dit de dmicitid . Tm 'dus 
■)-> tem Tdnni , quod mihi tdntum trihui dicis, qudntum 
?' tgo nec dgnofco , nec poflulo , fdcis dmice . Longo 

lius dutem fic ^ dc pcne cum Cicerom ip/o rem ednde 
ufurpduit , cjud qmdemjinquity tdntum mihi trihuiSy 
■)■> qudntum cquidem ncc i^fc dgnofco^ ncc f judentiuf:! 
culus fim o^tdre dudedm . non confero uerhd , wm^ 
tdtionem , ddditionem nihilrecenfco , res iffd per fe 
fddle fc totdm ofendit . Cicero item dit dd untulL 

V Te ij^fum inquit ewpfo, nihil o^portunius fotuit dcci:s 
77 dere , nif cum M. frdtre dihgentcr egeris , de^enden 
77 dum tihi cft , c^uod mihi fro illo fpofondifi . Lons 

golius dutem locum eum mutudtus , fic dit , Wm 
77 quod in epifold tud fcriptum erdt^ dmicum iUutn no 
77 fxrum tihi litem intendere de eo y quod tu ilii de me 
77 receftffts^necego frxf itiffem . item Cicerodmo^ 
ris ergd fe certiffimdm fignificdtionem his uerhis fx= 
7) freffit dliqudndo , Omnis dmor tuus cx omnihus 
77 fdrtihus fe ofendit in his literis , quds dhs te pcxiwe 
dccefi . Longolitis dutem hoc iffum fic effecit.Amo 
77 ris ergd me ttii uefigid nullis ofinor literis uel flutt 
■)■> rd , uel illufriord imprimi fotuerunt , fidm ijs , 
77 qudi dhs te froxime dccepi . Vrofrie Cicero quod 
uoluit , ep cxecutus . Longolio dutem trdnsUtione^ 
locum iliufirdre mdgis fldcuit , idqi , ut mihi quide 
uidetur.hdud cfjecit ohfcure . Qucritur Ciccro 
femel cum Coelio , dtque iterum cum Silio ^fihi uer^ 
hd deeffe ddfcrihendum , duget utrunquc locum Lon 
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golm folo in loco dd Ldur.Benholinnm . Ciccro igi 
mr fic . PHtdrei ne uncjudm dccidere ^ojfe , ut mi 
3J hiuerbddeejfcnt ^neque folumijid uefraordtoridj 
fed h(£c etidm leuid noflrdtid ? defunt dutem propter 
" hdnc cdufimjC^uod mirijice fum fclicitus quid ndm de 
frouincijs decerndtur . hac dd Qoclium , dd Silium 
■>j dutem fic . Non putdui fieri pcffe , ut mihi uerhd 
77 deefjent , ftd tdmcn in C. Lenio comenddndo dcfunt , 
Cdufdm nuUdm hic dff.rt . Longolius dutem utrun 
77 (^ue locum fic (cmuUtUi ejl . mnqudm fore putd- 
77 ui., ut dut res , de qud dd te fcribcrcm , dta etidm 
77 uerhd , c^uihus tecum dgerem , mi^n deejfoit :,pr^.fer 
73 tim fi tdm longo interud^do literds ddrem . Scd pU^ 
77 ne nunc defmt , nec enim c^uod fcribdm, nec c^uomo^ 
77 do fcrihdm fatis occurrit . No/fm infolens uideri : 
fi his in locls Ciceyonis ducloritds dufcrdtur , dc 
utriufjue tdntum loci dignitds <£que conferdtur, non 
fortdffe longe inferior uidebitur Lcngolius . Quii 
enim quccfo huic membro dh omnibus fuis pdrtibus de 
cjfc potejl f omitto uerhum uerho , rem rei confer^ 
re in re tdm mdnifcf d . id dudeo dicere LongoiiHm 
grduius conqueri^qui non fohm uerbd^ fiibus dgdt^ 
fed etidm rcm , de <jud dgdt fihi dccffe conc^ueritur , 
Cdufdm dutem cjUdm uerdm dffcrdtj qucim dliendm 
d Ciceronis cdufx, ipfe uideSj cum inqidens prafcrtim 
fi tdm longo interudllo literds ddrem . No« fdcidm 
in his commutdtionibus longius , pojfim cnim totum 
Longolium in hdnc pdrtem dcfcribcre , fi omncs tius 
commutdtiones perflqui wlim, idmqi dd ed huius ip^ 
fus excmpUj fi<£ intciioris funt imitdtioniSydcucnio. 

Ciccro 
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L I B E R III. 81 
•)■) Cicero fcrihens dd Memmium dit . Ef/i non fitis 
?? mihi conjiiterdt cum dliqud ne dnimi md moleflid , 
•>■> dn poriMs lihcnter te Athenis uifurus effcm , ^uocf i«s 
7j i«ri^t , ^M4m <tccepi;?i, (iolorc me dffceret , fdfiemid. 
?j £M4 , ^ui fcrj iniuridm , Letitirf , tcfmcn tc wi<fi//e 
5> wdliem . «itm quod efl modefti£ non fane multa /cs 
p5 «IMJ c/? , cwm te mn uideo : c^uoi effe potwic uoluf^td 
tisj certe, fi uidiffem tc, flus fuiffet. Longoiius dU:: 
5j tem fic locum ejt imitdtus , ^ondum fUne confii^ 
-p tutum hdheo , p(M5 ne uoluftdtis , dn doloris ex tuis 
T> [ueris trdxerim , uoluftdtiSj fiod incredihilem tudm 
■)■> crgd me henmoient^dm proe fe ferrent , doioris , c[U'A 
-» me humdnitdte dhs te uietum , nec mihi idm integru 
o> effe uidedm , ed dduerfus te ufurfdre offcid , <jM^e tu 
-» dmice (luidem , fed meo mdgno fudore fr^rifuiffcs . 
tcc^md hoc loco deftderdtur dd uerdm imitdtionem ? 
eddem ejl profofitio , eddem frofofitionis rdtio ^ und 
totd e(l rei fertrdfidtio , uerhd non eddem, fed idem 
mdgnd ex vdrte fignificdntid , E/t item hoc Ciceroms 

V dd ?etum . Dupliciter deleadtus fum tuis literis , 
0- (^uodifferifi.O' c^uUteinteUexifofferidere. 

» hdnc quoque vdrtem Longoiius fic ejl imitdtus .Vd^ 
o> rie fum hodie tuis iiteris dffeaus : qud enim off cid 
„ tud in me commemordhds , fuerunt mihi non wfudc 
„ ues , cmd uero dd te effe dUdtum fgnifcdhds.mih epi 
» fioUmnefciociudm tudm non fdtis frohdri yhdud 

V mediocrem moiefidm mHn dttuierunt . Dupticiter 
de(e<fl4tMi efi Cicero ex dmidiiteris , Longoiius fdr* 
iim i^tdtus, fdrixm doiorc eft dffeaus, cdufdm uter. 
qucdffen fudm.fcd fiod Ciccro fducis dhfoiwc , 
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DE IMITATIONE 
Longolmfortdffc cdufn fu<e dcferuiens ^ fudm pluri^ 
hus pertrddduit . Queritur item Qicero fe non hdz 
here cui mto literdsfuds committdt cum dit dd lemu 
" lum . Qupd f rdrius fet , qudm tu expecfdhis yid 
crit cdufe , quod mn eius generis mc^e literce funt, ut 
7? eds dudedm temere committere . a' literis dutem ad 
rem ipfdm imitdndo trdnfiulit Longolius cum dit . 
Quod nihil ddhuc literdru ad te dedi, non id quidem 
cdufa fuit , quod fcrihendi drgumento dcflituererj 
fed quid eius erdntgeneris res , qu^ literis re^e com 
mittinon poffcnt . tdmetf hoc ipfum dlids fecit Ci^ 
cero dd Atticum dicens . Prxtercd funt quiddm do:, 
mefticd , qu<2 literis non committdm . Hic ittm dd 
" Brutumfic dit . Non foleo mi Brute ( quod tihi no^ 
tum effc drhitror ) temere dfprmare dedltcro , efl 
^> enim periculofum propter hominum uolumdtcs.muU 
y> tiplicesqindturds: clodij dnimumperff^eaumhdbeo, 
cognitumjiudicdtum,^qiufeqmmur. Hdncitem 
pdrtem Longolius tdmhelle ef imit.-.tus , quam cjuod 
" belliflime.fcemmdic. Nonfoleotcmcrequicc:udm 
dcdltcro dffirmdre , pr^fertim ddoUfccnte , mi aua 
Itsfuturus ft , pr^fdri non poteft , fed f quotdmen 
fum m d'gnofccndis hominibus , dcligendisf, dmicis 
itidicio ffondeouobisdnmmitem unum ddditum 
pdtns dcfdcrlo jfltjfndio , dlterimHltorum dnno. 
rum Ixtitidjdltcrifempiternd Idudem effe dlldturum. 
Dtj bom qu^dpcs ex diucrfs foribm melfuum conH 
cit dutfuduius , dut eeidm liquidius , qudm cx mul 
tts aceronis pdrticulis orddonem fudm componit, dt- 
que condit Longolius { totd ef periodus {m uides) ex 
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L 1 B E R III. 8- 
CiccYom memhns conglmndtd^fed kd tdme^ut Lon 
golidnim fit coY^tiS d^tifjme confoYmdtum . Quod. 
ueYo dd imitdtionem nnd.dtque eddcm utYiHf<me ep. 
^Yopofitio , Ydtio fene fdY , diaio ceYte Idtiniffmd . 
CiceYo enim id fCYiculi in omnihus effe dicehdt . Lo«c 
^olius id ivfum dd ffeciem tYdnflttlit d gencYe . con^ 
clufio totd imitdtionis ejl , \He fe clodtj dnimtmfeY^ 
(heaum , mdodmec^, co^itum hdhcYe dffiYmdt , hic 
dutem fe vdulo dildtdns , dmflius follicctuY ,/I fiod 
rozdt , xmvetYet, fore fcilicct, ut inde fdteir mdgndm 
uokptdtem ,flm etidm ut femfitcYndm Idudem con 
Cec^udtuY . Hoc item Ciceronis memhYum eft dd Ue^. 
miHm . Nec duhitdt , c^mt ego d te nutu hoc con. 
V fequi PofJmM etidm fi <.dificdtuYUs effes , nmc ue. 

[oft ludieYit te .difcdtione de^ofuijfe , nec^ue tdmen 
„ m d te imvetYdJfe , non te in me HHheYdlem , fed mc 
„ infene/gentioYcm ^utdhit .lortgclius dutem.cum 
hocipfuiet ufu ueniYetJudoYdtioneffumef. 
„ fecit%: ueueYo,fidntummed cdufd uehs Vi^d. 

Ldnus t,fe Miri ut ft ^^-^^^^''^^Z 
, flrctuY , non te mihi, fed mefhi #;# tud.ctuYUS 
Cit ?dY, ^^^^^ ^rgumentdndi Ydtio ejl , jed 

uehementioY , non ed tdmen cft Longol^ ^^^H^^^J 

7d^. mdncdUu. ft fou ^^^--^^;;;;;':^ 

rJficidt fitlYoetidm cumCiceYone.ciuxfYOY. 
nc i?ituY Cicero : nec dudcdt c^um cg^ a te .^u ■.oc 
^lfl dluehemma dvdt : f^ulo pr#u.' Jo.^# 




IMITATIONE 
iti4m remiffius, hoc modo dixit Longolius . neque ue 
ro qHdmitm mea cdufx uelis , viiianaudrtHs ipfe du^ 
bitdt : ut (judtuor ijs uerhis cjudntum med cdufa uec 
Its , ut meiius fotuit Longolius id Qiceronis , ^«m 
tgo a te nutu hoc confecjui poffem^ itd etidm fi adifi^ 
cdturus effes ,fuum effeccrit . mdgis expreffd funt in 
Cicerone.ut dicebdm.in nutu, in eo etidm fi adifcdtu 
rus effcs , quibus nihil maius , nihil grduius dicipof:. 
fet , neque tdmen , c^^Adntum med cdufd uelis , non 
rndgnum efl , non grdue . fequitur utriufque conclu 
Jio . Ciceronis ed ef, mnc uero fi dudierit te Mif^ 
cdtionem depofuiffe , neque tdmen me d te impeirdf 
fe , non te in me illihcrdlem , fed me in fe neAzentio 
rem puUit Longoltj dutcm hac efi . vt ftifm ex. 
peadttone fud frufiretur , non te mihi , fed me fbi 
defmffe ludtcdturus f,t. omnino cicero fui efl fJm^ 
mus , dmplus copiofus , fpUndidus . Longolius du. 
tem pdulo prcffior , fd qui tdmen conflet imitdndo- 
aidesentmhmc.quod cicero dint dmpmme 
mnc uerofdudierit te <edifcdtionem depofU L 
^ue tdmen me ate impetrdffe ^c.fdtis preffe hi ucr 
scomprehendiffe utf idm expeadtione /udfrufre 
tur , qutn ettdm ( tdmetfnimis fortdffe uideLrmi 

tus effeutdetur. Voflremo concludit Cicero fc,totdm 
^ccufdttonem infe deriudns , non te in me iderde 

Jtdtem , qu^f^ttnprcnominibus te, mejejuo quo^ 
iue nomtni ddiunclo, ncmo nonfentit: id quodnon 
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L I B E R III . 83 

owi//t Longohwj , c^m edndem ordtmii uenujldtem 
in ijfdem j^iYonominihHs fic perfec^uitur , non te wi/ii, 
fed me fik defuijfe ivAicdturus fit . Udriduit dicendi 
modum dicens mihi yfihi , ^otius , c^uam in me tn fe, 
fed id nec^efedt inepe , neque fme durium dliquA 
fuduitdte . vhi dutem Cicero illiherdlitdtem Mews 
niif excufdt , fuot uero dillgenti£ metuit , Lon^^oIiwJ 
unico id uerho , defuijfe , com^lexus ejl . lcc^uid du 
tem exiftimds , cum id memhrum , dc c^uoties fcris 
heret Longolius , illdm edmfem^er ddhihuilfe diligen 
tidm , dd eum modim ordtionem fudm , quem tufi 
gnificds,elo<iuenddm ? ndm fi itd efl, mdlim e^uidem 
uel infdntifs.ejfe, qudm eo modo uel ciceronemijfum 
fcrihendo fu^erdre^ ndm res e/? non modo infiniti ne^ 
gottj , fed fumm<t etidm dcfj>erdtionis . Uon equidem 
id dico Alfonfe Vrincefs , ed tdmen Lon^oHum dd 
terdm ohferudffe , cum fcriheret , f nos dd Cicero^ 
nis rddonem fcriftd effe fdcile com^rohdmus , ^Moi 
auidem effet ueletidm.cjudmi^fereris.multofe:. 
ius , dc odiofms , fcd id dffeuerdnter dffrmo , tdm^ 
fcriptionem ex eo ufu , cjuem fihi contrdxerdt ex df^ 
ftdud Ciceronis leciione , iHi dd eum modum in os vn 
cdUmum ueniffefmdime , quemddmodum e7 tiht, 
er omnihus cum fcrihimus euenire uidemus , cjuibus 
ddaudfcjueuocisnoflrdi literds fnguldsexuniuerf^ 
literdrum ordine percjuirendds nullus efi Uhor ,riuh 
lum eft fiudium , c^u^fud ffonte ex ufu, quem m eis 
lezendo , dc fcrihenda confcdmus , c^Adf in foflremo 
cdUmo confiitutdi fnt, nohis pr^io ddfunt, dtcjue <A 
dunt cum dtrdmemo citiffim^ . N^^«e itm tt , 

L iij 
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DE IMITATIONE 
ifui in fidilus ufum habedtfdelem^ femper is neruus, 
quiddnumerum reffondedt ^ digito prius erit ten^ 
tdndus , dt<jue explordndus , cum cdndt, fed is ex ue 
teri confuetudine illi cfudf in digitos incurrere uide^ 
tur , c^in etidm dut oculis dlio coniierfis , dut ecidm 
cldufis id continudre non duhitdkt . At cjuid mi^ 
rum ,/7 ex uniuerfo Qicerone Longolius pducd c^ux^ 
ddm memhrdfihi delegit , qux in fudm ordtionem cu 
mutdndo , tum imitdndo commodiffime trdnsferret ? 
itd enim illi dccidit in ifo fuo drtifdo , cjuemddmo^ 
dum pichri, cjui drtem fudm in cxprimendis homi^ 
mhus exercet , cjui in ijs id egregie pr^ftiterit , cjuife 
pdrdtim dlicjuid ddiumenti dd os fuum fdcilius expri 
mendum hdhehunt , ut cfui neuo dlicjuo , ^ui ndfo , 
^«i ore , cjuioculo , dut uitidto , dut etidm uenuffl 
notdti fnt , in cmris dutem , cjui cccju.ihili ndturx 
fmtfiai , non itd . At totus le^dtur Lon^olius.cdfu 
ems uolumen dperidtur , nif totus cf fui fmillimus 
m hdcfcrihendi r.tione, hoc efl cjui i Ciceronis imitd 
tionenufcjudm difccdk, cjui pene ucrhum nullum pro 
tultt , nuUum memhrum dfruxit , cjuod dut a cL- 
rone nonfimpferit , dut dd eius firuaurdm non hd 
hfjimeconfruxerit , nU cdufe dico , ruin omnium 
rneptiffmusfm.Ageuero fumdtur ex Lon^olio 
cjUdm cdfus ohtulerit , ex eius uohminihus epifiold • 
deligdtur dutem ex uniuerfo Erdfmo ( audndo is Cf- 
ceronidnumfiu in LongoHj cdlunidm confdhricuit ) 
r^ optimefcriptdft,qUd^germdne Germdnd n6 fl 
conferdtur, Idtini ddhihcdntur difccptdtores . peredm 
ego mdle , ni Kom^ longolius o- ndtus effe , eir al^ 
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L I B E R III. 84 

tu$ , iWf dutem nmf um Iddnum honiinem Ugifft 
md.icdh\mr , «e^tte icf eo nomine , ^itttci iile i«/M//e ir 
yitfere /o/et, ^M^d[ c^TP. C. e^7S. P. Q^R. 
crehro tifur^ctj tit Komdne loqui uidedtur , fed cpccd 
ijS uocihus , eorwm^: fru6lurd , dr^we com^ofitiont 
in fud ordtione uere utitur Ts.omdne . Sed idm ueld 
contrdhdmus , dc tdndem dd locutioncm noftrdm rea 
dedmus . quonidm igitur tdntd locutionis uis ef\ , c7 
du^oritds , <jMod dlienum efl , nofrum id mdxi^ 
me efficidt , /:«ic «»i m frimis oferdm ddnddm efft 
fr£ci^io j dtfie fic in ed uerfdndum , ut nihil ilU 
^romj^tius , nihil mdgis fr^eflo nohis effe foffit . Ac 
quonidm in ed locutione hoc tdnti ftudtj fonendu eflj 
c^H£ non folum fud certd rdtione confetjfed c\ux und 
txcelldt , fucl; in ordtione ^rind^dtum ohtinedt , 
qua fi propridj nitidd, C" furd fitjfi trdnsldtd^ ord^ 
tionem mdxime iduflret, impledt ; qu<x^i ^twp/e, (jua 
cumuldte foi nohis copidm fdcidt , cui denifie nihil 
defit dd omnid ordtionis orndmentd : hk dut dh una 
Qicerone , dut d nemine dlio ^etcnddm effe , idm/tf* 
t>iHS dico , dtque pra^cipio ,fi qtddem in eo huius o^ 
mnes uirtutes cumuldtiffme <xtdnt , dtfic ddeofr£ 
fldnt . mm C7 i» hoc grdui omnid ordtionis ornd^ 
mentd dffidue legendo fdcillime imhiheris .fi uero fe 
demifjius d^dt ,'m£ timide , ut uerecunde , ut pdrce 
ifid ivfd dttingdt , f>dri dddifces rdtlone . in mediocri 
dutem cum uerfdhitur , dc qudf ille fdcidt , qui non 
in octdno omnihus uentis Utiffime ueld fdnddt , «es 
quelintremin pldcidiffimo flHminc contis imfelldt , 
fed qui no longe d Litorc modo remis , modo uclis nd^ 
' ^ l iiii 



DE IMITATIONE 
mgdtionem fudm exerceae , neque eldte nmls^ nequ^ 
demiffius , qudm fdtis fit , in ordtionis mediocritdtt 
fefe continere uidebis . cum uero celeritdte of>us efi , 
huius ordtio fluit , nuUd mord , interpuneld j inter^ 
UdUdjnuliis uinculis impeditd conuoluitur . contrd ue 
ro fi in ed fenfim confifiendum efl , tum interfun 
^is , moris , eiT' interudUis, 0- fuis interffirdtio:t 
rdhus omnibus conquiefcit.fi uero cdufd lenitdtem , 
dtque aqudbilitdtem ordtionis pofuletj tum ^furo 
qudfi quoddm , ^ cdndido dicendi genere omnem 
prafefert ordtionis fuduitdtem . fn contrd in dicens 
io retinendd erit feueritds , grduitdte cxteros omnes 
fdcile fuperdt . in hoc igitur uno fefe meus imitdtor 
ut continedt , uolo , in hoc ft totus.in hoc hdhitet , 
hunc uerfet , legdt , relegdt, mului huius denique dd 
uerhum memorix mdndet^qudm etidm plurimd pof:: 
fit , notet , dtqm ohferuet fideliffime . Qumidm 
uero h&c fueris { fi fori poffit ) cum IdHe ipfo imhi^ 
hendd efl , ut iUis expeditior , dc promptior ddfit , 
quteqiundcumijs ^ ndtd.tT dltd uideri poffit , 
hoc quoque in loco hdnc mihi quoque curdm duxi mi 
nime effe contemnenddm , ut his etidm henigne pro^ 
uiderem . His igitur continuo eum mdgiflrum pr^z: 
fciendumeffeuolo, qui huiufce ficultdtis uirtutes 
omnes optime cdUedt.dtque intfsutendis fitexer^ 
dtdtus mdxime . sed ne mihi nimium fumere 
uidedr , qui mdgiflros inflituere uelim , ego nunc de 
me dgdm ipfo , id inqudm^ quod egofdcere foleo.dtc 
queddeo tecumfid , c^j mox cum frdtre tuo Aloui^ 
Jiofdaurus fum , in medium proferdm : utrum id 
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L 1 B E R III . 8S" 
Yt6\t , honomm mt mi.idum . E^o xgxtwr cum fdUa 
coi mihi idm fridem delegerim du^loreiy dd (juorum 
locutionem medm iffe diilionem conformdrem^ duos 
tx ijs prtf cipHc cum mds fueris in manihus hahcrt fo^ 
Ito , rerentitim , cir Ciceroncm . ndm ut puer meus 
frimd rudimentd oonere coeferit , tum nahis reren^ 
tius fimitur . ex hoc frimo illos dlifiot dies hincS j 
dut ternos uerfus , fid mihi in fdrte dd dus ingemu 
dccommoddtiui effe drhitror , exfiicdre indfio \ qud 
in re multum eius ftudium fdhuk, quihus fueri md^ 
odme cdpiuntur , iuudnt ohlecldmentd , fid flerique 
t^uoc^ue rdtione du^ti dd Ouidij fdhuUs fuos mdgis 
infrrmdre fludent , necjue uident inefdiut ({U£ cate^ 
rd fme flomdcho fercurrere non foffum , i/?» condo:^ 
nem)hdnceffe cdMndi^non [oc^uendirdmnem ^in 
auo nuHus fit uerhorum deUaus , nulld dd folutdm 
ordtionem dccommoddtd locutio . ndturdm equidem 
oftimdm ducemfequi mdlo . itdque meum iffe difcin 
mlum frius locjui , dtque ingredi , qudm cdnere.dt^ 
ouefdhdn inflituo : nec longius eo miJn res, ({uo dict 
Id^frodudturinflituto . mox enlm rerentio dh<iuid 
etid ex Cicerone ddiungitur ex eis.c^uce mihi in eo fd^ 
ciVdmd , ^M^f dd fucri cdftum uidehuntur dccommo 
ddtiord , ut funt dd rerentidm uxorem fi<eddm fd^ 
mihdriter , item dd rironcm td rdtione , dtfiefdci^ 
litdte confcrift^ epi/?o(^, in cjuorum utrofiejocutio^ 
nem in frimis ohfcrudmus diligentius, non ddmodum 
inter fe diffmilem , nifi quU rerent^ mdgis fofuld^^ 
ris(ut vducd qu^ddm uetufid omittdm)dc fiotxdxdni 
eflfermonis, fi^f. in eo genere cu dd frouocdndum, 
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DE IMITATIONE 
tum etidm Idcefjito dd reffondendum mdgis drgutd, 
dc pdrdtior mdetur . dd httnc ac^; idm tum meum din 
fcipulum inj\ituo ^hdncundm eum doceo ^inhdnc 
undm totus incumho , nequeid folum in ed , c^udm 
prafens dttulerit fdrs , fed fi qu£ dlio etidm modo ali 
bi dut db ifis ipfiSj dut d quopidm dlio ex nofro gre^ 
ge proldtd fit , eam deditd operd cum frxfenti confe^ 
rimus pdrte : qudm ipfxm locutionis multiplicem co:: 
pidm utin fuos codicillos defcrihdt ^ fedulo commons 
flro j dd cuius etim rationem ut mihi extempore rfs 
Ifondedt , pduldtim injlituo . ut uero pdulo liberius 
cum eo dgere mihi licere , dc qudfi d remis dd ueld 
nauigdtionem nojlrdm trdnsferre poffc fentio , pdulu 
Terentium fepono , no ejucd hunc unqudm quicqudm 
contemndm , ndm femper in eo efi , quod in ufum 
meum commode fumere poffim ,fedut dd fecurius , 
dtque fplendidius loquendi genus meum difcipulum 
trdducdm , me totum uni Qiccroni doy dtque dddico^ 
In huncunum fludiofius incumho , in hoc hareo^hui!: 
uni pene omnem operdm do , id dutem hoc modo . 
Sumo mihipdrtem dliqudm ex eo , qu£ mdgis lihedt\ 
tdm iRi in noflrum fermonem di^o , quam mihi Id^ 
tindm ut fdcidt , iuheo , p.irct , refert , corrigetur . 
quofcdulo perfao Ciceronis locum dffcro integrum] 
confero , difcipulum , qust cius funt , docco com 
munid cum Qicerone , hortor.fc reliqud . uhi is ft 
fdulo prcffior.contrd Cicero orndtior , uherior , dd^ 
moneo , ut monitus dlids mcminerit, fuddeo : quifo^ 
nus exfuorum uerhorum affero concurfu ndfcdtur\ 
iniexciceronisfruaurdnohis cominnius moduU:: 
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tnr 5 ut fcntidt ^ curo diligenteY . Contrduero c^udn^ 
do item indiligens diligemid minime ingrdtd fit ^ dc 
uocdlium hidtiis moHe qtiod hdhcdt^ dtc^ue df^erum^ 
quod etidm fi durium ntdicio refj^udtur ^ non tdmen 
ine^ti ^ ^drum confulti hominis effe^ commonfro • 
Vofremo cum longo nimis uerhorum dnfrdclu ordn 
tionem fudm determinet ^ ut cdm intrd moderdti ffi^ 
ritus conclufos terminos contincdt ^ tdmen fi ccntrd 
€dm dnguftet nimis ^ quodd Idxdndd fit fedulo com-^ 
monefdcio , Non foleo ego{ne hoc quoc^ue omittdm ) 
meum difcipulum cogere ^ ut ft ^leruno^ue in fholis , 
quiccjuid ei dicendum ufu uenidtj Idtine ut id frofer^ 
re conetur . utrum enim plus commodi ^ dn ddmni 
dd Idtindm elegdntidm^ cjudm nos quxrimus ^ hoc df^ 
ferdt fludium ^ non ^ldne fdtis hdheo comprohdtum r 
equidem fi ntco difci^ulo cum tjs uerfdndum fit ^ qui 
tdntum eo modo egregie^ dtque jj)lendide loqudntnr^ 
in edm confuetudincm eum inducercm omnlno : id 
enimfieret ^ cjuod nos in noflrd lingud ^ e7 Romdni 
in hdc i^fd fud Idtindfdcieh.m ttt nulld diffcultdte^ 
multd etidm cum dignitdte^cjuiccjuidfofed uellet/o^ 
mode loqueretur , Sed cum hic d lihris difceffit ^ dut 
ttidm d mdgiftro fuo ^ dlij locutionis fu(^ rdtionem rc 
ferre cogitur ^ domi^ in uijs ^ cum fdmilidrihus^rurij 
in urhe ^ dlio etidm modo [ocj^cndum efl . Huc dcce^ 
dit , quod infdnti puero^ dum ed ^ cju.^ uult, ex tem^ 
fore ^ dtque fnhito profcrre Idhordt ^ multis f)drtihus 
ed plurd exciddnt^ cju.^ hdrhdre^ (judi inefte ^ cju^ ini:, 
condhe ^ dtcjue incomf>ofite ^ cjUce denifie nullius di^ 
gnitdtis fnt.qudm ftd^ uix tolerdhilid fint neceffe efl. 
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DE IMITATIONE 

Itd ftjUt dum lomiom fludedm celerttdti , ordtionU 
omdtum omnem^ dttjue dignitdtem corrumf>dnt , 
Qupnidm dute cfuod in (juotididno fermone fofitum 
tfl , nihil ddmodum Idtina ordtioni frodejfe uidetur 
dd edm dignitdtem , fiet eius lingua mere germdnd 
efi , dc omnino ed nohis dliqud exercitdtione , dtfii 
drtificio compdrdndd , dtcjue confrmdndd eji : ecfui^ 
dem id diligentix dh uno fiylo , tjui dicendi mdgiffer, 
^ ofifex efi optimus , petendum effe cenfeo . Ad huc 
igitur eo modo , cjuo efl diSlum d nohis fdulo fufrd 
txercendus efi puer. cum uero is in eo tdntum frofe^t 
cerit , dc idm{quod diunt ) fine cortice ndtdre didice^ 
rit , tum denique in eo fe continedt , in eo dies , ^ 
noaes fiudiofc uerfetur , fcrihdt , refcrihdt , delcdt 
re^pondt , lihros , uolumind confcidt , mdterid nuUi 
deejfe potefi ^ qudm fumdtdd fcrihendum, quotidie 
ddfunt res noua , dmpU , friudta , puhlica; , quacj; 
atdsfemper dliquid fecum dffcrt , cjuod pofieris me^ 
morid! mdndetur . Sedfdc ut uerd defmt omnid , «i- 
hil dgdnt homines , cejfmt helld , fudid omnid conti^ 
cefcdnt , nunqudm illi deeffepoterit.cju^fuo dyhitrd^ 
tufihi effingdt , dt^ue compondt . Sed quicquid iUe 
dut uerum, dut dfe confedum fcrihendo perfequi uo 
letj id unum primum, Crpofiremum ei pracipimus^ 
ut optimum femper du^orem fihi hdhedt egregiepro 
fofitum , dd cuius omnem fcrihendi rdtionem , fudm 
eJT- ipfe totdm dirigdt , dtcpie conformet ordtionem . 

dhes Alfonfe Princcps <jHid ego de imitdtione fmidm, 
dcquihus ed pr<eceptis d me trddi potuerit , opus mihi 
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quidem multdYum uigilidrum^^ fummi Idhoris 
flenum . qtiod fi tibigrdmm erit^ hoc ejl^f fcriptio^ 
nem tudm dd eius rationem injlitues ^ eiT meifu^ 
fcepti pudtj minime ^oenltehit ei7 ipf^ fummdm in 
fcrihendo fdcilitdtem tc confecutum ejfc ^ mirum in 
modum Utdhere ♦ 

F I N I S . 

ERRATA ITA CORRIGENDA^ 



omnifdcultdte(pd^nd i 
fotius indicdffent ^ 
fciuntj cum 
uirtutes dttenddnt 
imperiti . tu 
fdcere^ofjis. 
folum ndturd efl 
quis non intelligit ? 
fertur ^ ut iWum 
duf>lex efl. 
cernitur • Qmi 
frorfus uident. 
dididjfet ^ edmc^i 
tdm fecpiuntur 
fenferint ^ non fmt i 
mdxime domindri. 
Mcifjm ^romendis 
Curionem commenddts 
bdt^ 13 
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eodem tdmen i S * 
dc in eo c^uoquc i S • 
Ciceronem j quem 18 
totidem ^ cjUi^ his oppa^ 
ndntur^ 19* 
fm. sed hoc c^uoc^ue lo^ 
co pluris fit ^ : 
todemferefemfer 
uelundetidm ^3* 
Udro ^fed quo utimur 
commodius-^ dut cum 
dddhfentesdmicos fcri 
bimus fdmilidriter ^ 
dut CH fr^fentes mot^ 
defliffimc corrigi^ 

mus. ^3 • 

Sduliumrefcntino 18- 

uehementi 

frohem^tres^tjui ag* 
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fummx do6lifl. 19 
fit ^dtc^ucUm : 33 
uerfibii^ fcrihdt 34 
facere uidedtHr 34 
diccdo pro noflro uti 34 
foffc confidit f 35- 
ddddt inuentor . 36' 
hominnm fcnfum ^ und::: 
qU(£que 37. 
idem f^erdre licehit : 37* 
trdddrivotuitf 37. 
neque dd ordtionis 37. 
cdufxm exercendi 39. 
p^^^c»:^ dffcrent c^u^ fhi 
fumdt 40. 
tffe conuincit , 4o : 
Ctfpn tdmen 40 : 
i^^ f/? ^ ^ti^ ^udnder^cu 
Herculi 43 . 

uerfusc^i tumulot fo. 
Rerwm ^r^t^m gefldrum 
fcrihcdi infiitutio tres 
in primis imdgines hd 
hereuidetur. 51, 
enim fdforum ji. 
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fux igitur (^tdtis 
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commutdndorum modi 
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dixerit^ tu^di.igit^ 70. 
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uerfitur ^ unum 73 : 
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ABCDEFGHIKL 



Omne$ cj^mrniones 



VENETIIS, APVD ALDI FILIOS 
M. D . X L V . 
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